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FRENCH EDITOR 
PREFACE. 


THE Adventures of Monfieur Viaud muſt intereſt every 
ſenſible and humane mind. The Reader muſt be aſtoniſhed 
at the ſhocking miſeries he ſuflained, during the ſpace of 
eighty-one days, from the 16th of February 1766, to the 
8th of May following. : OE N 
Every article in this relation is ſufficently atteſted. 

Monfieur Viaud is alive, in perfett health, and much 
eſteemed by all who know him. His good character, <vith 


his knowledge in maritime affairs, has obtained him the 
perfect confidence of the moſt eminent merchants, He has 


publiſhed theſe Adventures with his name affixed ta 
them; and the manuſcript is intirely in bis ov hand, 
except a few alterations I have taken th litterty of 


making, in ſome of his words and expreſſioss, in compli- 


ance with certain difficult readers, whom the ſimple, and 
ſometimes coarſe flile of a mariner might perhaps offend. 

But I have carefully gb pod all bis ideas, bis r. 
Aections, and his manner of expreſſing them. I have pre- 
ferred, to a more critical correction, that failorly rougi\- 
_ neſs, if I may hazard the pore, which is not, hows 


_ ever, without its merit, and which carries an air of in-. 


cerity and frankneſs in it, that muſt ever be liflened to 


avith pleaſure. | 


The misfortunes of Monſieur Viaud have no orcafe on for | BY | 


any extrinſic recommendations; but you are not to Epe 


the hiflory of bis life, is theſe pages; they equate e 
| account of bis fipwreck, and the perils, wants, and - 
 auſertes, which avere the conſequence of it. . 


Monſieur Viaud is a ſea- captain, and has been ac- 


knowledged in that rank, at the Admiralty-office of 
Marennes, in the month of October, 1763, 


ES 
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PREFACE, 
By Mrs. GRIFFITH. 
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THE Work here offered to the Public is certainly the 
moſt incredible ſtory that ever was authenticated; and 
yet that the facts are undoubtedly true, every intelligent 
reader muſt be ſufficiently aſſured, on the peruſal of the 
«whole ; for, independent of the opinion which wwe muſt be 
led to concerve of the Writer's veracity, from the inge- 
miouſneſs of his ſtile, there are concurrent and corroborating 
 Eircunftances enough, which the Author had no manner of 
power over, to evince the truth of his narrative. _ 
Mo bon can be worth reading that does not afford ſeme 
ſubj ect 1atter for reflection; and, I think, I may venture 
zo ſay, that the following pages muſt neceſſarily inſpire the 
moſt timid and deſponding mind, with a thorough reliance 
upon Providence, from the almoſt wiſible inter poſition of 
its arvine care in the preſervation of theſe three perſons 
lia es; while their amazing deliverance amounts almoſt = 
a a proof, that patience, reſolution, and perſeverance, | 
ire a match for difficulty and danger, and are ſometimes 7 
able to combat death irfelf 5 = 
The original of this work ran through ſeveral editions 
in France, where it was univerſally received, not as a 
romance, but as a ſeries of ſurpriſing, interefling, an 
extraordinary facts, and was bought up with ſo much 
 avidity, that the Gentleman who was ſo obliging as to lend 
the book to me could not procure another for himpelf. 
 , There appear to be ſome miſtakes in the original, with 
{ _ regard to the rank or flation of Mon/ifur Viaud. He 
? Speaks of himſelf as ſetting out a firſt mate only, He is 
. ſtyled, in the certificate, a Sea-captain, and aſe an of 
cer in the Blues; and, in the Editor's Preface, he is ſaid 
to hade been acknowledged or enrolled as a Sea-captain, 
Sy the board of admirally at Marennes in France, 
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PREFACE, BY MRS, GRIFFITH, v 
Now how this ſame captain could belong both to the ſea 
and land-ſerwice, or be an officer in the navy, and a mate 


. of a trading weſſel, at the ſame time, I leave to thoje 


aoho are verſed in the French military and marine to re- 


concile; and, as to Monſieur Viaud's own expreſſion, 
evhere he calls himſelf Capitaine en ſecond, which 1 


have taken the liberty to tranſlate into Firſt Mate, per- 
Laps it may ſigniſy a . rank in the French navy, 
though wwe have no ſuch diſlinfion in ours. But this be- 
ing a matter relative merely to Monfieur Viaud himpel}, 
and having nothing to do with the circumſtances of bis 
flory, is of no manner of conſequence, «whether it be 
cleared up or not. | 1 
1 hade uſed the ſame freedom with this work, as 
with my former tranſlations, of throwing in a few re- 
lections, which naturally occurred in ſome paſſages of the 
uarrative. This ſerves to relieve the dulneſs of the taſk ; 
but at the ſame time I have endeawnured to keep ts 
cloſe to the ſimplicity and frankneſs of the Author's flile 


«s the difference of our lauguage would permit. 


* 


If the recital of Monſieur Viaud's adventures meet 


evith as favorable a reception in this F as he did 
himſelf from our countrymen in the New Wo 
afford me the higheſt pleaſure to have introduced him in 
an Engliſh dreſs to the Public, to whum 1 hau the bo- 
nour o be, _ e 1 738 
| A much obliged, 8 
and moſt obedient ſervant, 


The TRANSLATOR. 
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CERTIFICATE GIVEN BY 
Lieutenant Swettenham to M onfieur Viaud, 


75 1, THE undernamed George Swettenham, lieutenant of the 
ninth regiment of foot, in the ſervice of his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, and commander of the Fort St. Mark, in the Apa- 
lachian mountains, do hereby certify, that on the information 
of a ſavage, who had reported his having met with a dead 
body, on a ſtrand about forty miles from hence; and baving 
ſtrong reaſons to think a ſhip had been wrecked on that coaſt, 
which I feared was one that I had expected for ſome time be- 
fore, and had received no account of, I detached four ſolders, 
with my interpreter, under the command of Mr. Wright, en- 
ſign in the ſame. corps, to viſit that coaſt, and ſuccour all thoſe 
that he might meet with in any diftreſs. - 
Mr. Wright, on his return, preſented the bearer Le Sieur 
Viaud, and a woman of the ſame nation, to me, whom he had 
found on a deſert coaſt, in the moſt deplorable ſituation, al- 
moft famiſhed with hates, having nothing to ſubſiſt on but a 
few oyſters, and ſome fragments of a negro that they had been 
reduced to the neceſſity of ſlaying for food. | 
Le Sicur Viaud informs me, that he is a ſea- captain, and 
an officer in the Blues, in the ſervice of the French King; 
that a ſavage he had met with, and who undertook to conduct 
him to St. Mark, had robbed bim of what effects he happened 


to have ſaved from a ſhipwreck; and fled away, during the 


night, in his canoe, leaving him and ſome other companions 
on a deſert iſland. 

Mr. Wright, alſo, urs to me a young man, ſon to 
the woman above-mentiched, whom he had found in another 
deſert iſland, in a more deſperate condition than the former 
e as it was impoſſible he could have exiſted an hour 

onger, without his aſſiſtance, having neither food, nor 
fenſe or motion left, when he found him. 

The ſhocking ſituation they were all three in, upon his firſt 
meeting with them, their extreme weaknefs, and ſome parti- 
culars I have fince been informed of, from ſome ſavages, ſuf- 
ficiently prove that the ſtory told me by Le Sieur Viaud, o 
his having been pillaged and betrayed, in the manner aforeſaid, 
Is true, 

On the credit of which, I give this certificate to the ſaid 
Sieur Viaud, who means to ſet out for St. Auguſtine, 2858 the 
firſt opportunity, and to go from thence into loms 
French colonies® + 


Fort St. Mark, May 12th, 1766. 3 | 
GEORGE SWETT ENHAM: | 
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THE 
TRUE AND SURPRISING ADVENTURES, 


VOYAGES, 


SHIPWRECK, AND DISTRESSES, | 


OF 


M. Fan VIAUD. 


My Dear Friend, 


OU have ſuffered much anxiety about me, of late. 


You concluded, as well as my whole family, 


that I had periſhed in my laſt voyage. 


The letter J lately ſent you, you ſay, has wiped 


away thoſe tears that the apprehenſion of my loſs had 


cauſed to low. The concern of my friends flatters and 


ſoftens me; it ſerves to conſole me for my miſeries 
paſt, and I rejoice in the miraculous preſervation of 


my life, for the ſole ſatisfaction of being beloved. 
You complain that I have merely informed you of 


my ſhipwreck, without acquainting you with any of 
irs particulars; and having firit had your mind ren- 


dered eaſy with regard to my life and health, you de- 


thre now a more circumſtantial detail of my urhappy . 
adventures. 

I cannot refuſe your requeſt ; though it is a taſk 
that friendſhip alone coul urge me to, as even the 
recollection of ſufferings, like mine, muſt ever be at- 
tended with pain. I cannot reflect on the miſeries I 
have endured, without the ſevereſt ſhock, Jam myſelf 
5 equally aſtoniſhed, with the reſt of the world, how it was 
poſſible for me to have ſurvived thoſe wants, thoſe dan- 
gers, and thoſe difficulties, which J am going to relate; 
convinced that nothing fimilar has ever been ſuſtained | 
before. Many of them will excite the comune 8 po 
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i ADVENTURES OF 


heart like yours, and others will ſtrike your mind with 


horror. You will ſee to what an exceſs of deſpair my 
ſufferings had reduced me; and will not be ſurpriſed, 


therefore, that they had exhauſted my ſtrength, weak- 
ened my conſtitution, and that a ſituation and circum-. 
ſtances ſo forlorn as mine ſhould have ſometimes im- 
paired my reaſon. | 


You are not to expect order or method in my ſtory. 


I have loſt moſt of the dates: for how could they have 
engaged my attention, While I was labouring under 


the preſſure of ſuch complicated ills? Every ſucceeding 
day ſtill added to my ſufferings, and the preſent diſtreſs 
affected me too ſtrongly to afford me thought ſufficient 
to reflect upon the miſeries of the preceding. During 
the ſpace of two months, my opprefied ſoul was in- 
capable of receiving auy other idea but that of the ut- 
moſt ſorrow. Its whole faculties were ſuſpended by the 
delirium and tranſports of deſpair; ſo that the eras of 
events have been totally effaced from my memory, and 
J can recollect but little more, at preſent, than that Z 
have been miſerable. 

I ſhall now relate the circumſtances of my misfor- 
tunes, juſt as they happened, without ornament or 
art; they need none of thoſe heightnings to intereſt the- 
feclings of my friend. I am but little uſed to writing; 


. you muſt not, therefore, expect to meet with elegance 


in my ſtile, in which you will find nothing but the 
frank language of a tailor, which, I hope, will be ac- 
cepted as an apology for its incorrectneſs. 


When I failed from Byourdeaux, in the month of | 
February, 1765, aboard the good ſhip L'Amiable Su- 
rette, commanded by Monſieur S. Cric, under whom 


I ſerved as mate, I had but little apprehenſions of the 
misfortunes and difaiters that fate had prepared for 


me in the Neav World; my voyage was profperous, and 


I arnved at &. Domingo, \ without being interrupted by 
the leaſt diſagreeable or untoward accident. 

I ſhall not relate any particulars of myſelf during 
my abode in that iſland, the buſineſs of commerce 


Having occupied my whole attention while I ſtaid 
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there. I then prepared to return to Fance; and the 


day was fixed, when I happened unfortunate ly to fall 


tick, about a week before we were to ſet ſail. 


I was much afſflicicd at the thought of being left be- 


hind; but, imputing my ulneſs merely to the climate, 
] perſuaded myſclt that my health would return, on 
my quitting the iſland. Upon this preſumption, 1 
embarked with my friends, but did not receive the re- 
lief I had hoped for, as the air of the fea. and the mo- 
tion of the veſſel, increaſed my diſorder fo much, that 
the captain aſſured me I'could not purſue the voyage 
without manifeſt peril of my life; of which the great 


weakneſs ] ſoon felt, helped to convince me. Upon 


which I conſented to be put any where on thore ; but, 
as they could not turn back again to &. Domingo, they 
landed me at the key of St. Los, a ſmall land in 
view of it, ſometime in the month of Nawember, 


Some days of reft at & Louis, with the kind atten- 


tion of Monſieur De/c/av, an inhabitant of that place, 
who had given me an apartment in bis houfe, ſoon re- 
ſtored me to my health. I waited with impatience for 
ſome opportunity of returning to Europe, but there did 
not one occur while ] remained there. 

A long abſence from my native country, I knew, 


muſt be very prejudicial to my affairs; which reflec- 


tion began ſoon to render me melancholy, and un- 
happy. My kind hoſt as quickly perceived it, and 
the friendſhip with which he had treated me, during 
my illneſs, had inſpired me with ſo lively a gratitude, 
and ſuch tender eſteem for him, that { could not conceal 
the cauſe of my uncaſineſs from him. He intereſted 


himſelf in my auxicty, and ſaid every thing in his 


power to comfort me. 
One day he took me aſide, and addreſſed me in | the 
following manner: „I have reflected a good deal upon 


your preſent ſituation. The fear of continuing too 


long without employ ment, is the principal thing that 
diftrefſes your mind, for the preſent; and the hope of 
getting again into buſinels, makes you with to be able 
to get back to France, as ſoon as may be. But no op- 
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por tumty has yet offered for that purpoſe ; and, if you 
will take my advice, you will trouble yourſelf no 
farther about that ſcheme, but try your fortune on your 
own fund, and I dare ſay you will be able to treble it. 
J purpoſe ſoon to trade to Louiſiana, with certain com- 
modities that I know will produce a good profit there, 
and ſhall bring back ſuch goods in exchange, as will 
here yield me an advantageous return. I am perfectly 
well acquainted with the nature of this traflic, as J have 
made ſeveral beneficial! trips there, already; therefore, 
embark yourſelf and ſubſtance with me, and I doubt 
not but you will one day thank me for the friendly 
advice I now give you.” 15 
In the circumitances I then was, I had no alterna- 
tive to chuſe. The propoſal of M. Deſclau I knew to 
be dictated by friendſhip, and I did not heſitate a mo- 
ment about the acceptance of it; ſo that we immedi- 
ately entered into partnerſhip together, in proportion 
to our reſpective funds. He laid in the proper mer- 
chandizes for us both, and ſerved-me on that occaſion _ 
with the warmeſt zeal, and moſt exact probity. . _ 
___ Wehiredabrig gantine, called the Tyger, commanded 
by M. La Couture, and the ſhip was freighted with all 
poſſible diſpatch. On the ſecond of Jarrary, 1766, 
we embarked, ſixteen in number, namely, the captain, 
his wife, their ſon, his mate, nine ſailors, MI. Deſclau, 
a negro that I had purchaſed as a flave, and myſelf. 
We ſet fail from the road of S. Lows, fteering to- 
wards the Bay of Jeremial, a little port that lies north 
of Cape Dame Marie; where we ſtaid twenty-four 
hours. From thence we directed our courſe towards 
Little Grawvez but this ſecond trip was, not as happy 
2s the former. We ſuſtained an adverſe wind, for 
twelve hours, that would have infallibly wrecked us on 
the Gayes-Mittes*, if the violence of the ſtorm, which 
abated a little, had not ſuffered us to make uſe of our 
fails to tack about, and get clear of that coaſt. 


* Little iſlands on the weſt of the Spaniſh Iſle, They 
make part of the Antilles, or Carribee iſlands. 
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MONSIEUR PIERRE VIAUD. 11 
Leſs obſtinacy and more experience, on the part cf 


our commander, would have prevented all this dan- 


ger. I perceived, from this inſtance, that he was but 
a poor mariner, and foreſaw that our voyage would 
not terminate without ſome accident or other, if the 
ſhip was left intirely to his conduct; therefore I re- 
ſolved to attend cloſely to all his motions, to prevent, 
as far as poſſible, the perils to whick his wilfulneſs and 
ignorance were likely to expoſe us. 

Our buſineſs obliged us to remain three days at L/t- 
tle Goave, and we then ſet ſail again for Louiſiaua; but 
the winds continued ſtill adverſe, during our 4 
courſe. On the 26th of January, we had a view of 
the Je of Pines, toward the weſt of C:ba, which our 
captain affirmed to be the Cate of St. Anthony, I took 
the elevation, and ſoon perceived that he was miſtaken ; 
but I tried in vain to convince him of his error; for 
he ſtill continued obſtinate, and purſued his courſe 
without any manner of precaution, until he had drove 
us among the rocks, where we were hemmed in, when 
perceived our ſituation in the middle of the night, 
by the light of the moon. 

did not waſte time in reproaching his wilfulneſs; 
he began then to find how much in the wrong he had 
been not to have liſtened to me before; and fear hav- 
mg ſilenced his felf-ſufficience, conſtrained him to ac- 
knowledge it. The danger preſſed. I ſupplied the 
office of the mate, who happened to be ill, and con- 
fined to his bed. I made them tack about, and ſo per- 
formed the only operation that could ſave us from de- 
ſtruction. This ſucceeded, and we got clear; but, 
after having been extricated ſrom this peril, we ſoon 
tound ourſelves expoſed to a number of others. 

Our vellel, from the violent working of the ſea, hav- 
ing began to ſpring a teak, in ſeveral places, the crew 
grew impatient, and called on me to take the com- 
mand of the ſhip; but as I had only a ſpeculative 
knowledge of thoſe coaſts, which I had never viſited 
before, I was: conſcious how imperfectly mere theory 


can ſupply the deficiency of practice; andi in danse 
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tion, alſo, of the mortification that the captain muſt 
have ſuffered upon this occaſion, I thought proper to 
leave to him the conduct of his own veſſel; and con- 
tented myſelf with watching all his manceuvres, as 
well for my own ſafety, as to quiet the minds of the 
whole crew, who had now loſt all manner of confi— 
dence in him. 

At length we doubled the Cape of St. Anthony ; here 
new guſts of wind affailed us again, and opened ſuch 
large paſſages for the water, that it was as much as 
che working of our two pumps, without intermiſſion, 
could do to prevent our ſinking. The wind continued 
contrary ſtill, the ſea grew boiſterous, and threatened 
us with a violent ſtorm. «We were not in a condition 
to ride it out; the terror became general on board, as 
no one favourable ſign appeared ! in our lamentable ſitu- 
ation to reſt a hope upon. : 

In theſe thocking circumſtances, on the roth of Fe- 
bruary, about ſeven in the evening, we fell in with a 
S$>an'/h frigate coming from the Hivannat, which was 
carrying the governor and commiſſioned officers to 
take poſſeſſion of the Mz/7/ipp:. They hailed us to 
Join company, which we joytully agreed to; for it had 
been the very requeſt we ſhould have made to them, 
if they had not prevented us. | 
Me did not keep company long with the frigate; 
we loft her in the night; they could uſe their ſmall 

fails, which we durſt not venture. 

In the morning we miſſed the veſſel, but found that 
our own had ſprung a new leak; which threw us into 
the utmoſt conſternation. The whole crew began to 
turn their eyes upon me, and I immediately adviſed 
_ ightning the ſhip. This muſt be always a ſad ne- 

ity to the merchants on board, in caſes of ſuch 
diftreſs, who are often obliged to throw goods into 
the ſea that they had purchaſed with induſtry and la- 
bour; and on the return of which they had, perhaps, 
made ſpeculations. that might have doubled their pro- 
fits. But in ſuch a ſituation, the preſervation of our 
life is the firſt conſideration; we attend to that alone, 
and forget every other, 
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The brig was diſchars >ed of all the heavy ry merchan- 


dire, ina few minutes; and 1 got large lading pails 
frames of the barrel-ſtaves in which our merchan= 
dizes had been packed up, in order to aſſiſt the pump 
to keep the Niip from finking. But all in vain. The 
water forced itſelf through the chinks of the veſſel, 
more and mare, and the ſtrength of our hands on 
board hee ame leſs and lets; ſo that, finding it impoſſi- 
ple to keep the ſea. for any length of time, we took 


the reſolution to ſtand in for the Mabille, which was 


me only Port that the wind. would then ſuffer us to 
Feer to, and Which was alſo the neareſt harbour we 
COR 8 | 

We then began to run for the Mosille, fate op- 
poſed our gaining that pott; the w ind chat bad been 
fa vourable tous at firſt, ſhifted a gainſt us in about two 
g 


ours, which obliged us to forego our purpoſe; and 


then made ſeveral : utempts to reach Pensacola, 


\ WIG was rather more diſtant from vs than Fo other: | 


but that hope failed us alſo, the winds continuing ſtul 
0 Oppole every endeavour we made; ſo that we were 
left withou t retource, in the milit of an enraged ocean, 
againſt which we combated at a diſadvantage, d _ ived 
of all proipect of reaching any haven at all; and ex- 

ecting every moment the deep to open its waves, and 

wal ow us up in its boſom. | 

At length, finding it utterly impoſſible to fave either 
Our [lip or effects, the prefervatt n cven of our lives 
becoming every moment more difficult, we began to 
apply every thoug at and deed to that lingle con lidera- 


tion; we therefore agreed to run the vellel aground 


at the Aal uchet, but were not able to atchieve even 
; 118 defper ate adventure; and we continued ſtill to be 

the cruel port of waves and wind, in a ſtate between 
lie and death, fighting over our misfortunes, certain 
0: our deſtruction, 2 204 yet making indefatigable ef- 
torts to cxtricete ourielbes from the perils that ſur- 
rounded us. | 

Such was our ſituation, from the 12th to the r6th 
of February, v hen in the evening, about ſeven o'clock, 
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we found ourſelves ſtriking againſt a chain of roeks, 
above two leagues from land; and the ſhocks were ſo 
violent that they opened the ſtern of the ſhip, in which 


molt inexpreſiible terror an alarm, till the force of 
repeated ſurges drove us, at length, over the rocks, 
and ſet us afloat again, without our rudder, at the 
mercy of the waves that aſſailed us without, and thofe 
that forced their way into the veſſel, which increated 
every moment. 

Even the little hope that we had till then preſerved, | 
failed us ail at once—on the inſtant, the ſhip refounded | 
with the lamentable exclamations of the marmers, 
who exchanged their lait adieus, prepared for death, 
and implored the mercy of their Creator, by addrefiing |: 
their fervent prayers to Heaven. 7 

What a ſpectacle, my dear friend, was here! None 
but an eye witneſs of it can form an adequate idea of 
our diſtreſs; and that which I am taking ſo much pains |} 
to trace out to you, falls infinitely ſhort of the reality. 


condition we remained for half an hour, under the | 
? 


WED : 
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T equally ſhared the terrors of the crew; and though | 
my deſpair might have been leſs apparent, I dare lay 
that it was not leſs violent than theirs. The extremity 
of the misfortune, with the certainty of its being 1 in 
evitable, ſerved to ſupply me with a ſort of ſeeming 
firmneſs; I ſubmitted to the fate that attended me, 
when it was beyond my power to avoid it; 1 reſigned ; 
my life to the Being who had given if, and preſerved}, 
preſence of mind enough to look upon the laſt momem, 
with calmneſs, and to be ſtill active in my endeavours! 
to retard it. ; 

This viſible teadineſs and refolution happily im- 
poſed fo far upon the whole crew, that it inſpires. 

them, even in the inſtant of deſtruction, with ſuch 
confidence in me that rendered them attentive ans 
obedient to all my directions. The wind drove us to 
ward the land, while I continued to ſteer by the ſhit! 
of our foremaſt ſail, for want of a rudder, when, by at 
unexpected miracle, we arrived, that very night, abou 


nine o'clock, on the eaſt of the illand, and within 
muſket-thot af the ſhore. 
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The agitation of the ſea would not permit our reach- 
ing it, and we prepared to cut up our maſts, and bind 
them together with the cordage, ſo as to ſerve us for 
a float to carry us to land; but while we were at this 
work, the violence of the wind, and the force of the 
waves, overlſet the veſſel on its lJarbcard fide, which 
unforeſeen motion had like to have been fu al to us all, 
by caſting us into the ſea; however, moſt of us had the 
fortune to eſcape this ſhock, and the few who were 
thrown out were lucky enough to recover the ſhip 
again, by the afſſiſtance we gave them. | 

The moon, which until this mowent had lent us 
a feeble light, interrupted only now and then by the 
intervention of the clouds, now left us {uddenly in the 
dark; and in ſuch crcumſtances, it was impollible for 
us to attempt reaching land; ſo that it was reſolved to 
paſs the night on the outfide of the veile). 

What an age of night it was! A deluge of rain fen 
on us, all the while; the ſtore-houſe of the waters 
ſeemed to have been broke open; the waves riſing 
every inſtant covered our bark, and rolled their moun- 
rains over our heads; the thunder roared through the 
air, and the thick intervals of lightning only terved te 
open to us the horrid proſpect of a boundlets horizon, 
and a devouring ſea, ready.to {wallow 1s up, every 
moment, which was as quick ſucceeded by the molt 
difmal dar knels. | 

In ſuch a fituation, ſtretched along on the outſide 
of the hulk, faſtening ourſelves to every thing we could 
lay hold off, drenched through with rain, petrified 
with cold, ſpent with the conſtant efforts we were 
obliged to exert againſt the fury of the waves, which 


_ endeavoured to waih us off fro: n Our hold, we eat 


length perceived the morning's dawn, ouly to afford 
us a clearer view of the dangers we had palliæd, and 


thoſe we had yet to encounter. 


This proſpect of our ſituation appeared ſtill more 
tremendous; we perceived, indeed, that we were not 
Far from land, but we faw that it was jmpothible to 
Teach it. The raging of the ſea would have daunted 
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rolled with ſuch fury, that whoever had delivered 
himſelf over to ti cu, muſt DEN run the riſk of being 
launched back again into the main ocean, or daſhed to 
Pleces . the ſhip, or the f hore. 


4 


the ſtouteſt and mot expert ſwimmers; for the waves 


At this fight and reflection the whote crew WEre 
ſeized with the extr 2mity of deſpair; their groaus and 
exclamations redyiibled, and were repeated with ſuch 
ſtrength and tervency, on they wire band amidſt 
the raging of the winds, the roaring of the thunder, 
and the dathin g of The waves which „ all joined toge- 
ther, augment, ed the horror of the ſound. 


Several hours paſſed 0 with: hut any ch ange in 


our diimal fituation, when oue of the ſailors. a Date, 

P11) Who ha 0 been all that day the loudeſt in TR 
plaints aud cries, and who had, from the firſt appear- 
ance of danger, thewn himſelf the moſt faint-heorted 


af the crew, ceaſed his lamentati on, on the ſudden; 


and, after kceping ſilence for ſome minutes, raiſed up 
His head and voice with an extraordinary emotion. 
4. Vat are we waiting for?“ (cried he out, with the 
reluution, of deipe ir.) 56 Death fur rrounds us on all 


ſicles: —v2 5 Juſt raiſing his arm again us; let us an- 


ticipate him, and haſten the blow he is fo ſlow a to 
rde: —et us in t him in the deep; perhaps, if we 
N 5 


may not be utterly impoſſible to reach it. Tl make 
the attemp.; act if I fail, I but caſt away a few hours 
of my 172, and cut of as many from my 1ufterings.” 
Ai thei words he plunged into the 5 Feng and many 
Others, ali mated by Ms example, would ha 
him if 1 ad not, 1th the utmoſt dif alt; vo rENramed 
them. I pomte#4 to the ab 
the waves, combating in 5 againſt them, khurriccd 
forwarden almoſt to touch the: ſhore, then washed 
back the deep; diſappearing for ſome minutes, 
and appearing again o':1y to be ſcen daſhed againſt the 
rocks. This ſhocking ob'cct ſtruck them with ſo 
much horror, that it abated the deſire of their aitcinpy 
to follow him. 


* 
* vs 


a 
Fs 
4 
wo 

— 
— 
* 
(2 
-- 

"as 

8 
— 
I 

AQ 

— 

— 
— 

— 

— 

bod 


mant from us; the land is in view; it 


followed 
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The day being now near clotting, we reflected with 
terror on the lait night, and trembied betorc-hand at 
that Which was to come. ihe maits and cordage 
which we had 1o happily collected to gether for a rat, 
the day before, were carried off by the waves, ard de- 
prived us of the hope of faving OUFLCIVES) even by 10 
Fron Mitt as this. Wo had a wretched boat, indeed, 
Hut in NO 1 of condition to weather even. the ſhort 


paſſage that appe at to lye between us and the laud. 


We had 1eve 121 times exam: [ned it with this view, aud 


1 


had as often condemned it, as unfit for jervice. 
However; three of our iallore, either more brave or 
deſperate than tke reſt, TE ſolved 1 to take their chance 
in this rotten ſicçe together. They launched it pri- 
vately into the ſe: Ly About communicating their de- 
An to any One ell e of the crew; and the firſt know- 
led: ge we had of it, was from iceing them, at ſome diſ- 


tance, in ſuch a fituaticn as made us give them over 


tor loſt. We were witnetles, for ſome 3 Of their 
ſtruggles, of the pains they labuured with, and the fre- 
quent ritks they 1 ran of being iwallowed up by the 
waves, till at laſt we ſaw them, contrary to all hope 
and probability, arrive ſafe on ſhore. 

How we envied their good fortune! We then, all 
ot us, regretted that we had not made the fame deſpe- 
rate experiment, and each of us reproached ourſelves 
for not having foreſeen their delign. If ever the be- 
holding an happy perſon was ungrateul to the miſe- 


rable, it was ſo then. The figns they made to us, witk 


their extravagant emotions of joy, were but aggrava- 
tions of our misfortuns. 


Such a ſentimeut, I doubt not, muſt appear h orrible 


fo you, as it really tcems to ſhock humanity; yet this 


deteſtable ſenſation is, nevertheleſs, among the ſeeds 
of nature. It diſgraces it, I muſt confeſs; but it is 
certainly true, notwithſtanding. 


Night now deprived us of the fight of cur happy 


comr ades; and being conſtrained to remain till in the 


lame fituation, the compariſon between their fate and 


ours s only augmented 42 miſery; fox our ſuſlerings 
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ſeemed to increaſe, as divided among a lefier number. 


This night was even more terrible to us than the fone 
mer; the fatigue was the lame; and the exhanun ail 
ſtate w e had heen reduced to, by our pail labour „ left 
us harciy power to faſtain 1 the preſent. 

Ever ſince our veile! bad been overſet, we had! 10 
been able to get at the infide of her; for we dw not 
venture to open auy part of her deck, for feur of cx 
poing a new. palſage to the waves to ruſh in and burſt 
= B Aft nder, ſo a8 to deprive us even of that little tay 

r eee We remained, conſé- dusnt aul 
this while, without meat or drink to recruit our 
Rrength, or ſupport. our. ſpirits; and without een, 


V 
* 


: 
allo, © forget gur miſeries, for the ſhorteſt moment. 
The seie ſtranded among a * FEAT rocks 
Iome NUni under Water, was daſhed againſt 5 
All the lle bythe: force of he waves, 10 vid! ently, 
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the lan rife, which Was a light we had abſolute 
pa red of, When we faw it ſetti 1g; and when deat 
Ly zutting an end to our calamities, would certain 
Eave been a bleiting. | 

Our firſt emotion upon finding ourſelves til chng- 
ing faſt to the fide of our veſtel, was to retuin cur 
than zſgiving -Ss to Heaven, for having preſerved us ally 
even in ſuch a deplorable ſituation; and to raiſe up 6 
ſuppliant hands! in pctition to Providence to afford us 
ſome means oi cicaping to the ſhore. 

The wind began to abate, and the various 2gitatic: 
of the ſea ſublided a little, but only to prefent 8 


_ object of commiſeration and anxiety to our view, ot 


the ſame kind, but not 10 great a one as that on the 
day before. 
One of our ſailors, a remarkable good 55 wimmer, 


having for ſome time contemplated the diſtance to th 


we {ca ea 
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fore, at length reſolved with-himſelf to attempt the 
Paflage. „ will try to reqoin my friends en the other 
fide,” ſaid he, „and we will endeavour to caulk and 
ſtring h the boat, and, Perhaps, we may be happy 
CLOUD EQ FENG ler it {ſufhc: ently CdpPA ble of taking a8 
many tis b3ckward and forward as may ferve to land 
the remainder Of us upon 2, ra fir na, at laſt. 

This, at leatt, is the only reſource that misfortune 


545 left in our power to make trial Ot, and it affords- 


no tine for heſfitation. Gur ſtrength is failing us every 
moment; let us not Walt till 1t is quite exhauſted, but 
make ene effet ore with what rernains, to extricate 
Cur fever ohr 1G horrid and forlorn a fituation.” 

Ve applauded his propela', aud encourayed him 
as much as was in our power. | put his deſign in 
Execution, as the only incans that were left us to 
make experiment aks lor our lives. We gave him all 
cur handkerchie. and what line we could get at, to 
ſerveèe mftcad 1 1 onkum, towards reiitiing the boat, 
\ hich he faſtened about his wailt, and infeau ty plung ed 
into the ſea; 


Ve ſaw kim fcreral times on the point of periſhing 


our anxlous eyes watched narrowly tor him; he was 


our laſt reſource, our ſole deliverer; we ſhared the 


Fong he ran; our tate depended on his; we encour: iged ; 


Lim by our: voice and geſture. 
Jn ine, after hay; g an hundred times ſuſtained al- 


ternate hopes aud ſears ;, we had the extacy, at length, 


10 fee him reach the ſhiore, after infinite labour and 
dangers. We fell immediately on our knees to thank 
iteaven for his eſcape, and warm beams of Joy aud 
Dope enlivened and fortified our hearts. 

It was now about feven o' clock in the morning; 


we waited impatiently the moment of our deliverance; 


we never turned our eyes an inſtant from the coaſt; 
we perceived the four ſailors all buſy about the boat, 
and we ſeconded their labours by our prayers. How- 
ever, they ſeemed to,procced but ſlowly in their work, 

and we trembled often with fear, leſt their . wier 
pe ineffectual. 
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At length, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
their operations ceaſed, and we ſaw the boat launched 
into the fea. It approached our veſſel. How is it 
poſſible to d r the tranſport of our crew? It was 
expreſſed by ſhrieks, by tears, aud mutual embraces, 

licitating one er Hut, 

This extacy, this ſympathy, was quickly over, and 
took another turn when it came to the point of em- 
barking. The boat was but ſtall; it could not con- 
tain above a third Part of our number; we could not 
attempt to embark all at once, without finking it. 
Every one was fenfible of the difficulty, but no one 
would conſent to wait for a ſecond paſſage; the fear 
of ſome accident happening to prevent a return, and 
the terror of lying another night been on the hulk, 


made every onc obſtinate for being taking in the firſt. 


Thoſe who had brought the boat to us called out 
to me, inſiſting that 1 ſhould take advantage of this 
rſt opportunity, as they feared it would not be in 
their power to make two returns more; which expreſ- 
on being heard by the reſt, excited new outcries, and 
deſperate reſolves in each to ruſh into the ſkiff, all at 
once. | 

I raiſed my voice above the reſt, and intreated lence 
for a moment. „ Your clamours, your violences,“ 
ſaid J, „hurt yourſelves, and retard your own fafety. 
We are all loſt, if you perſiſt in going all together. 
25 to reaſon, obey her dictates, and hope. We 

e equally involved in the ſame perils; preferences 
God be unjuſt in ſuch circumſtances; misfortune 
has aboliſhed all diſtinction; let us then determine the 


flirſt paſſengers by lot; let us ſubmit our fate to this 


impartial deciſion; and, to convince thoſe who may 
be left behind, that hope remains ſtill with me, I will 
ſtay with them myſelf, and promiſe to be the laſt per- 
fon that ſhall quit the veſſel.“ 

This reſolution ſurpriſed and filenced them; they 
8 to the propofition, and one of the ſailors 
having a parcel of cards in his pocket, they were made 
uſe of to determine the chances. Of the eleven of us 


OY 
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that were clinging tothe veliel, four were taken in, 
and were gelivercd ſafe on laud by the other four WhO 
had nav! ga ted the boat, and who returned immediately 
to carry away its other complement of four more. 
While they were coming towards us, I happened 
to derceive the ſtern of our veſſel fo looſened by the 
ock of the waves 3, that by the help. of-M. De, lau, 
and my negro, 1 ſeparated it entirely. This wre K 
appeared to me as good as a Canoe, to Carry us 
amore; M. Declan being of the ſame opinion, we 


D 
ventured upon it RCTs nine by the negro; 
when the other 8 OK. Ban, and happily arrived at 


the ſame point of land, a ſhort time after th em. 

The mexpreflible trantport we were ſeufible of, upon 
being thus far ſafcly delivered, can only be imagined, 
as well as the gr ateful and fervent devotion with whic h 

| we offered up our hymus to the Creator, with the 

happineſs we felt in repohng our harraſſed limbs on 

a firm ſpot, without app prehcnding its failing under us, 

every moment! 8 | 

The oyiters that we found ou the coaſt furniſhed us 
with a truly delicious repaſt; the total privation of 
food we had ſuſtained for ſo long before, gave them a 
LE peculiar reliſn. We rejoiced in our preſent ſituation, 
and paſſed a peaceable night an a profound cep, un- 
| nterrup ted by af: agrecable ; deus about our further de 
lier: nee, whien ferved to recruit our ſtrength and 
pirits- The next day we abe e allo with the ſame 


Wiotaction ; but as was not of along continuance, 

3 Cur mate had fallen fick a few days after we had 
e Mitt tail; and the fatigue of the voyages together with 
C he conftaut # ks anc} terrors we had fo long endured, 
SW! fo mach increated bis illneſs, that it was with 
y Wcircme ee he could quit his bed, when the 
Went ſtruck agr. ge amd J ai ſtill more aſtoniſhed 
r- ow he was 8 let wet upon the outlide of the ſhip, 

en ſhe overſet. 

ey be length of time we lay in this ſad ſituation, bad 
rs 106 xhauſted his ſtrength; and yet, when the lots 


de Fore drawn, he happened to be one of the lirſt paty 


_ of us who found no reſt at land; but he ſuffered with- 


hat you have already paſſed the heavieſt of them; but 
I ſhall ſhare no more of them with you. Pray for 


* 
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{engers, and contrived to get into the boat without 
any manner of affiſtance. But the fear that had lent 
him ſuck powers for the inſtant, rendered him weaker 
when the danger was over. He was the only one 


out complaining, as be was tender of diſturbing our 
repoſe. 

When the day-light had roufed us from the arms 
of fleep, I went to enquire how he was, and found 
him ee to his laſt moments. I called upon 
the reſt of our companions to try what help they could 
afford; but how could any of us afliſt him, in ſuch a 
ſituation and circumſtances ? h 

My hour is come,“ ſaid he. © I thank Heaven, 
for preſerving my life long enough to ſee you all, at 
preſent, in a place of ſafety; my anxiety for your de- 
hverance will not now attend me to the grave. O, 
my friends! may you be able to profit farther of this 
kindneſs of Providence! You are not, perhaps, arrived 
at the end of your dithculties; though I flatter myſelf 


me. I expire.” He began to rave ſoon after theſe 
words, and drew his laſt breath before us. 

His loſs coſt us many tears, ſuſpended the joy of our 
gclivery, and afforded us leiſure tor ſome melancholy 
reflections, We were then reſting on a deſert ſpot ot 

land, ſurrounded by the fea; ſome continent appeared 
in view, at no great diſtance, indeed; but how to reach 
it! Such thoughts added to our alfliction, while we 
were paying the laſt duty to our departed friend, 
whom we interred in his clothes, juſt as he died, har. 
ing contrived with extreme labour to dig a grave for 
him in the ſand, His name was D-tronche. 

After the performance of this mournful office, ws 

walked along the ſhore, and had the fortune to 1c 
ſome of our trunks, ſeveral catks of tafia, a ſort 0 


American liquor, and many bales of merchandise 
thrown by the tide upon the coaſt, and which had at 
rived there before us. 
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But none of theſe goods, except the liquor, appeared | 
to be of the leaſt conſequence to us. We ſhould have 
preferred a few biſcuits, fire-arms to defend us, or pro- 
vide us with food, but more immediately à good fire 
to have dried our clot hes, and warmed our limbs, quite 
numbed with cold and wet, to all the re}, | 

This laſt diſtreſs being now our moſt preſſing evil, 

made us apply our w hole thoughts and n to 
remedy it. We tried the method ſaid to be uſed by 
the ſavages, of kindling a fire, by rubbing two ſticks _ 
quick and hard againſt each other; but, whether 
through aukwardneſs, or ſome other impediment, the 
experiment failed us, and we gave over all turther Pro- 
jects of the kind. . 

'The fea, by this time, having become not calm, 5 
formed a reſolution of going aboard our veſſel, by 
means of the ſhattered boat that had ſaved us ſo ſuc- | 

| ceſsfully before. If it ſhould fail me, in the paſſage, 
| ſaid T to myfelf, the diſtance is not ſo great, but that 
I hall be able to ſwim back again, while the wind con- 
F tivues its preſent ſlumber. 
Upon this reflection, I applied to two of the ſailore, 
e whom I knew to be good iwimmers, to go along witi 
me; but the propoſition made them ſhudder. I hey 
ur | had not ſo ſoon forgot their ſufferings on the fide of 
is the veſſel; and they trembled at the idea of their being 
4 obliged to renew them, if the ſtorm thould happen to | 
by” | riſe again, before they could return. | 
ch did not preſs them further; indeed they might have 
5 been uſeleſs to me; for even ſhould they have ven- 
na tured, with fo much dread about them, and been ter- 
1. fed at the ſmalleſt wave, inſtead of affording me af. 
2d ſiſtance, they might have increaſed my difficulties, and 
embarraſſed the enterprize [ had determined to ven- 
ture upon. 
1 The very idea of that unlucky ſhip had filled the 
+ minds of the whole crew with ſo much horror, that 
d many of them endeavoured to diſſuade me from my 
42 purpoſe. I rebuked them for their timidity, and ran 
into the boat with precipitation, without Liſtening to 
any more of their remonſtrances. 


— — — — gn 


"Cam 


24 ADVENTURES OF 


J arrived ſafe at the ſhip, where the ſea, having ſubs 
ſided after the ſtorm, had left fome part of the deck 
uncovered. I moored tic boat, 2 and got into the vet- 
{el with ſome difficulty. It was deep in water, and 
I was obliged ſometimes to wade up to my breaſt. I 
could not cafily find the articles I was in queſt of 
for every thing had been overturned, and drove out ot 
its place, by the many ſhocks the vellel had undergone 
during the ſtorm. . 

L had the good fortune, However, to lay my hands 
on a ſmall barrel of gun-povrd: er, about twenty-five 
pounds weight. It happened to lye in a place above 
the water; beſides, the caſk was ſtaunch enough 0 
have Kept the powder dry, as it had been before uſed 
for brandy, and afterwards applied to this purpoſe by 
M. La Couture, when he was fitting out for this un 2PDY 
voyage. I recovered alfo fix fulii: l a parc 1 of I»d 
Mandkerchiefs, ſeveral blankets, a fac K. with between 
thirty and forty pounds weis tht of bilcutt, and two 
batchets, which was all that 1 was able tc carry away. 

I returned to the ifland with my ler 
received with a general ſhout of joy. The fir oſt ahi 14 
J did, was to get a parcel of dry wood, of which there 
was ſufficient plenty on the coaſt, and have-a large fire 
kindled; which was a comfortable relief to our little 
party. With this we employed ourſelves in drying the 
clothes we had on us, with thoſe that had taken wet 
in our portmanteaus, and the blankets that 1 had jus 
brought away from the ſhip... | 9 

I then ordered ſome of the ſailors to bring fome 
freili water from a ſpring, in order to ſteep our biſcuit 
in, which had been drenched in the fea. This water 
Was extremely breckiih ; but as it was not bitter, we 
corrected it with ſome of the aa, and reſted fatisned 
with this improvement, becaule we were ignora int that 
there was any better to be h aal in the iſland; though 
J have ſince learned that it abounds with ireſh rivers 
and clear ſprings. 

While ſome of us were employ ed in curing the bit- 
Cuit, and ſpreading them abroad to dry, © others oc | 
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pied themſelve s in cleaning the arms by and preparing 
them for uſe, Which was ſoon Periorme I tappened 
luckily to have ſome pounds of imall 500 tin my c eloak- 

ba, with ſome of which I provided two of our beſt 
rarkfinen along with a Proper portion of gun-pow- 
Ct uur 00 to us, in At an hour, with half 
2 dozen wild-fowl, which abound on that coaſt. | 
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act us to anz wha 85 pot: we had large 

vers to croſs, and gre i for reſts to pars through, where 
Ve mult run the 1 01 10 Ng our way, every Ps 
W; id beaſts were. to. be a; 51 chend., and then Set- 


ing with favages, n not Tels dangerous than 
they; nay we could not be certain but that there mi lit 
be both of thoie enge bh : th every land we then 
00d upon. 


We knew tint the e inhabitant s. of the Apalachian. 


coaſt forſake the villages, during the winter-ſchſon, and 
betake themſelves to the neighbe urin ng lands, Where 
they follow the hace „till about the beginning of April, 
when they again return to the Continent, laden with 
the ſkins of wild animals they have hunted doven, 
winch they exchange with the Europeans for arms, am- 
munition, and brandy. 


It might pothbly happen that we ſhould be ſurpriſed 
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by a troop of thoſe ſavages, at a time when we were not 
prepared for them; when they would certainly put 
us to death, in order to rob us of what effects, though 
ever ſo inconſiderable, we might be poſſeſſed of. We 
vere afraid alſo that the caſks of /afia, that were lying 
on the coaſt, might fall into their hands; and, loving 
that liquor, they might get drunk with it, and meet- 
ing with us in ſuch a condition, might maſſacre us all, 
without remorſe, out of mere ſtupid brutality. This 
latter peril, however, we took care to prevent, by im- 
mediately ſtaving all the caſks, except three, which we 
hid in a wood, and buried under the ſand. | 
We remained this Whale day, and all the next, un- 
der ſuch inquictudes and apprehenfions as ſuch re-] 
llections muſt naturally have inſpired. We ſtarted at 
the leaſt noiſe, in dread of an attack: we dared noiÞ 
feparate from one another, for a moment; day and 
night we ſtept by turns, and placed centinels front 
ing the four points of the compass, to guard againſt q 
furpriſe; and ſome of us who diſtruſted the vigilanceÞ 
or thoſt who were on Guty, loſt their own reſt t. 
watch with them. In ſhort, there never was ſo ſmall! q; 
number of perſons got together oppretſed with 1 
many misfortunes and fears. | ; 
The 22d of February, in the morning, our wholg 
troop, fatigued with the duty of the night, happene 
to fall all together into a profound fleep, when w 
vere ſuddenly roufed by a ſailor, who happened to b 
more wakefil than the reſt, and cried out, “ Awake 
Behold the favages! We are loſt!““ Every one ſtarte; 
up at the word; and without confulting any othe 
method of ſafety, were beginning to fly into th 
woods; but I prevailed on them to ſtand their ground 
by deliring them to look at the enemy they were afra' 
of, and to reckon their number, which was only five 
two men and three women, armed each with a full 
What are you afraid of?“ ſaid I. “ Is ſuch a part. 
as that fo formidable to you? How much inferior Nc. 

it to ours! We arc in a ſtate to dictate to them, 
they ſhould have come upon us with any hoſtile if 
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of, which was likewiſe returned on their part. 
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27 
Let us wait their approach 


3 for- t th CY May 


tent tions. 


to the laſt degree be uſcful to us, by extricatin g us out. 
; Of Our prefent difficulties.” 


My companions were ftruck with ſhame at their 


cos vardice, and ſet themſelves calmly down, by the 


Fre- ſide, till the ſavages came up to us, whom we re- 


ceived with every token of friendſhip we could think 


We 
I preſented them with ſome preſents out of our trunks; 


and gave them alſo ſome cups of zafia, which they 
- feemed to reliſh extremely. 


He who ſcemed to com- 
—_ the reſt, ſpoke to us in bad ,; and one of 


our ſailors that underſtood the language, converſed 
with him, and ſerved as an interpret 


er between us. 
We learned from this ſavage, that his name hn 


N | Antonio and that he was a native of St. Murg“, 
9 


the Apalachian Mountains, He had come with bis 
family to paſs the winter in an iſland about three 
| leagues from the one we were in. Some pieces of our 


4 | wreck, thrown upon the. coaſt where he was, bad 


9 prompted him to rove about, in ſcarch of more. 


| > 


1 


5 apprehenſions. 


gor was himſelf miſtaken; for it was above 26. 


His 
family, then with him, confiſted of his mother, ſiſter, 
wife, and nephew. 


We atked him if he would nderta ike to conduct 


| us to St. Mar“, on aſſurance of his being ſufficiently. 
recompenced for his trouble? He ſtepped afide, and 


conferred, for near an hour, with his family about 
him, caſting an eye, every now and then, to our arms, 
our portmanteaus, our blankets, and other commo- 
dit ies. | 

Theſe appearances alarmed us: w e began to ſuſpect 
our guide; but the open countenance with which he 


returned to us, and the offer he made to come back to 


convoy us, without delay, diſpelled our doubts and 


He told us that ST. Mark's was not 
above 10 leagues off; but in this he either deceived us. 

But 
this we were then ignorant of; for had we not, this 


firit breach of truth might have put us more on Our 
guard, 
D 2 
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Aiitgnn retired with our preſents; and, as he pro. 
it 


ee B 

miſed to return to-vs-the next day with his canoe, 
three of our failors made no di ifficuity of going along 
with him. He kept his word, and e us àa pre- 
ſent of a buſtard, and half a roè-buck. As it was late 
berure we could fot out, we deferred our journey til 
the day following. 

On the 2ath, we 


Fa 
4 
Lily * - 


reighted his bark with what part 
of our effects we could well carry with us, and de- 
parte only ſix of us, at this time; becauſe the canoe 
could not take iu more at once. The whole crew 1n- 
ſiſted upon my being among the firit paſtencers, being 
well allured, as Ty {ard, that Lthould not . 
thoſe who might be left behind, but would compel the 
ſavage to return for them, it he ſliould een, to be 
refractory. | 

An quis landed us in the other . whe! 0 we met 
our three compauions who had left us two days be- 
fore. My firſt attention on our arrival was paid to the 
confidence repoſed in me by five of our crew who had 
been left behind in Deg Land. I intreated our hot 
to return inſtantly for them and the reſt of our effects 
but he refuied to go upon this errand ſo immed Batch 
being deſirous, as he ſaid to me, firſt to ſet us down, 
in ſome place of ſafety, on fer Hi, às they call 
tlie 2 e t This I moſt ſtrenuou liy ophofed: in- 
aced his obſtinacy gave me reaſon to {uivect his in- 
tentions; but! I prevatied on him, at laſt, to comply 
with my requeſt, after two intire days ſolicitations 
Ppromiſes, and tbrcats. 

Ou the 28th, WE were all brought together again, 
Which was a vat conſolation to us all: while we wer 
aſundcr, we felt as if a limb was wanting Þ We CON. 
dered one another as. brothers; we inutually aſhſted 

and ſupported sach other; the diſtinction 3 
eaptai and ſatlor was levelled to friends and equais. 
We were but fourteen now, and conſidered ouriclycs 
as of one family, 

As ſoon as we had been all colle cd together, 1 


*. 


ſummoned the ſavage to perſorm bi is Pr onife, and con 
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delay. 
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duct us to ſome place of ſafety, on terra ma; but 
the favourable diſpofition he had at firit ſhewn to- 
wards being ſerviceable to us, appcared now to be 
{lackened; he ſcemed to iy from our ſolicitations; all 
the day was ſpent in hunting, and he returned not to 
his but, at night, which he had entirely currendercd to 
our poſſeſſion. | 

We were much at a loſs to! 


know what to conicc- 
ture about his behaviour. Did he watch for an op- 


portunity to ſtrip us of all our effects, and abſcond 
into. the woods? Such- a ſuſpicion excited us to 145 
much vigtlance, that we thought it impothble for hin 
to take advantage of us. | | | 


Some of our Companions, Wearied at laſt with ſuch 


an anxious and uncertam ſtate of our afairs, propeſfed 
methods of violence, that would probably har reſcued 
us from many hardſhips and misfortunes iince ; their 
cheme was to ſlay theic five ſavages, and ſcize their 
canoe, to tranſport us to the Apatuc/es, without further 

But I diffuaded them from fo Ceſperate a purpoſe, 
by repreſenting the danger of 1ts conſequences. It 
was much to be apprehended that the other ſavages ct 
their nation might ſoon come to the knowledge of 
their deaths, and revenge themſelves upon us in the 
fame manner. None of us were acquainted with theſe 
:flands, ſeas, or harbours; then how ſhould we be able 
to ſteer with ſafety to terra firm! Chance, perhaps, 
might poſſibly conduct us thither; but what a mad- 


neſs to embark our lives on the ſole kope of ſuch an 
E | e 


We had remained five days in this iſland, ſubſiſting 


on what fiſh and fowl we could provide ourſelves with, 
and huſbanding our biſcuit with the cloſeſt economy, 


by ſtinting ourſelves to an ounce a day. At laſt, by 


lying on the watch for Antonio, we happened to inter- 


cept him, and by bribes and intreaties prevailed on 


him to carry us over to the Continent. = : 
On the 5th day of Marc/ we divided our little party, 
once more; loaded the * with the moſt conſidera- 
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ble ſhare of our effects, and embarked, to the! 
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ſhipwreck, .. We kad undergone many ſevere mis tor. 
tunes, hut worſe Ulafters lay ſtill in w ai for us. Ik 18 
in the following pi t of my ſtory that you will 1:19 3 
had oceation to exert? the utmolt efforts of mY torts 


tude; which, as often failed me on the trial. 
You will mcet with, in thetic 1 Fubt que ent mem! Ur 8, act n 
Incredible misfortunes, and circumſtauces ſo ſhocking, 
that the iole recollection of them makes meet! bie 
fil, even while I am merely n them. 

Autonio had aſſured us, that our voyage would be 
completed in about two days; we "hot nd, there N 
have only laid in provitons ſufficient merely to ha 
lerved us during the paiſage, if the late experience of 
former difficulties and diſappointments had not hinted 

the precaution of taking on board a tubſtitence for at 


Jeaſt double the time. It confiſted of between fix and 


ieven pounds of biicuit, with tome quarters of broiled 


bear and roe-buc 


Stich -a precau tion was prudent, but not ſuſſicient; 


for our paiſege was much longer than we had been 


ace to imagine. Antonio, after about three leagues 


failing, ſtopt at an iſland, where be obliged us to ſtay, 


till the next day, when he did not make greater exbe- 


dition than before. I took notice chat, inticad Kn EEG 
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ing towards the Cortirent, he carried us from one 
illand to another, without any manner of purpoſe th: 


Fat 


— 


we could conceive. This extrac rditary manner on 
proceeding rendered me extremely uncaſy, and aug 
mented the diſtruſt which his former cc nduct had in- 
ivired me with. 

Seven days were loitered away, in theſe trips; our 
proviſions were exhauſted; ane we had nothing to 
tubfilt on, except a few oyiters that we met with on 
Wor Of the coaſts, and two or three wild: forrls that 
1 he ſavages aftorded us now and then. Nor were we, 

after all, DIAS ught even within a view of-the- (Hints 
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qe = oa With, We became now. {5 extremeiy wEbiC, 


that we were hardly able to row the boat in 1 

The miſerable ſituation to wlnch we were St bat re. 
duced, made ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, as 1 
lad never felt before. by patience being quite ex- 
hauſted by the continuance of his! pervericne 1s, I be 
came ſeized with ſuch a fit of rade and violence as was 
not any part of my uſual character. Ai,, appeared 
1 lainly to be a treacherous villain, who meant to let 

; periſh. piece- meal; and ſelf. defence juſtified any 
mans that might be neceſſary towards extricating 
us from our danger. Theſe refiections agitated my 
mind, in the middle of the night. I took M. Dejclun 
and La Couture apart, to conſult with on this cincr- 
gency. | 

It ſurpriſed me, even then, how I could be capable 
of arguing ſo warmly for the putting Az979 to 
death, when it was I alone who had ſtood forth in his 
defence, on a former occaſion, againſt our whole crew. 
i am not naturally cruel, but misfortunes had rendercd 


me outrageous enough, at that inſtant, both to propoſe. 


and commit a murder. The ſituation I was in muſt 
plead my excuſe, and the event has ſince juſtified my 
apprehenſions and reſolve. 

M. Deſelau and La Couture judged differently of this 
aJair; they repeated to me the lame arguments I yay 
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before made uſe of, when 1 oppoſed the crew upon 
the very fame occation.. I was not convinced; but 
complied, however, with their remonſtrances, and 


paſſed the rem lnger of the night without being able 


to frame any other ſcheme for our preſervation. - 
The next day, the 12th of 374-4, we ſailed again, 
little more than two leagues, ai landed, as uſual, on 


ſome other iſland; where, overcome with miſery and 


fatigue, and requiring reſt, we each of us wrapped our- 
ſelves up in our blankets, as uſual, and lay down. be- 
fore a Jar, ge tine. We gave ourfelves up to fleep with 
the moſt Perfect acquieſcence, as the time we patſed in 
forgetting our exiſtence was certainly fo many anxious 


moments ſubtracted from Cur mi Fe 


My flumber w a3 3 but hort; my inquietudes rendered 
me wretched, and afforded me but a very broken reſt 
from the diſin. 55 1 7 chenfions which preſented them- 
ſelves to my imagination. I will not carry it fo far as 
to ſay that they amounted to forebodings, as this, 
pernaps, m: ay Le one of the ſuperſtitions that the more 
enligntencd pailtoi. phy has abolithed, among other 
prejucices of the tame kind, I pretend not therefore 


to 10k upon this notion here; I ſpeak only of what I 


have myielf experienced. 

I imagined, while I was in a doze, that L was Rand- 
ing on the ſtrand, and perceived the ſavage and his wife 
failing away in his canoe: my mind was fo ſtrongly 
impreſſed by this vition, that I took for a real fact 

what had been juſt tranſacted before my eyes; and 
conſequently ſent forth in my ſleep fo piercing an ex- 
clamation as rouſed all my companions, who alſo 
awakened me by calling out to know what new alar m 


had, juſt at that moment, affected me. 


I told them what it was; they made a jeft of my ter- 


rors; and their reaſoning and raillery, with my being 


too far from the coaſt to have ſeen the tranſaction, if 
it had been one, ſoon brought me to conclude that I 
had been only dreaming; and I then joined with the 
reſt, to laugh at my own weakneſs. 

Upon this, they all compoſed themſelves again to 
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fleep, and I fell a to a profound lumber, inbehich 
: continued "till 6 midnight, when , was fart, 
ut of it, as before, by the very ſame idea ! 
related to YOU. My < 
ſtrong, that Teouldnotavoidlooing immediately down 
to the ſhore, either to quict cr confirm my fears 
L aroſe alone, u SOUL diſturbing any one, and walked 
away, with feeble and { Ragge! ing ſteps, to the APE k 


1 
The {? RY Was cle ar, and the moon {h 
1 


"7 
woe 
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to afford me a diſtin view of he whole coaſt. 6 
looked for the c ande, but could not find it; 1 tearched 
every cranny for it, but in vain. I called to the favage 
levcral times, but received no auſwer, except from my 
COMPANIONS, W ho, awakened. by my voice, came al 
running towards me. 
There was no occafion-to inform them of our mit- 
fortune ; they appeared frantic with de ae: and la- 
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procure ſubſiſtence. We had no<luthes, except what 


Wore on our backs, and our blankets. Our {ulils „and 
our other effects, had been en aboard the boat. 
Len our iwords, which we had | uſually worn as de- 
tence againſt the wild beafts anc 4 ſavages we had rag 


in conitant dread of, had been carcleſely left behin = F 
1 


the day before. In ſhort, we remained withou any 


jort of weapon, offenſive or defenſive, except a Plant 


* 


inife that ] happened to have in my pocket. 
This iſland produced neither root or fruit, of any 
kind, to ſuſtain us; nor did that ſhore afford -cith er 
Cyſters, or any other fort of 1!: c- Hth. W hat a ſhocks 
ing ſituation! What hope, what poſlibility, even 


It us now? And what could arnil the nobleſt furti- 
tude in ſuch circumitances of defpair , 

As ſoon as the day appeared, we rolled our blankets 
about us, now the only goods or elicets we pcolicſied al 
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the world, and returned to the ſtrand, hoping to find 
{ome fort of fiſh there to ſatisfy our hunger. Our 
fearch<s were in vain; we walked for near two hours 
about the land, without diſcovering any thing that 
could ſerve us for food, or even a drop of freſh water, 
We came, at length, to the end of this barren iſland, 
from whence we could ſce another, that was ſeparated 
from ours by a ſtrait about half a quarter of a league 
over; we had pafled a day and a night there before 
with the fivage, and remembered that it had good 
water, and excellent ſhell-fiſh, on its coaſt. How 
much did we regret that we had not been deſerted on 


that ſpot, inſtead of where we now were! We could 


have at leaſt ſubſiſted there. This reflection increaſed 
our miſery; we ſet down on the ſand, regarding with 
a greedy eye the iſland before us, and deploring the 
ſterility of our own. 

Preſſed by hunger, we dekberatel whether we ought 
not to hazard the croſſing that arm of the ſea which 
divided the two iſlands; we muſt expect death if we 
did not attempt it. Our choice was made without 
heſitation; we reſolved to venture; but, on going to 
execute our ſcheme, we were ſtopped by a difficulty 
we had not yet thought of. 

Madame La (ture and her fon were with us; and 
how could they follow us? This paſſage was not dread- 
ful to men accuſtomed to the water; but a woman, 
and ſo young a lad, could not ndert it without 
danger. Already we ſaw M. La C,utvre uneaſy, mea- 
ſuring the channel with his eyes. and thinking on the 
means to conduct with ſafety perſons fo dear to him. 
Humanity w ould not permit us to leave them behind; 


ſo we reſolve to relieve each other, ſucceſſively, in 


ſupporting them both; whilu my negro, who was 
the ſhorteſt of the company, marched firſt, to ſount! 
the bottom, and point out to us where we e might belt 
attempt to ford it. | 

I took the hand of Mad. La 8 M. Deſc lau 
took that of the young man. M. La Couture made two 
parcels of part of our clothes that we had put off 
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laced one on the head of my ſlave, and carr#d the 
other himſelf. Thus we ſet out, at laſt; fortunately, 
the bottom was tolerably firm and even; the water, 
in the deepeſt part, came no higher than our ſto- 
machs: we marched on flowly, and reached the op- 
poſite ſhore, at length, in ſafety. Mad. La Couture, 
during this dangerous patlaze, ſhewed a courage and 
ſtrength that ſurpriſed me; ſhe appeared the fame in 
every ſituation; nor could it be ſaid that her company 
was either uſeleſs, or troubleſome to us. We happily 
arrived at this iſland, where we hoped to find ſome 


nouriſhment ; but experienced a new diſtreſs that was 


near proving fatal to us. We had been an hour and a 
half in the water, and an extreme coldneſs ſeized us 
on quitting it. To make a fire, either to dry or warm 
us, was now e impoſſible, as there was not a flint to be 
found, in this, or any other of theſe iſles that we had 
wandered over. 

Though we were almoſt ſpent with fatipu and ſa- 
mine, exerciſe was our only reſource; e continued, 


therefore, to walk for ſeveral hours, ſearching for oyl- 


ters, which we devoured as faſt as we could. After 


having thus ſatisfied the impatient calls of hunger, we 


had the precaution to gather a few, as a reſerve; and 
the ſun caiting now a conſiderable heat, ſerved to dry 
our wet clothes, and permitted us to reſt, for ſome 
time. The air was extremely ſharp during the night, 
and often obliged us to riſe and walk, to prevent its 
dangerous effects. | | = 
The next day, a wind at ſouth-eaſt increaſed the 
heat of the ſun; we renewed our ſearch after ſhell-fiſh, 
along the beach ; but the tide was not out, and there 
was no fiſh to be come at; ſo that we were obliged to 
content ourſelves with the ſmall proviſion that we had 
laid by the preceding evening. We had afterwards 
occaſion to obſerve, that the tide never ebbed while 
the ſoutherly winds continued. We acquired this 
knowledge, at our own expence, as by this means we 
were frequently in want of food. We ſought amongſt 
the herbs and roots for a ſupply, but could diſcover 
nothing catable, except ſome wild ſorrel. 
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Twitl not enter into a tedious detail of all that — 
in the firit ten days after 4:59:70 had abandoned us; 
we ſuffered exceedingly from cold by night, and not 
teldom from famine; we paſſed whole days in bewail- 
ing our misfortunes, and in prayer to the Almighty, 
that he would deign to put an end to them. 

We had now reached the 224 of March, as nearly 
as we could gueſs, when, in the midſt of our uſual la- 
mentations, and anxious meditations on the means of 
quitting our wretched abode, we recollected, that in a 
neighbouring Hand, 1 we had happened to touch 
at with the vile Iudian, there lay on the ſhore the re- 
mains of an old cande, . hich we imagined we might 
repair well enongh to be able to carry us over to the 
Continonts A | | 

This flattering idea was readily embraced ; we de- 
livered ourſelves up to joy, as if we were already cer- 
tain of p our wiſhes. M. Deſtlun, M. La Got- 
ture, and I, corfulted together about the means of 


It 
getting to the place where this old thattered boat lay. 
We . an ob {eryation to the eaſtw ard, as well as 


we could, and, computing how far diſtant we then 
were from that cont, * we conclud ied it to be between 
55 Ir and five leagues. off. In reality we were not de- 

eived: but we had many difficulties to encounter in 
this ER FPEUION 3 for tliere were ſeveral rivers, and a 
arm of the ſea, to croſs. However ' theie obftacies « aid 
not diſcourage us. Ve determined to attempt the en- 
terprize, at leaſt, upon this periuchon, that r eſolution 
and perſeverance are a match for any undertaking 8. 
which is not impoflible iu nature. 

We refoived to ſet out, the fame day, a" not to 
take Mad. La Corture, or her fon with us, as they 
would only retard our deſign; neither could they wp 
port, like us, the labour and fatigue of it: beſides, 1 
was pr obable that the waters we had to paſs might 
ſo deep as to oblige us to iwim, which they were inca- 
pable of doing. Mad. Za Couture, convinced by theſe 
reatons, conſented to wait our return, with her ſon. 
I leit my negro behind, to attend them, and we de 
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parted, after promiling to return, either with or with- 
out the canoe, as ſoon as poſlible. 

The project we had now undertak den, was our laſt 
hope and reſource; we talked of it during our jour- 


ney, as of a moſt 5robable {cheme. This re-antmated - 
12 


our ſpfrits, recruited our ſtrength, and rendered the 
y leſs tedious, 


"To every ſtate of life, and in all the circumſtances 


of it, mankind indulge themiclves in_chimeras, and 
often quit ſubſtances Tor ſhadows. But it is Ges to 
the wreiched that ſuch illuſions become a real bleſ- 
. fing: whilſt their imaginations are amuſed, their ſor- 
rows are relieved, and tor a time forgotten. Between 
three and four hours walking brought us to the utmoſt 
extremity of our land, without being forced to pats 
any river larger than what we could term a brook, in 
Europe's but now a ſort of canal, about a quarter of a 
league bread, preſented itſelf to our view, aud arreſted 
Our Couric, 

We muſt Naz rd the croſſing this arm of the ſea; or 
reſign our hopes. This reflection tuſtained Gur rel- 
lution ; and an hour's reſt recovered. us a little; we 
needed all our ſtrength, as we were ignorant whether 
this water was every where fordable, and trembled leſt 
the part which might have required our ſwimming 
ould exceed the ſmail degree of force we might then 
be left pollefled of. This idea held us for ſome time 
in ſuſpence; at length, reſolving to ritk ny thing, 
we kneeled, and addrefied a ſhort t, but fervent prayer 
Y God, for his ſupport under this trial. Relying, 


therefore, on his protection, the moment we had ended 


our cjaculations we all rutheg into the water. 
The bottom was very unequal, and for fore time 
we waded in the uncertain courſe of aſce ending and 


deſcending, when ſuddenly we loſt the ground, and 


plunged quite out of our depth. As we were not 
above an hundred yards from land, this unlucky cir- 
cumitance-diſmayed us a good deal, and almoſt deter- 


mined us to return back: however, we continued ſtill 
to preſs forward, and, ater ts firokes, had the 
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good fortune to recover our footing again; for we had 
only fallen into a hole, which might have been avoided 
by taking a round of ten or twelve paces, the water not 
being in any place higher than our chins; and we 
reached the oppoſite coaſt without any other accident 
or miſadventure. 

Quite overpowered by fatigue, we funk down on the 
ſtrand, unable to advance one ſtep farther. The day, 
fortunately for us, was perfectly ſerene, the ſun ſhone 

bright, and darted his rays full upon us, which dried 
our clothes, and defended us from the cold, which 
would have elſe been inſupportable. 1 

A few ſhell-fiſh and fome freſh water, that we were 
lucky enough to find as foon as we could move about, 
helped to reſtore our ſtrength a little; and, after a ſhort 
ſearch, we diſcovered the canoe. We examined it 
with eager attention; but the view did not ſerve to en- 
courage us; it appeared impoſſible, from the ſtate it 
was then in, ever to be made uſeful to us; but we did 
not, however, ſo eaſily reſign the fond hope which had 
firſt induced us to undergo fo much fatigue and peril 
on the proſpect. It would have been a dreadful cir- 
cumſtance to us to have found ourſelves undecciveq all 
at once. We turned it, thereforc, on every fide; we 
conlidered every part, an, upon a thorough infpec- 
tion, I concluded that alFour efforts would be in vai. 

M. D:/clau and M. La Couture were of a different 
opinion; and I acquieſced in their reaſoning, We 
hazarded nothing by endeavouring to repair it ; for it 
was only time and trouble thrown away, if we did not 
ſucceed. Now we were well accuſtomed to labour; 
and as to time, we had other way of employing it; 
the work would amuſe us while we were occupied 
about it, and help to ſuſtain our ſmall remains of 
hope. Theſe conſiderations were matters of no in- 
confiderable importance, in a ſituation fo wretched 
and forlorn as ours. | 

We began, then, directly, to gather a parcel of 
oſiers, and a ſort of tough compacted mols, that is 
called $pani/h beard, that grows generally on the bark 


ä 


flint and caſt avy 
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of the trees, in thoſe iſlands; which we made ufe of 
for caſing and caulking our leaky veſſel. In this ope- 
ration we continued to labour, till the more immedi- 
ate calls of hunger obliged us to ſeek everywhere for 
food, of which we happily found a ſufficient quantity 
for that time. | 

The day was now beginning to cloſe, and a ſharp 
wind aroſe, which threatened us with a night ſeverely 
cold; we lamented bitterly the not having it in our 
power to relieve ourſelves with a fire; the fmalleſt flint 


would have been to us, then, a greater treaſure than 


the largeſt diamond. 


At that initant I happened luckily to recollect that 
the ſavage who had ſo baſely betrayed us, had changed 
the flint of his gun the day that we reſted in this 
land. The remembrance of this circumſtance revived 
a gleam of hope in my deſponding mind. I imme—- 
diatcly ſtarted up, with an eagerneſs that ſurpriſed my 
companions I left them, without ſpeaking a word, 


and ran ha{lily towards that fide of the ſhore where 


Antonio had langed us. 


It was at no great di iſtance, and I ſoon found the 


place where we had pafſed that night, and where there 
ſtill remained the cinders of our fire. I ſearched care- 
fully for the ſpot on which the T:4;ar had changed his 
ay the ol one. 

There was not a crevice but I examined with the 
moſt ſcrupulous attention, and not a blade of grafs 


but I turned up, fo ſce if this precious ſtone was con- 
cealed beneath it. ä 


I ſpent a full quarter of an hour in this ſearch; night 


began to fall, and I had now only the faint and uncer- 


. tain glimmeriug of the twilight to aſſiſt me, by which 
diſcerned fo imall an 


it was almoft impottible to have 
object. I then gave up all Lopes, and was preparing 
to return to my companions, more diſpirited and af- 
flicted then I was at leaving them, when I felt under 
my naked foot (for I had tirown aſide my ſhoes, as 
being of no farther ule to me) ſonie hard ſubſtance. I 
ſtopt ſuddenly, with a ſecret ſhuddering, a an anxious 
E 2 
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ſt; ate of mind between hope and fear. I ſtooped down, 
and, With a trembling hand, took it from under my 
foot, which I did not dare to move, fur fear of miſſing 
wähnt as in fearen of. It was, in ſhort, t the very flint 
1 bad been fo lung in queſt of. 

The joy I felt on this occation mult, doubtleſs, ap- 
Pear ama⸗ ing to you; and thoſe who have never been 
in my circumſtances, will look on this lucky prize but 
as 2 common pebble. O, my triend! May you ever 
re main a ſtranger to ſuch extreme necethity : 3 gives the 
higheſt value and importance to the moſt worthleſs 
things in nature! 

rauſpor ted with extacy, I flew to my. companions ! 


60 Good: news 800 New $1” I cried out, as far as 


they could hear me. © 1 have found it! I have found 
it!“ They ran towards me, at the found of my ex- 
clamations, and enquired into the meaning of them. 
EL thewed them the flint, and deſired them immediately 
to gather up ſome dry wood. I took my knife, the 
ul iron inſtrument which remained in our poffeſſion. 
I tore my rufiles tor tinder; and, at laft, contrived to 
light up a large fire, which defended us againſt the 
damps of the night, and warmed and relicved orc 
vwearied lirabs. | 
Ho delicious did this night appear to us, com- 
pared to the forcgoing ones! With what luxury did 
we firetci ourſelves before the fire! How ſweet and re- 
freſhing were our {iumbers, in which we lay diſſolved 
till the rays of the rifing ſun, beaming forcibly upon 
Our heads, awakened us ! 

It io unnecefſary to tell you with what a fond ſoli- 
citude ©} watched and guarded the precious taliſman 
winch nad redeemed us from deftruction. I Would 
ſcarcely part with it, for a minute, even to thoſe who 
were equally intereſted iu its pretervation, but Kept it 
gence ily wrapt up in wo handkerchiefs, which I tied 
avout my neck. | 

We patled the ſecond day, after our arrival in this 
i land, in continuing our labours toward repairing the 
ift, and caulked it with one of our coverlets or blau- 
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bkets, b: ch we ſacrificed to that purpoſe; but had 


ſcarcely Hralhed our work, when the day cluied upon 
us; and 6 paired this fecond night in the flattering 
1 (i 2G: finding our trouble ufcleſs. 

The deſire of trying the experiment cauſed us to 
awake early, the next morning, ger to launch our 
cauoe. But, ala” after all our endeavours, we had 
not yet rendered it fit for ſervice, at leaſt in the opi- 
niva of NM. « Deſe:ar and me; but M. La Cortue differed 
from us, and ſud he wouid nom. it over to the iſland 
Where be bad eit his wie and ſo: „ in hopes of being 
able to ech it Þ eter, by their afiifance. 

M. Da, 2nd | chote rather to return to the iand 
where the javage hay left us, and where our echt 
ſailors reinzine d, in the hopes of finding him there, 
and forcing in 0 conduct us to the Apalarhes, or pe— 
ring inthe attempt. We promiſed not to abandon 
M. Li Couture, if ve ſuceceded; and to ſend him im- 
nediate ſuc cer or rejoin him, if we ſhould happen 
to fail in our dæſign. 

We then took leave of him, apd gained the other 
txtremity of the iſland, after a moſt uſeleſs fatigue; 
{or we could diſcover no fordable paſſage, in a canal 
of a league over, which divided us from the point we 


were bound to; ; and this was too large a ſtretch to un- 


dertake the croffing of, by ſwimming only. We, 
hers, returned again to the ſpot from wherice we 


had ſet out; but milled M. La Couture, who had al- 


ready carr ied over his Kiff to the place where his wife 
aud fon had been left behind. 23 

We then ſet out, in order to follow him; but did 
not reach the border of the canal we were to croſs, till 


it was almoſt night: we, therefore, waited till the 


next morning, before we would venture to paſs it, as 
the fatigues of the day had rendered us too feeble to 
attempt it then, with ſafety. The alarms we had ſut- 
tered, the firſt time, even in the day, preſented them- 
ſelves to our imaginations, anew; and we did not 


think proper to expoſe ourſclves to the ſame n iu 


the dark. 


E 3 
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e ncxt morning we waded through the canal with n 
28 go od frees, and lets riſk, than we bad done before. t 
Ve found Mad. La Cutie and her ſon, who had paſſed i 
a molt wretched and anxious time of it in our abſence; b 
we met alſo M. La Cozturewnth her, who had returned ru 
the night before, with the rotten canoe that he had, W t 
however, contrived to ferry over, but not without its | 
having been rendered almoſt as bad as before, even in f 
ſo mort a voyage. The labour we had employed: 
about it, was quite thrown. aw ay, as there was not. W 1 
ſolid ſcuff eng gn to work upon; to that all its parts 1 
were pow become looſe and leaky. again. | 
= 15 11 ficcels quite ſunk our ſpirits, and we re- 
{1,210 al further! hope, in that project, tor the future, 1 
and pat Te ed the remainder of that day in reſt. Phe re- 
_ eovery of the flint was an happy eircumſtance for poor 
Mad. La Couinre and her fon, who had been nerithing I 1 
{0 long for want of a fire. We lighted up one im: ne- 1 


diately, which re- 1nimated their harraffed [pirits with 
warmth and comtort. | 
Oyſters and vegetables had hitherto bee n our only 
inſtenance, and even of ſuch provition we had not al- 
| ways a ſufſicient quantity; but this day Providence 
furniched us with ſome food of a better kind. I had 
ſeparated from my company, to take a ſolitary walk 
along the coaſt; and the irkſome reflections which oc- 
cupied my mind, prevented me from obſerving that! 
had ſtrayed to a conſiderable diſtance; and I continued 
ſtill ruminating, when a dead roe- buck, that happened 
to lie in my way, rouſed my attention. 
I examined 4 turned it, and found that it was ſtill 
reth. It appeared to have been wounded, and to 
| bag fied from the hunter, a-croſs the water, to this 
ſpot, where its loſs of blood had put an end to its life. 
1 looked upon this occurrence as a preſent from Hea- 
ven; and raiſing it with difficulty on my ſhoulders, 
returned back to my friends, whom 1 was not able to 
come up with, on after the fatigue of above an hour's 
march. 


They were moſt joyfully ſurpriſed at che ſucceſs of 
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my adventure, and moſt gratefully returned their 
thanks to Providenec for this new relicf. We food 


ju hced of a more ſubſtantial nouriſhment than we had 
been for ſome ume ſupplied with, and WC > accoruingly 
made preparations for a better repaſt than we had ever 
taſted fince the commencement of our misfortunes. 

We aflifted in preparing the animal for food, by 
ſkeinning and cutting it into quarters, and then broiled 
as much ok it as. ferved 15 for a plentiful meal; after 
which we lay down round our fire, and par touk of a 
uight' 8 reſt together r. l 

On the following coſy wh, ich was, as near as I can 
chels, the 26th of bY ;,the-uimpatient with we had 
to get away from this illand made us recur again o 
Cut periagua, or cane; to which wereturned with re- 
vewed ardour, but were Kill obliged to quit 3t as often 
with the moſt pojgnant regret. . The ill fuecefs of 
Former trials did not diſcourage us from ſub Hequent 
attempts; we continued to batter ourfelves that we 
ſhowld Ca better on returning to the work again, 
by profiting of the c cp. rience that our very Uitap- 


pointments might have at HOrded us, WIE regard either. 


to the methe >, OF Hi: terials, we had before applied 
towards itaunc! Anz, it. 

But we had no change of ſtuffl to ſupply, no more 
ſolid ſubſtance to work upon. However Gur labour was 
ſtill renewed, without advancing one ſtep in our opeèra— 
tions; and after three intire days 8 ſevere f. . thrown 
away upon this occupation, and the ſacrificing two 
more blankets, in endeavouring to caulk this kiff, We 
found at length how fruitleſs had been all our pains to 
render it ſerviceable; for before it had been a quarter 


ot an hour in the water, we perceived it leaking on all 


tides, 


This diſappointment to our laſt hopes ſhocked us 
extremely; and we found it abſolutely impotiÞble to 
remedy it. However, deſpairing of any other means 
of extricating ourſelves from our preſent deplorable 
ſtate, and panting to reach the Continent, we thut our 
(zes upon the danger, aud having only about two 
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leagues to croſs over, we reſoly ed at laſt to bazard the 
attempt in this ſieve. 
Bur then it muſt have been madneſs to have ventured 
on the paſſage, all at the ſame time. This would 
have ſurk the boat, on our firſt ſetting out. We deter- 
mined. thereiore, 3 only three of us ſhould try the 
5 this rip; namely, M. I Couture, M. De- 
ſelau, rd I. I 98 te o of us ſhould row, while the 
other vas 0 be Indeiat Fable in lading out the water 
that Wight leak in, will his hat. 1 
exp eg we knew would leſſen, thoug gh not. 
annihliate our danger; but we reſol ted, notu aht and. 
1 ta — Sur chance, and Aelirer ourielves over Re: 
inte the hauvs of Providence. . 
his reſolution be Lg ken, wo deferred the execu- Wh; 
tion 1 Of it till the next day, ard 1 pent t the remainder of WW 
this, in endeavhuring to pertyuade Mad. La (orte to Wh 
Kay where the then was, with her ſon, and my negro, Wh 
till wecould tend thema ſtronger boat, which might ca- 
fily be procured as ſoon 2s wethould : each the Con'inent. WM 
It was with difficulty we could reconcile her to this Hof 
ſcheme, ard ſthe yielded, at length, with infinite re-. 
luctance. In order to obtain her conſent, J Ieit ny 
flint aud knife with her fon; though 1 muſt confeis We! 
it was with much regret I ventared theſe two mſtru- 
ments out of my hands, which had been ſo extremely 
Terviceable to us all, and which I might chance to fan 
in need of myielf, if J ſhould be a ſecond time ſhip- 
wrecked in the leaky canoe; and caſt upon ſome deſert 
| _— but it was neceſla try that ſhe ſhould be left with 
[ zatever comforts or conveniencies we could iparc. s 
| | "W hen we had quicted her apprehenfions, aud [Wir 
ſilenced her lamentations, we gathered together what Wi 
proviſions we could, both for her accommodation, and . 
our own during the paſſage; and on the 29th of Marc, 
at ſun-riſe, we e ſet our canoe afloat, ſaid our prayers, . 
and embarked. 
But we felt the plank w we ſtood upon bend under 
our feet; our weight ſunk the boat too low for ſafety, MW. 
and we foon perceived the water beginning to ſpring 
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hre dugh its ſides, T heſe appearances deprived me of 
ll manner 25 hope; a fecret trembling ſhook my whole 
came, and a profound terror ſeized me, Which I found 
| Et impoſtible to conquer. 

already ſavy death before my eyes, and reſalved 


nnn 7 One 
ö 


Hot t ) venture upon the pattage; b wt haftily ſtepping 
on ow; 66 No, wy friends 8; eried I, to La Coutire 
0 Deſſeluu, „ we. mult not undertake this Voyages 


before we could advance a quarter of à league, the 
boat would go to the bottom, and leave us in the midſt 
ef au unknown Ocean; and far from any land where 
EV. could 2 8 for refuge. Let us remain Where we 
rent preſent, and wait with reſignation the farther 
cue and afliſtance of that kind Providence which has 
Elitherto preſerved us. Let us not throw ourteives 
into the arms of death, nor challenge his ſtroke before 
bur time. Heaven will, perhaps, take pity on our 
Huftcrings, and our patience and ſubmithon may at 
i th, obtain its final relief.“ 
IL (Gyztrre preſſed me to return, and made a jeſt 
0 my apprehenſions. My folicitations and arguments 
Ferre to him of no effect; he ſtill perſiſted in his pur- 
po ſe to hazard the voyage, and NI. Deſtlau depu ted 
long with him. 
I remained on the ſtrand, looking after them, while 
hey continued in fight, I ſaw them \ proceed with great 
: Winks uity, and turn round a little ifland that was not 
Har from our own, which ſoon prevented me from {ce- 
ing them any longer. 
2 ks no doubt bit they muft have periſhed then, 
3 have never received any account of them ſince; 
bod believe that the boat could have jubſiſted but ſo 
ort a time above water, that had it not been for the 
land which intervened, and concealed them from 
ny light, I might, pe: chaps; have had the hock of 
ceing the vetlel fink before my eyes, and my unfortu— 
ate friends buried along with it in the waves. | 
The condition of the periagua, as already repre— 
ented, is a preſumption ot this event, equal almoit to 
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a conviction; and ſome further circumftances that lie 
ocurred to my knowledge ſince, and of which I ſhall 


hereafter ſpeak, have confirmed me in the certainty of *' 


their loſs. 
I returned to Mad. La Couture, who very little ex. 


pected to ſee any of us ſo ſoon, if ever; ſhe had not 


accompanied us to the boat, for as her heart had 
not conſented to our riik, the could not have borne the 
fight of our departure. ] found her fitting by the _ 
with her back turned to the ſea, weeping bi itterly , and 


lamenting the miſery of her hopeleſs fituation. 


My preſence ſurpriſed and ſtartled her. * You are 
not yet gone,“ ſaid ſhe. 4 Ah! what has prevented 
you? Believing your departure certain, I was endea- 
vouring to reconcile myſelf to our ſeparation, and this 
aſtlicting reflection was beginning to affect me less, 


through the Lope that you would not neglect me. 


But I ſee you are returned again, and vet cannot re. 


Joice, as it ca. 1 only terve to renew the pangs of a te- 
cond parti g. 


I ſtrove to avoid giving "Gr more lively ſenſations of 


ſorrow, by not telling her the reaſon of my con ning 


back, or hinting wy fears about the unhappy adven- 
turers J h:4 left behind, of whom one was her huſband, 
I conceaicd the danger to which they had expoſed 
themſelves, and pretended only, that upon our appre- 
hending three paſſengers to be too great a weight for 
the boat, i had made my choice of ſtaying with her, 
till there ſhouic return ſome ſtouter veſſel that might 
be able to carry us ail together over to the Continent. 
FT added. as $ ſtill conſidered her to be an object 0 
the. utmoſt compaſſion, that M. La Couture being 


charmed with my determination, and aſſured that! 
was to leave a incere friend behind, to comfort anc 


take care of his wife and ch:1d, had proceeded on th 
voyage with better ſpirits aud ſatisſaction; and that! 
had promiſed him to be active in my ſervices and al: 
ſiſtance to both of them. 


Mad. La Couture retur ned me thanks, Aima on he 


a. — 8 


x ali22S)3 my ſta ying with her ſeemed to conſole her ex- 
Bucmcly, and to raile a ſort of confidence in her mind, 


that Providence would unite us foon, all happily again. 


We remained now but four perſons in the whole 


land, and L had the care alone of providing for the 


hilcty and ſubliſtence of us all. Mad. La Couture and 
91 tance, ſo that the negro was the only one wha 
. Ct ald be of any material fervice to me; and he was 
but a ſort of Organized machine, whoſe legs and arms 
| pt were uſeful; he had ntither ſenſe nor forecaſt, 


i was almoſt as much an incumbrance on me, as the. 
others; as he could give me no manner of help, but 


here mere manual labour was e 

For ſome days after i had returned to them, the 
win As continued at ſouth and ſouth-eaſt, which unhap- 

. i 8 us, as I before obſerved, from being 
| ” Roo any tuviiiteace, from oyiters or other 

: fo that we were reduced to tupport ourſelves 

| nel) bo on a fort ef wild ſorrel we picked up on the 
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d weakened our ſtom achs, without fatisfying them. 
4 he roz-buck that l had fo luckily met with, had 
been to tally devoured, before our companions I<ft us; 
and the fame. good fortune did not occur again. 

Six days bad ba fed ſince the departure of M. La 
8 hm., And De n I had flight hopes that 


facocur; but then again, my ſpirits ſoon funk into 

dsſpondency, and even Mad. La Couture began at 
th to give them over for loſt, and conclude that 
ty muſt have perithed at lea. 

1 could not pretend any longer to calm her fears and 
folicitudes, who had myielf fo much ſtronger reaſons 
man {he to be confirmed in the ſame opinion: beſides, 
te anxieties 1 had ſuffered, with the heavineis of my 

misfortunes. had ſoured my temper, and given me 
ſuch a wearineſs and diſguſt, that J was, at length, 


10 
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rendered incapable of diſguifing my ſentiments, or pre- 


ſerving any turther manag zement of om, with :cgard 
to others 
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he a fon were too weak and helpleis to afford me much 


land, which afforded us but a wretehed Tuſtenance, | 


e might potty hear rom, or {ce them return to our 


av 
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Tired to the laſt degree with my wretched ſituation, 
and knowing, to a fad certainty, that 1 had no one but 
mylelt now to expect any relief from, toward extricat- 
ing us out of our deplorable circumſtances, a thought 
occurred ſtrongly to my mind, one morning, that ! 
might poſſibly be able to collect ſufficient materials to- 
gether, on the iſland, capable of floating us over, fome 
calm day or other, to the Continent. 2 

This idea operated in ſo lively a manner on my 
imagination, that I regretted my not thinking of 
before the departure of my poor friends. They could 
have aſſiſted me in ſuch. an undertaking, with better 
effect than in all the labour we had thrown away toge- 
ther, or rather worſe employed, Upon the fatal cance, 
I was reſolved, therefore, to ſet about this work, witl- 
out a moment's tarther loſs of time, while JI preſerved 
{ſufficient ſtrength of body and mind to execute it. 

I inſtantly communicated my purpoſe to Mud. 
e , who ſeemed tranſported at the thought, and 
who, immediately furmounting the natura! feeblencß 
of ber ſex, Which her misfortunes had augmented, ſet 
her hand to the buſineſs with amazing vigour and 
ſpirit. | 

We all of us engaged in the work, without the leaſt 
manner of delay. I employed the young man in ſtrip- 
ping a parcel of trees of their bark, directing him to 
thoſe which I thought might anſwer the purpoſe belt, 
while his mother, the negro, and 1, af > One an— 
other in dragging them down to the ſea- ide, with ex- 
treme labour, as our ſtrength had been conſiderably 
impaired by faſting, watching, and former fatigue. 
At very five or ſix ſteps of tlie Vay, we were obliged 
to halt and lay ourſelves down to reſt; and, as ſoon 
as we had recovered breath, returned to our work, 
with a reſolution and perſeverance that nothing but 
the ardour of redeeming ourſelves from this horrid 
exile could have inſpired and ſupported. 

We were almost exhauited by the time that the fall- 
ing of night would otherwiſe have compelled us to lay 
aſide our labour; and had the Healer on our return 
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to the fire- ſide, to find a large quantity of oyſters, muſ- 
ſels, cockles, and other ſhell-fiſn, that the young La 
Ciuture had gathered, at low-water, upon the chang- 
ing of the wind, which happened that evening. 
Such kind of food is deemed unwholeſome, and of 
| bad digeſtion, eaten raw; therefore we broiled them 
on our charcoal, which was the firſt time we had ever 
taken this precaution, and we found it agree better 
with our ſtomachs. Theſe fiſh loſe all their dangerous 
qualities by cookery, becoming lighter, and more nou- 
riſhing, but are leſs grateful to the palate: and we had 
nothing to ſcaſon them wich: we had no falt, nor knew 
we how to make any: the float, which engaged our 
whole attention, did not permit us leiſure enough 
to ſet about ſuch a manufacture. We were willing 
to forego that, or any other commodity, rather than 
be confined for life in fo forlorn a ſituation. | 
The next morning, we ſet ourſdves to our buſineſs 
again; the tough rinds of thoſe trees which I had di- 
rected La Coaztrre to ſtrip, ſerved us to bind the timber 
together; but, as we did not think thoſe ligatures 
ſtrong enough to truſt to, on our voyage, I made Mad. 
La Couture cut up one of our blankets into ſtrings for 
the purpoſe. My negro brought me ſeveral pieces 
of ſmaller and more plant branches, with which we 
tinterwove the groſſer timber, and completed the raft 
boat noon. I then fet up a ſtick, in the middle of it, 
which ] faſtened as well as I could, to ſerve for a maſt, 
to which 1 tied a blanket, by way of 1ail; and then 
broke up our ſtockings, to form the thread into cord» 
kc, to ſhift it, as the wind might vary. 
Ibheſt leſſer matters employed us for the reſt of that 
day, when. we finiſhed the work, even to the fixing a 
mall piece of timber behind, by way of rudder. 
| Boing determined to ſet out, the next morning, at 
reak of day, we einployed ourielves, even as late as 
t then was, in making a proviſion of ſome oyſters and 
egetables, of which we were lucky enough to collect 
| tufficient quantity to ſerve us at fea, and depoſited 
im on the raft, which we had moorss gn the ſtrand, 
b yy | 
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waiting for the return of the tide, to ſet it aflont, 
The ebb generally commenced early in the morning, 
and we purpoſed retiring along with it. 

In expectation of this happy minute, we lay down 
to repoſe ourſelves, before our fire, but flept very lit- 
tle; tor there aroſe a dreadful ſtorm, in the middle of 
the night: the heavy rain, quick flaſhes of lightning, 


and loud thunder, ſoon rouſed us from our flumbers. 


The wind was high, and the waves grew boiſterous. 


This made us tremble for the ſafety of our raft, our 


ſole palladium; and the raging of the elements having 
_ ceaſed, juſt at the dawn of day, we all ran down to the 

ſhore, to ſee how it had withſtood the hurricane. But 
alas! it was no more! The waves had hurried it from 


its mooring, tore it to pieces, and buried it in the ſea, 


along with our whole ſtock of proviſions for the 
voyage. Our courage abandoned us all, upon this ex- 


tremity of ill fortune, and we ſpent the whole day 


in condoling with each other, and lamenting the c- 
verity of our fate, without beſtowing one thought to- 
ward attempting any future relief, or even attending 
to the more immediate ſupport of nature. 

A new affliction was now added to our other miſe- 
ries. Since the commencement of our misfortunes, 
none of us had fallen ill; our health had been happily 
ſtill preſerved, throughout all our difficulties; and we 
ſuffered no other inconveniences, except want and 
weakneſs. My negro, while we were conſoling on: 
another upon our preſent diſtrets, had gone to ſearch 

the border of the ſea for ſome kind of ſuſtenance 
which, under the preſſure of our preſent deſpondency 
we had wholly neglected. _ 

The tide was in, and he could not get at any ſort 0 
Tell-fiſh ; but happening to meet with the head an 
{kin of a porpoiſe, he brought them to us n a ſort 
triumph. It was almoſt come to a ſtate of putrefac 
tion, but hunger has no delicacy ; ; ſo having broiled it 
our craving ſtomachs greedily devoured every mork 


of that food, which was ſo offenfive both to our fi 
aud ſmell. 225 
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About an hour after we had ſwallowed this meal, 
F we were all of us ſeized with a moſt deadly fickneis; 
our ſtomachs had been overcharged, and we could not: 
| contrive how to free them from this irkſome incum- 
brance. We had recourſe to water, of which luckily 
there was plenty in the iſland, and drank large 
draughts of it; but this only eafed us by degrees, as 
we had no method of making it warm. Our diforder 
turned to a dyſentery, winch continued ſexercly on us 
all for about five days. 

The deſign of conſtructing another float had occur- 
red to me, the moment that I iaw the former had been 
deſtroyed; but grief, diſappointment, and fatigue, had 
put it out of my power to undertake ſuch a work, 
on the firſt day; and we were none of us in a condi- 
tion to fet about it while our diſorder continued; and, 
even after it had ceaſed, we were left in too weak a 
ate to attempt it. 

However, the dread of the ſame, or ſome other diſ- 
caſe attacking us again, determined me to apply what 
little ſtrength remained among us, towards this ſo 
neceſſary purpoſe. It had been madnets to have 
waited till our powers might have been ſo totally ex- 
hauited, as to diſable us entirely from executing the 
project. I exhorted Mad. La Cgulure to tecond me; 
the made an effort, as well as myſelf, and we all ap- 
phed ourſelves to the work, except her fon, who con- 
tinued ſtill extremely ill. 

It was now about the rith of 4%, and we Ja- 
boured at this operation, without intermifſion, and 
with as much excrtion of ourſelves as the en'ceiled 
ſtate of body we were reduced to would permit, ud 
had the ſucceſs to fre it completely finilhed by the 
15th of the ſame month, at night. 

We ſuffered double the fatigue in framing this raft 
that we had undergone with the other; for the tunber 
we were obliged to make uſe of on this occaſion lay 
at a greater distance from the ſhore, as what was to be 
got nearer had been all worked up in the former one; 
o that the difficulty of rolling the trees to the ſea- ide 
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muſt have been unfurmountable in our then late of 
weakneſs, if hope and deſpair both had not united to- 
gether, for the firſt time, to inſpire the ſtrength of our 


bodies with the ſpirit of our minds. 


At every pauſe of labour we trembled, leſt bad wea- 

ther ſhould again overtake us, and interrupt our pro- 
_ greſs, or deſtroy the work as ſoon as it might be 
finiſhed. And yet it was impoſlible to uſe any further 
_ precaution; it muſt be conſtructed on the beach, and 
as near the ſea as could be, that the flowing of the tide 
might ſet it aſloat, as all our united ſtrength would not 
have been able to lannch it of ourſelves. The ſhzhteſt 
cloud that appeared, or the leaſt breeze that blew, 
ſtruck us with a panic, and made us foreſee a tempeſt ; 
and our fears tempted us often to quit the work, leſt 
all our labour mould be a ſecond time employed in 
vain. 

We returned to it again, but without ſpirit, and la- 
bouring ſtill under the utmoſt anxiety; for as we had 
ſacrificed to this project the reſt of our blankets and 
ſtockings, if a ſtorm ſhould diſappoint our hopes, as 
it had done already, we ſhould have had neither com- 
fort or reſource left us then; but muſt have reſigned 
ourſelves up, without farther exertion, to deſtruction. 

During the entire night of the 15th, our fears ceaſed 
not for a ſingle moment; even the ſcrenity of the eve- 
ning could not inſpire us with confidence. We never 
thought of fleep, but ſpent the time in collecting to- 
gether all the proviſions we could, of fiſh, roots, aud 
vegetables; and depoſiting them on our raft. as before, 
reſolved to ſet out as ſoon as day-hght appeared, if 
we ſhould be ſo happy as to eſcape a renewal of the 
Tame misfortune and diſappointment which we had 
Lo ſeverely experienced before. 

The morning returned at length, and opened W ith 
all favourable omens. I went to awaken young La 
Couture, to embark with us. He was the only one of 
us whoſe weakneſs and fatigue, having overcome. his 
anxiety, had induced to ſleep. I called him, but he 
mace no reply: I took hold of his hand, to ſhake him 
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from his ſlumber, but found him cold as marble, 
without movement or ſenſation. I concluded him to 


be dead, for ſome minutes; but feeling his naked breaſt, 


[ perceivea his heart was ſeal beating, though with a 
feeble Pulle. 

Our. tire was reduced to the laſt cinder; for, being 

: hopes of quitting the illand every moment, and 
_ wing no farther occation for it, we took no care to 
renew it. I ordered the negro: to put on freſh fuel, 
white J exerted myſelf in rubbing te young man's 
hands, legs, and arms. 
Mad. IL Cormre came to us, muſt at that in! fant; but 
I hall not attempt to deicribe her ſituation, her rief, 
and exclamations, on the fight of her ſon. She fell 
to a ſwoon, by his fide, which J thought would put 
an end to her life. Occupicd fo materially about the 
ſon, what athſtance could I afford to the inother! I, 
however, divided my cares between them, as mme ap- 
peared to ſtand in almoſt equal need of them. | 
_ The negro having made a good fire, I ordered him 
to raiſe up the young man before it, and to warm him 
by degrees; while, by ſhaking the mother, and ſprink- 
ling cold water on her face, I brought her at laſt to 
her lenſes. 1 faid every thing iu my power to comfort 
and give her hopes; but the remained ſtill inconſolable, 
and toon grew as lick as if ſhe had been at fea. 

Her fon began, at length, to recover; the cold had 
overpowered. him in the night, which, joined to the 
weak habit he had been befere reduced to by fickneſs 


and labour, had thrown him into a ſtate of lethargy, 


which mult certainly have ended in death, if I had not 
providentially come, juſt at that inſtant, to his relief. 
What a ſituation was mine in theſe circumitances! 


Abandoned on a deſert iſland, in want of every ſup- 


port and afliſtance, encumbered with two helplets 
perſons, whom I could neither reheve nor forſake, and 
deſtitute of all manner of remedies, either for their 
weakneſs or diſorder, having only a few oyſters, ſome 


decayed roots and vegetables, and a little cold water 
to ſupply them wih! 
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Andi at what a critical time we were reduced to theſe 
unhappy circumſtances! at the very moment when our 


hopes were higheſt of extricating ourſelves from our 


wretched condition of exiſtence, and of flying to ſome 
happy ſpot of the earth, where we might expect to kave 
met with the ſolace and comforts of huinanity. 

here was no thinking of ſetting out on our voyage 
this day; both the mother and fon were too ill and weak 
to attempt it, as their denths appeared to be the im. 
mediate conſequence. To leave them behind was a 
thought which ſhocked my mind, and u hich my heart 
was therefore incapable of; and yet to abide with 
them, appeared to be only to expoſe myſelf to further 
miſeries and diſappointments, which could finally ter- 


minate in no other way but death alone, by hazarding 
the deſtruction of this ſecond raft, and feeing it 
_ wrecked at ſea before my eyes. 


This laft idea, which my former experience had 


given me fo ſtrong an apprehenſion of, diſtracted ny 


mind, and perplexed my reſolves to ſuch a degree, a: 
nc reaſon could combat, nor reſolution conquer; aud 
every thought, ſcheme, or reſſection, only feemed to 
inereaſe the difficulties of my purpoſes. | 

But this heſitation did not diſturb me long. I deter- 


- mined to fulfil the obligations of humanity, and ſub- 
mitted my fate, at length, to all the hazards that muit 
neceſſarily attend my ſtaying with theſe unhappy ob- 
jects. I ſurrendered myſelf up a victim on the altar of 
compaſſion, and put my truſt in the Great Author of 


Benevolence, for ny preſervation. l 


IlI then ran down to the ſea- ſide, and brought away 


the proviſions we had confided to the raft. My heart 
grieved inwardly at the fight of this our laſt and only 


hope, which perhaps in a few hours might. be ſnatched 
from us, for ever. J endeavoured to moor it in ſuch a 
manner as might better enable it to refiſt the raging 


of the ſea, if a ſecond ſtorm ſhould aftail us. I took 
away the maſt, ſail, and cordage; in ſhort, every thing 
that we could not repair upon a fecond wreck, and 
laid them by in a ſafe place, beyond the reach of the 
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waves; but the blanket particularly I brought up to 


our invalids, who needed the comtort of it in their 
weak ſtate. 

I ſpent the reſt of the day in affiſting and comfor ting 
ger mother and the fon, doing and faying every thing 
in my power that I thought might ſtrengthen and en- 
courage them, and remove all obſtacles to our de- 
parture. | 
The grief of Mad. La Couture, and her fears about 
her fon, were the ſole cauſe of her diforder. Theſe I 
contr ived to diftipate in part, not in giving her hopes 

that I had not myiclf, being thoroughly pertuaded that 
he could: not recover, but by inipiring her with refolu- 
tion to bear the misfortune; and a perfect reſig nation 
to the will of Heaven. 

T thouyht it better thus to prepare her for the event 
I expected, and which I apprehended would happen 
before the next morning, than to amuſe her with ill 
grounded hopes; for ind. ed he was reduced by this 
time to the moſt deplorable ſituation imaginable; he 
had wholly recovered his ſenſes, but his feebleneſs was 
ſo great that he was obliged to lye ſtretched on the 
gr ound, in his blanket; his limbs could not ſu pport his 
budy, either to ſtand, or fit up, and it was with the ut- 
moſt difficulty be could turn himtelf from the one fide 
to the other, 

I lay awake that whole night, by his fide, x watching» 
to lend him any aiſiſtange he might ftand in need of; 
nor did he cloſe his eyes, but ſpoke to me frequently, , 
returning me thanks for wy kindnets and attentions, 
and regretting extremely his being the cauſe of retar d- 
ing our voyage. | 

I neverin my life heard any thing ſo tender and af- 


fecting, as the expreſſions this young man addreſſed to 


me on this melancholy occafion. He had an cxcel- 
lent natural underſtanding, with a quick and deep ten- 
ſibility, and a ſpirit and firmneſs of mind far beyond 
his years. 

About break of day be found bimtelt grow ing worſe; 
and 1 had the precaution to Keep his mother at a con- 
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drab diftance from him, that ſhe might not ſee 
him in his laſt agonies. This is a ſpectacle that is 
ſhocking to common ſpectators; what muſt it be to a 
parent! I knew well that all the fortitude I had taken 


ſuch pains to inſpire her with, would have failed her 
at ſuch a fight, which has double the effect on our 


minds that the mere hearing of it has. 

The young man exerting all his ſtrength, fooks to 
me thus: Accept, Sir, my thanks for all the kindneſs 
you have ſhewn me; and pardon the anxiety and trou- 
ble I have given you, which can now no lon ger foutlic 


or ſerve me. I feel the hour of death approaching 


I ihall never quit this iſlaud; and were Heaven to 
prolong my days, 1 could not accompany you in your 
voyage; my legs refuſe their ſupport, and can no lon: Ter 
bear me. Were J even arrived on the CZ, they 
have not ſtrength to convey me from the borders; and 
habitations are rarely found upon the coaſts. I mult 


then be left in the woods, a prey to wild beaſts, and 


experience dangers ſtill more arcadtul than I have al- 
ready ſuſtained.“ 

« Let me adviſe you,“ ſaid he, after a ſhort pauſe, 
© to be gone; take the advantage of the preſent mo- 
ment, and the raft you have prepared. If that ſhould 
be loft, you have no other means of relief.“ Then 
preſſing my hand between his, the tears ſtarting from 
his eyes: “ Take with you,“ ſaid he, “ take my dear 
mother; the knowing that ſhe is under your care tha!l 
vield a confolation to my lateſt moments. Leave me 
what proviſions you can ſpare; if Heaven ſhould yct 
lend me life a little longer, I may want them. W. hen 
you are arnved in any place of ſafety, you will not 
forget me, but will have the humanity, I doubt not, 


to return hither again, and to afford me that ſuccour 


and relief that J muſt certainly ſtand in need of, fhould 
1 be found alive; or ſupply the rites of ſepulture, 
ſhould you, as moſt probable, find me dead.” 
Make no reply,“ ſaid he, perceiving I was about 
to interrupt him. + What I require is juſt; the uncer- 


tain hope of ſeeing me in a condition to accompany 


MONSIEUR PIERRE VIAUD. 57 


vou, ought not to make you riſk the certain danger of 
periſling with me. No; Iwill die alone. Dear friend, 
be gone, protect my mother; hide from her the con- 
dition I am reduced to, and the counſel I have siven. 
— Comfort her —and depart.” 
ſtood mute and aſtoniſhed, during his diſcourſe; a 
| thouſand ideas ruſhed confuſegly into my mind, though 
all concurring in this one, that our deliverance de- 
| pended on following bis advice; and cruel neceſſity 
urged me to comply, while humanity, compaſſion, 
==. þ tenderneſs, oppoſed it. Agitated by theſe dif- 
| ferent emotions, I claſped him in my arms, Whiiſt my 
| lowing tears bedewed his dying face. I applauded 
his fortitude, and exhorted him to preſerve it to the 
laſt moment; and parted from him without rendering 
nim ſtill further unhappy, by mentioning the ſtate 
of irreſolution I yet remained in, about following the 
E counſel he had ſo ſtrongly and generoully recom- 
mended to me. 
When I retired I was wholly wrapped up in reflec- 
tions on his diſcourſe, I admired it, and thought, 
with horror, that we muſt unavoidably periſh all to- 
gether, if I delayed to undertake the adventure he had 
pointed out to me; and yet the idea of abandoning 
bim i in ſo forlorn a ſituation, ſhocked my humanity, 
and ſuſpended my reſolve. I could have borie him 
[on my ſhoulders to the raft, and have given him every 
alliſtance, during the paſſage ; but then what was to 
become of him, on our landing? We could carry him 
no further and where could we repoſe him then with 
ſatety ? His ftate in the iſland was attended with leſs 
dangers than thoſe to which he muſt be neceflarily ex- 
poted, in this journey: here was no wild beaſt to fear, 
ard fore conveniences were already provided for him. 
Dwelling on this idea for ſomé time, my mind be— 
came more familiar with it, and by degrees the thought 
of leaving him behind me began to appear leis repug- 
naat to my feelings. My own pretervation, his mo- 
ther's alſo, our inevitable deſtruction, in the preſent 
circumſtances of our fate, appeared to be a ſufficient 
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diſpenſation from attending one moment longer be to any 
other conſideration. 

1 flattered myſelf that our voyage would be ſhort ; 
and that we ſhould preſently arrive at ſome inhabited 
part of the Continent, where I might find a boat and 
fuch aſſiſtance as would enable me to return imme— 


diately, and reſtore him to his mother's arms. This Þ 
proſpect, however improbable in itſelf, appeared then, Þ 
to the warmth of my hopes and wiſhes, to be no un- 
likely event. And yet, notwithſtanding ſuch a re- 
flection, I could not bring myſelf to put my reſolves Þ 


into execution, all that day. 
In the evening I returned to the young man again, 
who reproved my delay, in the moſt affecting terms: 


If,“ ſaid he, „your ſtay here could procure me 
even a reſpite from death, I might not, perhaps, op- 
poſe it ; but your beſt efforts cannot avail me, now. 


I may, perhaps, linger out a day or two longer, while 


another ſtorm may ariſe, and carry off the float, on 

which your only truſt depends at preſent. You will 
then lament in vain that you had not taken my advice; 
and your diftreſs will be the more aggravated, byp 
finding that your delay has neither afforded me con 
Tolation or aſſiſtance. I ſhall then expire before my 


dear mother's eyes, and carry with me to the grave 
the melancholy aſſurance that ſhe will not long ſurvive 
me. In the mean time I ſhall leave her overwhelmel 
with ſorrow, and deſpair; every object in this place, 
which ſhe can then have no hope of ever quitting, wil 
revive my image to her mind, and renew the fource 0! 
her griefs, which abſence, time, and change of place 
may ſerve to weaken and relieve. Take the advantage 
of this night, to make your preparations ; collect a 
your proviſions together, leave me a ſmall portion 0 
them, and depart at dawn of day; do not difturb m. 
mother, till you are ready to embark; ſuffer her t 
imagine that I am no more, and that you would re 
move her from a fight that might diſtract her; lea 


her ſtill in this error, but endeavour | to conſole he 
under it.“ 
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The ſtate in which I beheld this young man, his - W 
amazing compoſure of mind, with the urgent neceſ- 
ſity we were under, at laſt deter mined me. I took þ 
the coyerlet he had over him, and gave him, in its 1 
ſtead, a ſurtout J had on. I ſtripped myſelf alſo of my 
| waiſteo at, and put it on him, leaving him accommo- 4 
dated with every thing that it was then in my power 
to afford him. 

While I was ſetting up my maſt, to v hich I faſtened 
the coverlet, by way of fail, the negro collected for us 
a large quantity of thell- fiſh, which ſoon completed 
my little cargo of ſuſtenance. I took ſome of them, 
and dried them by the fire, which, with what other 
aliments I could procure, I pl: aced within the reach 
| of La Couture. The ſpring was now advanced; the 
nights were no longer cold, and fire therefore became 
| lets neceſſary to him. | 

I then laid myſelf down to reſt, for ſome hours, 
waiting for that of my departure, but could not fleep; 
ſo that I paſled the time in converſing with the poor 

invalid, who repoſed as little as myſelf, and who made 
| the moſt generous efforts on himſelf, all the white, in 
| perſuading me to bear our ſeparation with fortitude; _ 
and requeſting, at the cloſe of every period, that I 
F would comfort and protect his mother; but the vio- 
| lence he did himfelf, in this exertion of his ſtrength 
and ſpirits, overcame him, at laſt; and an hour before 
| day he appeared to be deprived of all ſenſe and motion. 
| My utmoſt endeavours could not bring him to 
M himſelf, and J gave him up for dead, I muſt confeſs 
that I thought this an happy releaſe to him, and a con- 
ſolation alſo to myſelf, as I thould now be able to quit 
him without any manner of regret; but at day-break 
1 perceived be yet breathed, though he remained | 

ſpcechleſs, and ſeemed to be in the laſt agonies of 
death. I left him, however, all the necefſarics I could. 
I filled the ſhells of the oyſters with freih water, and 
placed them ſo near him, that ſhould he ever happen 
to recover ſtrength enough to need it, he might not 
want refreſhment ; not that I had the leaſt hope, in fo 
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doing, that he could ever ſurvive to a ſtate capable of 
receiving benefit from my care. 

Having thus done all in my power towards his pre- 
ſervation, I recommended him in my prayers to Hea- 
ven, and then went to take charge of his mother, 
whom I awaked, with ſome difficulty. Madame,” 
faid I, haſtily, we muſt be gone; Heaven ordains it, 
and 'tis our duty to ſubmit to its decrees. Let us 
haſten from hence, time preſſes, and a moment's delay 
may be irreparable.“ Ah!“ cried ſhe out, © my 
fon is no more !—my huſband dead !—all, all is loſt!” 

Here ſhe ſtood filent, while floods of tears ſupplied 
the place of leſs expreſſive words; nor did I attempt 
to ſtop their natural courſe ; but led her immediately 
to our raft, to which ſhe made not the leaſt reſiſtance. 
1I feared ſhe would have aſked to fee her ſon, which 
might, perhaps, have ruined our deſign, by retarding 
our voyage for another day, and have rendered her 
incapable, alſo, of undertaking it, by depriving her of 
the ſtrength which was fo neceffary for her to preſerve 
on ſo trying an occaſion; but happily ſhe had no idea, 
but that her ſon was far bey ond all human care; and, 
indeed, I was myſelf fo fully aſſured of it, that, in ad- 
5 dreſſing my prayers to Heaven, while I guided the 

float, I recommended his departed foul, as well as our 
ſafety, to its providence. 

It was on the 19th of April, as near as I can recollect, 
that we left the iſland; and, after twelve hours ſail, 
\ happily reached the Continent; without the leaſt acci- 
dent or inconvenience, except that of labour and fa- 
tigue. The firſt thing we did was to thank the Su- 
preme Being for our ſafe landing; we forſook the raft, 
after having taking out our proviſions, blankets, and 
cordage, and endeavoured to advance into the coun- 


try; but found it impracticable, it being for the moſt. 


part overflowed, which greatly diſtreſfed us, and 
evinced that our troubles were not yet at an end, but 
purſued us alike by fea and land. 

It was now ſun- ſet. The extreme wearineſs we ſunk 
under, and the fear of loſing ourfelves in the night 
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made us look about for ſome place of ſafety. We 
made choice of a piece of riſing- ground, which, by 
its eminence, preſerved us from the waters that every- 
| where ſurrounded us: here were, alſo, ſeveral large 
| trees, whoſe branches, now furniſhed with leaves, ſhel- 
tered us from the wind and dews. I took out my flint, 
which I never ate, drank, ſlept, or moved a ſtep with» 
| out, and ſtriking a light, pretently kindled a gocd fire, 
| by which we fat down, and fupped on ſome of the 
| provifions we had brought with us. 

| Here we hoped to have paſſed the night in peace, 
as our fatigue had inchned our eyes to fleep and our 
limbs to reſt, which, indeed, we much wanted; but 
no fooner had we repoſed ourſelves, than we were 


| awakene( with ſuch dreadful howlings, as ſtruck our 


| hearts with terror and diſmay; they ſeemed to anſwer 
| each other, and encompaſs us on all fides. Tis im- 
poſſible to conceive the horror with which we were 
| ſeized, expecting every moment to become a prey to 
| theſe ferocious animals, that ſeemed to approach us 


| nearer and nearer, as the gin grew louder at every 


Bowl. 

| My negro, giving way to the firſt emotion of his 
fear, ran to a tree, into which he climbed with incon- 
ceivable ſwiftneſs. Mad. Ia Couture followed bim in- 
ſtantly, wringing her hands, and begging him to aſſiſt 
| ber to gain the ſame aſylum; but his apprehenſion ren- 
dered him deaf to her cries, as it did her to my call; 
for in vain J intreated them both to return; in vain al. 


tured them that, by quitting the fire, they had left 


the only place of ſecurity. 

I then ſoon heard a voice of terror, c calling out to 
me, «Help! help! Mr. /:a:, or I am loſt!” J imme- 
diately ſnatched up a brand out of the fire, my ap- 
prehenſion for her getting the betteg of all fears for 
myſelf, and flew to her afſiſtance. By the light of my 
torch I perceived Mad. La Couture running towards 
me with the utmoſt ſpecd, purſued by a large bear, 
who, at fight of me, ſtopped ſhort. I advanged to- 
wards him, with trembling 9 8 8 my fire- -brand in my 
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band; and having joined Mad. La Couture, conducted 
her back unhurt; the bear ſending forth a hideous 
growl, but not daring to follow us. 

I then endeavoured to convince her that our ſafety 
depended on ſtaying in this place; for that fire had 
always been found the beſt means of keeping off wild 
beaſts, who never ventured to approach it. The dif- 
tance at which the bear kept from us, and the daunted 
look with which he eyed us, confirmed her in this 
Opinion, and the began to recover her courage again, 
when we received 2 new alarm. 

The tree which the negro had clinibed into, was at 
ſome diſtance from us; the extremity of his fear not 
permitting him to make a choice, though there were 
ſeveral nearer to us, which might have afforded him a 
ſafer ſhelter. I looked directly towards the place 
where the cries proceeded, and by the light of our fire, 
which now blazed prodigtouſly, I ſaw the bear had 
reared itſelf up againſt the very tree where this un- 


fortunate boy had betaken bhimſelf for refuge, and was 
* to climb it. 


IJ knew not . bich way to give him the leaſt aſſiſt. 
ance: by at called to him to get to the higheſt and moſt 
plant _boughs, that were at the ſame time ſtrong 
enough to bear his weight, though too flight to for 
port This unwieldy animal, whoſe inflinctive taculties 


are ſuch as direct them not to venture on any but the 
larger branches. 


At the ſame time T threw ſeveral flaming faggots 


againit the foot of the tree, in hopes to fright the beaſt 
fr om 


his purple; which happily ſucceeded at laſt; 
for having thrown them thick on each other, they 
burned together with great flerceneſs, and formed i 
fecond bon-fre, the b Jaze and ſmoke of which almoſt 
blinded the beaſt, who deſcending precipitately on the 
other ſide of the tree, quitted the field directly. 

All hopes of flcep or reit, for this night, were now 
yen over; our apprehenſions were continually kept 
awake by the inceflant howll: 108 which ſurrounded us, 


and continued till morning : ſeveral bears approached 
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eu over; our E appre nenden 13 Were continually ke 
awake by the inceflant owing hich. urrounded u 1 
ad continucd til morning: ſeveral bears approached 
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| near enough tor us to diſtinguiſh their horrid forms; 
and ſome tygers appeared alſo in fight, which, per— 


8 haps magnified by our fears, appeared of a moſt enor- 


mous 1126; ; nay, there was one of them that advanced 
| nearer to us than any of the reſt, in defiance of our 
| pa//ve fire; but, upon my darting ſeveral lighted fag- 


gots at him, he retreated, after having ſent forth a 
| moſt horrid howl, Which was cchoed back by all the 


other beaſts of the foreſt. 

Tn order to ſecure ourſelves from any further viſits 
from ſuch horrid neighbours, we caſt about a number 
of flaming brands, as far as our ſtrength could throw 
them, ſo as to form a ſort of torrid zone about our 
central fire. This expedient, by removing the beaſts 
at a greater diſtance from us, kept them out of our 
ſight, and, therefore, leſſèned our fears. But then, as 
this was done at the expence of our bon-fire, the wood 
that encompaſſed 1t was conſuming faſt, and we 
dreaded extremely, leſt it mould be all ſpent betore 
the morning's dawn. 

But happily the night had been further advanced 
than we imagined, before our fire began to fail us; 
and the howlings, which had long terrified us, grew 
lets and leſs; feemed to retire to a greater diſtance 
every moment; and, at length, left not the leaſt echo 


of themſelves vibrating on the air, by the time that day 
appeared. The tavage brutes, at its approach, retired. 
into their dens, there to lye down and fleep till night 


mould again tet them at liberty to roam abroad for 
Prey. 

took the advantage of this favourable circumſtance, 
to gather in ſome freſh fuel, and recruit our fire. I 
then ſummoned my negro to aſliſt me, whom it was 
with much difficulty I could prevail on to deſcend 
from the uppermoſt branch of the tree he had perched 
himſelf in, and who, when he came before me, ap- 
peared more dead than alive. 

After the fear and fatigue of the night, we could 
not think of ſetting forward, before we had taken 
ſome, repole, which we ooh in great need of; and at 
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jaſt, ventured to ſtretch ourſelves down before our fire; 
but the agitations of our minds prevented us from 
any perfact enjoyment of that bleſſing, and we flum- 
bered rather than Nept till noon. 

We then took a flight repaſt, which conſumed the 
remainder of our proviſions. and began our journey, 
moving eaſterly, in hopes of getting to &. Mark in the 
Apalachian Mountains, and meeting in our route with 
ſome of the ſavages, who might conduct us on our 
way, or furniſh us with proviſions. 

Our weakneſs did not ſuffer us to go far, that day, 
our journey being only about an hour and an half's 
ſow pace; we took care to halt, before our little 


ſtrength was quite exhauſted ; the terrors of the might 


before warned us to uſe ſome time and precaution, in 
collecting a ſufficient quantity of wood for our. fire, 
We gathered as much as we could, and halted on a 
ſpot ſituated almolt as our laſt ſtage had been. 

After having conſtructed our principal pile, witheut 
lighting it, we fixed a dozen others: all round it, at 
above twenty yards diſtance from our centre, divi ding 
the circle into equal int-rvals. This was neceſſary to 
guard the approach on all ſides, aud was the only me- 
thod we could deviſe to defend us from the fury of 
the wild beaits. s 

Fear was the firſt principle of 07: actions, which 
mult have been very powerful in us, when it was ſu- 
perior to the preſſing calls of hu: 1; By We then Nee 
gun to look about for food of any but the plac 
we were in, as well as all we had 05 cd through, ant 
completely barren or all forts of not ihm ent: there 
were neither fiſh, rgots, nor vegetables fit for eating, 
to be fund. W e icarched everywhere in vain; and 
thought oviſelees happy at laſt, in meeting even with 
4 pool of mud ay Waterz W hick however had not been 
ſtzenaed, of which we drank plentifully; and this was 
the only meal we tad ta ſubfiſt on for the whole day. 


ho 
i 
1 
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As ſoon as the night fell, | firuck fire, and hghted 
up all our piles: I did not care to do this ſooner, be- 
Cauſe there could be no danger till the nowling bes 
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gan; and that it was requilite to manage our ſmall 
ſtock of fuel with the moit ſparing economy, to make 
it hold out till the next morning. 

We then immediately laid ourſelves down to reſt, 
in order to ſecure ſome minutes ſleep, before the ta- 
vage monſters ſhould come prowling through the plain, 
and route us from our flumbers by their dreadful yells. 
They did not diſturb vs till about midnight, and we 
| ſlept loundly till then: our fatigue and w ſeakneſs had 
cauſed ſuchf an oblivion of our ſenſes, that it prevented 
Hur hearing them, before; as I might well judge, from 
the horrid din which aſſailed our cars the inſtant we 
| awoke, that they muſt have been proclaiming war for 


ſome time, as they were got into full cry before we 
| heard them. 


We imagined that all the ſavage beaſts, throughout 
| the deſerts of this new world, had been gathered to- 
| gether, to terrify us with their howlings. The dif- 
| ferent ſpecies of animals were to be di inguih ed by 
their cries; the roarings of the lions were em inently 
{ dreadful, above all the reſt, and danger appeared to 
approach us nearer than we had apprebended it, ei- 
ther of the nights before; for we ſeemed to be ſepa- 
rated from the beaſts themſelves s, only by the narrow 
circle of our fires; which continued happily all in a 
blaze, and ſo prevented any of them from approach- 
ing us near enough to be ſeen; which was a lucky cir- 
cumſtancè for us, as the diſmay, which ſuch a brutal 
thunder had thrown us into before, would have been 


ſo augmented at the fight of them, that one only ap- 


pearing in view would have killed us with fear. 
Mad. La Contur“ and the negro were in a ihocking 


fituation. I ſaw them ſeveral times faint quite away 
with fear, and called back again to ſenſe bY the howl- 


ing of the wolf, the churming of the bear, the growling 


of the tyger, or the roaring: of the lion. My terror 


was certainly not inferior to theirs, and yet I pre- 


tended to encourage and hearten them, at firſt; but, 


while I was ſtriving to inſpire them with courage, I 
loſt my own; a cold ſweat bedewed all my 1 1 
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my erouahing cloſe to the fire was the only thing that 
ke pt rac irom falling 1 into a 1woon. 

The withed-tor morn at length arrived, and, by 
driving the beaſts back to their dens, reliered Cur 
alarms, which had hitherto ſuſpended the cruel ſenſa- 
tious of hunger: but, as focn as our fears were abated, 
theſe began to operate to a {evere degree. Thus were 
we deſtined to fritain, alternaicly, the moſt Litter ills o 
life, hunger and fear. But the ne ceflity of food, undet 
an impoſſibility of procuring it, is certainly the greateſt 
of them. We tried every thing we could lay our 
hands on, put it into our mouthis, and ſpit it out as 
faſt again. 

We could not think of lying down to ref, as vie 
had done tie morning befure; but marched forward, 
hopes of metting Wi th ſome ve vetable lit o ge > ain 
tried every py ant in the delert, but in vain. They 
Were either lry heath, or Icaſtefs: bramb bes * choſe 
ſtems were 0 ly a hard w 0008 which we could icarcely 
penetrate with our teeth, and which we could bot 
prevail ou otitielves to 02 low: the juice of, aſter we 
had chewed them. | 

Every experiment we made failed equally. of ſuc- 
ceſs, forced tears from our eyes, and ſunk us to the 
utmoſt depth of de ate Toward evening we arreſted 
Our courſe, oppreſtec d with the agonies of grief, and 
without the leaſt ability to proceed one ſtep further. 
We laid ourſelves down on the ground, doubttul whe- 
ther we ſhould ever be able to raiſe our limbs from it 

again; waiting for death, and praying for it with fer- 
vency, as the only hope we had to terminate our un- 
paralleled miſery. 

The negro, who was as weak as us, but animated 
by the rage of hunger, ftarted up, ran to a tree that 
he had been looking earneſtly at for ſome time, and 
gathering handfuls of the leaves, devoured them with 
a greedineſs that ſurpriſed us, and made me conclude 
that they. muit be of a delicious flavour. The idea 
that they might ſerve for food, encouraged our appe- 

ite; and we followed the negro to the — and par- 
took of his eager repalt. 
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Our hunger and our hopes gave to thoſe leaves 2 


{ favour that they had not in themicives, and we {wal- 
| lowed them as voracioutly as the flave had done; but 


finding that this vegetable only filled our ſtumachs, 
vithout feeding them, after having eaten a tolerable 
quantity of them, we became afraid of venturing fur— 
ther on ſuch a doubtful meal, and retired from the 


tree. 


After this experiment we prepared for our ſecurity 
during the night, and employed ourfelves in heaping 
up piles of wood for our fires, as before; which was 
no very difficult taſk, as we found a ſufficient quantity 


| of dry timber near the place we had determined to 
| ſojourn in till morning. We ſoon finiſhed our work), 
and iat down in the middle of it, waiting till the clots 
ing of the day thould oblige us to hght the Reaps. 


2 * 1 2 7 * . 11 * 244 # 4 1 X 20 T. ® Cy Y þ * * 
But we had hardiy repoſtd ouriclves ior an ocury 


| when we alt of us found ourivives extremely fick ; the 


leaves we had eaten gave us fack a convulſion in our 
bowels, that it was with difficulty we could writhe 
ourſelves. along the ground, till we reached a neigh- 


bouring ſpring, of which we drank plentifully, when 
we immediately felt our ſtomachs puffed up, almoſt 
to buriting ; for, it ſeems that the vegetables we had 


frallowed were of a ſpongy nature, and were ſwelled 
* — t ©; . * 
by the water. We forced ourfelves to puke, which 


| diſcharged: the load by degrees; but not without great 


agony and voiding of blood. 5 e 
We lay ſtretched by the ſpring for a conſiderable 


time, without ſtrength or motion, incapable of remoy- 


ing ourſelves, and expecting to expire every moment; 
the ſetting ſun left us in this helpicts ſituation, and the 
night had far advanced upon us, before we were in a 
condition to ſtir. We lamented at not being able to 


return to our piles to light them up; we expected. 


every inſtant that the wild beaſts would come to de- 
vour us; and this terror increaſed our weakneſs. W 
ſighed, we wept, we murmured our complainings, bul 
nad not ſtrength enough to utter them aloud. 

The night having been now far ſpent, augmented 
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our dread; we tried again to creep on our knees and 
hands to our aſylum; and after the utmoſt efforts, we 
at laſt reached it; but fo enfeebled, that it was with 
the greateſt difficulty I was able to ſtrike a light from 
my flint, the ſparks of which were received on a piece 
cloth that Mad. La Couture was obliged to tear off 
alles her ſhift; and even after this was done, I almoſt 
deſpaired of communiciting the fame to ſome dry 
chips and leaves that had been before prepared for this 
purpoie; our breath was too weak to blow it up; but 
At length we had the good fortune to ſet fire to our 
principal pile, after an infinite deal of almoſt hopeleſs 
labour, 

The horrid din which we had been ufed to the pre- 
ceding nights, began now to ſtrike our ears at a dif- 
tance; we "congratulated each other at the fight of our 
bon-fire; which was ſo neceſſary to our ſafety; and to 
ſecure ourſcly Es ſtill further, it was neceffary to. light 
up the other heaps of woud that we had encircled the 
firſt with. We made new efforts for that purpoſe. ; we 
divided the toll among us; and each taking two burn— 
ing faggots in our hands, let fire to the piles, one aſter 
another. 

The fear we were poſſeſſed with, ſerved to animate 
gur minds, he ſupplicd ſufficient ſtrength to our bo- 
dies, to execute this neceſſary work iu leſs time than 
thought it pothible for our exhauſted powers to have 
effected it; and we had ſcarcely finithed our buſineſs, 
when the howlings from the deſert refounded from all 
ides, and ſeemed to approach quite near to us. 

It is almoſt 1mpoſſible to expreſs the ſatisfaction. and 
ſecurity we were ſ{eniible of, in having been able, ſo 
critically, to illuminate our fex.r de joye, as they might 
have been emphatically deemed at that inſtant. We 
bad contiderably augmented them on that night; and 
this circumſtance had therefore leſſened our appre- 
henftions, which, however, continued ſtill very power- 
ful with us, becauſe they were increafed by the addi- 
tional feeble ſtate, both of our bodies and minds, occa- 
 Honed by our fatigues, watchings, and ſevere hunger. 
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er en the food we had attempted, had reduced our 


length ſtill more than faſting could have done, as K 


dec ſickneſs to famine, and deſpair to difficulty. 


every before the morning's dawn we fell into a 


jumber, and fo received relief from our very weaknels. 
Ve did not awake, till towards noon, and felt our- 


ves but little refreſhed from our fleep, and miſerably 

reſſed by our ſickly pains and loud calls of hunger. 

Ne looked up at the tree we had fo madly fed upon, 

e day before, with an horror and diſguſt ſtronger ſtill 

gan the rage of appetite, as it had brought us nearer 
Rub than famine itſelf would have done. 


Ve then aroſe to purſue our uncertain journey, in 


pes of being able to meet with ſome fort of ahment 
| OUT WAY to recruit our. ſinking ſpirits; we made 
s, as uſual, on every new ſpecics of plant, root, or 


ztable, we could pick up, but with as little ſucceſs 


| heretofore; there was neither favour nor nouriſh- 
jent in any of them. . | 

| Our hunger increaſed every | 
being able to alſuage it ſuſtained us every ſtep, and. 


Momme ut, but the hope 


abled us to travel on 'til the afternoon. We caſt our 


es around, but could fee nothing to ret our wearied 
it upon, but a boundlets and barren waſte, extend- 
g on all ſides. At length we arrived at a piece of 


ing ground, where we expected to have a view of 
ne fruitful ſpot, or hoſpitable village; but all was as 
eary as before; nothing but an immenſe horizon, 
th the ſea on the right, a foreit on the left, which 
etched beyond our fight, and before us a deſert 
ices and ordure of wild beaſts. 
Such an horrid protpect threw us into the mot 
king ſtate of deſpair; our exh miſted ſpirits died 
thin us; we no longer thought of continuing our 
peleſs and uncertain route, in which we could not 
ifbly foreſee any end to our wants and miſeries, 
:ept death alone. 
However, We again ar and directed our ſteps 
rurds the foreſt, entirely relying on Providence: its 


in, where nothing was tc he diſtinguiſhed but the : 


8 ADVENTURES OP | 
thickneſs and gloom made us tremble; the trees ſtocho 
ſo cloſe together, that there were but few openings let 
us to paſs through, and we had not proceeded man! 
yards in ſome of theſe paths, before we found then 
cloſe upon us; while we were wound about throug 
5 others, to the very place we had firſt entered at; bu 
| one of them led us fo far into the wood, that we ſoo: 
loſt our way, without hope of being ever able to re 
cover the plain again, and with a moral certainty 0 
| being there devoured by famine, or ſome beaſt. 
| None of theſe trees afforded any kind of fruit tha 
might have ſerved for food, the moſt of them bearin 
only the ſame ſort of leaves that had like to have poi 
| ſoned us before. It is now completely over wit 
. us, cried I out, in a tranſport of grief; “ here mu 
| we lay doo n our lives; our miſeries are within a te 
hours of terminating themſelves.” 

I fell on the ground, as I uttered theſe words. Mat 
La Couture laid herſelf down by me, and the ne 
placed himſelf before us, but at a little diſtance. W 
all wept bitterly, without raiſing our eves from t! 
EZ earth, and kept a ſad filence, buried in the moſt ho 
: rid reſle&tions. We each of us foreſaw our immediat 
| deſtruction, and had no new object to conſult or ad 

viſe one another upon. i 

In this diſmal moment the moſt ſhocking re 

preſſed upon my mind. * Was there ever anoth 

mortal,” cried I out, “ in a ſituation ſo totally devo 

| of relief or hope, as we are?“ The recollection the 
_ _ came acroſs me, of ſome vovagers I had read 0 
| where {hips being driven out of their courſe by ftorm 
and long detained by contrary winds in unknown fe: 
till all their provitions had been ſpent, the crews, aft 
having ee their hunger to the laſt extremit 
were reduced to the ſhocking neceſſity of killing fo! 
one amongſt them, for the ſupport of the reſt, and h 

caſt lots for the victim. 

; Dare 1 confeſs it to you, my friend? Your bloc 
1. will run cold at the continuance of my recital ; b 
8 do me the juſtice to believe that your horror Cant 


14\ 


C1 


„„ 


28ͤK 3 —y-ꝛ 2 
- . 


( 
it 


3 


00 
[1 
In 


MONSIEUR PIERRE VIAUD. 71 


hoſnbly equal mine. Obſerve to what exceſs deſpair 
3d hunger joined may tranſport us, and pity the ne- 


eility, rather than comdemn the action, to which my 


iferies had now reduced me. 

While the ſituation of theſe voyagers was running 
my head, my roving eyes happenet to fall upon the 
exro, though without deſign or direction; but they 
atened themſelves upon him, for ſome moments, 
1th a greedineſs that I could not conquer, or xefiſt. 

He is dying of famine already“ (ſaid I, with an em- 
haſfis); “ and to rid him of his languiſhment muſt be 
kindueſs to him; he is periſhing picce-meal, and all 


ur efforts cannot relieve him; what then ſhould forbid 


iy rendering his death ſerviceable to thoſe of us that 
ay ſurvive ??? | 
This reflection, however cruel in itſelf, did not, at 
hat inſtant, ſhock my humanity. My reaſon was im- 
wired, my mind ſympathiſed with the weakneſs of 
ny body; hunger had griped me in its talons; and the 
refiſtable temptation of reheving myſelf from ſuch in- 
uferable agonies, was the only principle that could be 
iſtened to in that dread moment. 

All other means were now become impoſſible; there 
as but this alone to reit upon. My diſtracted foul 


raus rendered incapable of confideration or reflection, 


beyond the prefent evil; it poſſeſſed me with horrid 
urpoſes, and ſupplied me with ſufficient ſophiſtry to 
uſtify them. © What wrong ſhall I be guilty of?“ 


Mcontinued 1 fill to argue with myſelf.) Is he not my 


ntire property? I have bought him, for my ſole uſe; 


ad what greater ſervice can his whole life ever amouut 


0, thanrelieving the miteries which now oppreſs me?“ 

Mad. La Couture, agitated with the ſame inhuman 
deas, ſeemed to overhear theſe laſt expreſhons ; and, 
hough ignorant of the chain of reflections which had 
ed to them, the ſynipathy of her feelings having ſut- 
iciently explained them, the called to me, in a feeble 
one of voice; and, when I looked at her, ſhe turned 
er eyes upon the negro; and pointing to him with 
er hand, caſt a look at me, ſo full of horror and im- 
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1 ABVENTURES OFC 
patience, and ſeconded by ſuch ſupplicating geſturs as 
as ſpoke her eagerneſs and wiſhes ſtronger than it Laie 
in the power of {peech to have done. ye 
I ſeemed to have waited for this encouragemen flo 
and, thinking myſelf further juſtified by her concu 110 
rence with my purpoſe, 1 heſttated no longer, b 
riſing up with pretipation, and ſeizing a knotty ſtat wh 
which 1 uſed to walk with on my marches, J ran: ha 
the wretched victim, who was then lying alleep, a ga. 
ſtruck him on the head with all the force my reduce 
trength enabled me to do. Fr 
He awakened at the blow, but was ſo ſtunned 4%! 
he could not rife up, which he attempted; and m pr] 
up-hfted arm, now trembling, refuſed to repeat t 
ſtroke; my heart ſhook within me, as if looſened frefer. 
my body, whilſt ſtruggling humanity unnerved every”? 
linevs that was neceſſary to complete the murder, I 
The unhappy Tetch, recovering himſetf Toon, bin 
riſen upon his knees, and joining his hands togethe in 
with a terrißcd look and di may ed accent, cried ou! 
« What are you a-doing, my dear matter? Have I oNP! 
fended you? Have mercy on me; at lcaſt, O fpare 10 Yo: 
life!“ | 
CompaiTion now teok the place of eruelty, and nt”? 
tears fell faſter than his: for the Pace of two minut! as 
J ſtood ae ee ithgut power to ipeak or reſolve P. 
but, at length, rage and hunger having ſtiffed the voic vi 
of pity, a Hb 805 ard rom from my companiu” 
in diſtreſs recalled my former fury. I became a wol 
again, a crocoduie, 2 20 hyæna! And thus diftracted be 
vond the power or reuſon, I felt upon the miſerab! 
wretch, pre elliog 1 lim bencath me to the ground, and 
10. arins Cut, at the ſame time, to increase my frenzy 
and to ſmotier his cries, uhich might poihbly, as *. A 
fore, have icopped my bioody purpoie; and, tying bis 
hands behind his hack, called out to my accomplice t 
aſſiſt me iu this barbareus execution. 50 
She came readity on the ſummons; and keeping 
down his head, while I lay along on the reſt of his bo 
Jy, I drew out my Knife, and ſtrking it deep ĩuto b 
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throat, ſoon put an end to all further ſtrife. I then 
laid the carcaſe acroſs a large tree that happened to 
lye on the ground near us, in order to let the blood 


flow the more freely; and the aſſiſted me in this work 
allo. 


This action, with the violent agitations of madneſs 
which we had ſuſtained during the perpetration of it, 


had quite exhauſted our ſtrength; and our reaſon be- 
gan to return, only to load our conſciences with the 
moſt bitter reproaches. We then fat down upon the 


ground, for ſome time, to recover ourſelves a little, 


with our faces turned from the ſhocking ſpectacle de- 
prived of life, in an inftant, by our cruelty. | 
| We now reflected, with the utmoſt horror, on the 
erime we had been guilty of; then ſtarting up, and 
haſtening to a ſpring, to waſh our bloody hands, WIA“ 
we could not look upon without the extremett terror 
and contrition, we lifted them up to Heaven, firſt fal- 
Illing on our knees, in fervent ſupplication for pardon 
Jof our inhuman deed, and daring alto to prefer our 
Sprayers, at the ſame time, for the foul of our late de- 
parted tacrifice. 
KF What extremes and contradictions theve are in the 
nature of man! What an oppoſition of tentinent ac- 
tuates us, ſometimes, almoſt in the {ame inſtant! 
Piety immediately ſucceeded to our barbarity, and, 


vindicating her rights, ſuſpended for a while, even 


Ithe pretling and inceſſant demands of hunger. 6 Great 

God!“ (we jointly cried out) © thou ſeeſt our ſituation 
and exceflive miſcries! Theſe were the authors of the 
$2 urder our hands have been compelled to commit. 
Have mercy, good Lord, on the penitence of two un- 
happy wretches |! Bleſs, at leaſt, the horrid meal we 
are about to partake of, and ſuffer that food to ſuttain 
ur bodies for which our minds have already paid ſo 
lear.”* After this prayer we roſe up, lighted a large 


feaſt. 
How have I dared to enter into fach a detail as this? 


fire, and conſummated our ſavage action by a cannibal | 
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he ſole recollection of * ſtory ſhocks my memory. 
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No, my friend, I never was a barbarian before. A 
my nature is far diſtant from cruelty or inhumanity 
You know me too well to need any juſtificatio: « 
myſelf to you. You ſhould, therefore, be my on! 
reader; and I would ſuppreſs this part of my narra 
tive, if I thought I was ever to have any other. 


What an idea would they form of my character 
Of what atrocious action would they not think mg 
capable! It is after the privation of my reaſon, of 

caſioned by the ſevereſt miſeries, that they would pro 


bably pretend to judge of me; few would be candic 
enough to take my misfortunes into the ſcale, an 


conſider that both the exceſs, and the ſpecies of them 
were heavy enough to overbalance the veſt natural di!Þ bi 


poſitions of the human heart. 
As ſoon as our pile was lighted, I cut off the head 0 
the negro, and faſtening it to the end of a ſtick, turne 
and roaſted it before the fire; but our impatiene 
did not ſuffer us to wait till it was quite done; for v 
began to devour it when it was little more tha 
warmed through. After we had thus allayed the rag 
of hunger, we prepared for paſſing the night in th 

place we were, and defending ourſely es, as ulua! 
_ againſt the wild beaſts. We expected that their ap 
proach would prevent our ſleeping, and we were nv 
diſappointed. We, therefore, employed ourſelves ti 
day-break, in cutting up the negro into quarters ai 
joints, and banging it in the ſmoak of our fire, to dr, 
and preſerve it, not having any ſalt. 

The agonies we had fo lately been reduced to, hy 


famine, made us dread our being expoſed to t funf 


again; we endeavoured, therefore, to make our pro 
viſions hold out as long as we could. We reſted thi 
next day, and the following night, on the preſent ſpo 
in order to complete our houſewifry ; during whic! 
time we were extremely ſparing of our aliment, eatin 
nothing but thoſe ſcraps and pieces which we though 
might ſooneſt turn to putrefaction. We made feveri 
parcels of the reſt, which we tied up in what han 
kerchiefs we had left, and in pieces torn off from ou 
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lothes, which we faſtened on our backs with the 


ordage of our float. 

On the 28th of 4%, as near as I could then com- 
pute, we ſet forwards on our journey. Ihe remaining 
Jo long in one place had ſufficiently repoted our 


limbs; the nouriſhment we had taken, for theſe two 
days, had repaired our ftrength; and the certainty of 


not feeling hunger for a conſiderable time to come, 
4 /vpplied us with the courage of attempting our way 
through the middle of the foreſt, which had appeared 


% deſperate an undertaking on our irit entrance 


into it. 

We marched forw ard, but with a flow pace, and 

# bitterly regretting the loſs of our former fellow-travel- 
ler, whoſe miſerable remains we were both then in— 

| cumbered with. We journeyed, for ſeveral days, with 

great difficulty and fatigue, ſometimes labouring 

through ſtrong high bulruſhes, at other times through 


brambles, thorns, and various kinds of prickly plants, 


that tore our legs, and cut our feet in ſuch a manner 
as occaſioned great loſs of blood. 

This diſtreſs, though leſs miſerable than hunger, re- 
tarded us confiderably, and the ſtings of the muſkitos 


and ſand flies, and an armed hoſt of other winged in- 


ſects pecuhar to that climate, had disfigured us ſo 
much, that it was impoſſible far either of us to diſtin- 
guiſh a feature in the other; our faces, our hands, and 
legs being ſo ſwelled, with the venom of their bite. 
In order to rid ourſelves of ſuch troubletome ene- 
mies, we thonght it beſt to get from among the trees 
that harboured | them, and travel along the ſca-fide, for 
the future, in hopes of meeting ſome kind of food 
there, which might enable us to ſpare the ſmall ſtock 
of provifions we had now remaining; and, accord- 
ingly, at the firſt opening that pointed towards the 


right, we directed our courſe, and happily reached the 


lore. 


We were not quite diſappoiuted in our expectation; 


tor, when the weather was fair and the tide out, we 


act with ſome cockles, and a few {mall flounders, 
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which we hooked up out of the water, with a ſort of 
harpoon I had made of a branch of a tree, crouked 
and pointed at the end. But of fuch food we never 
eould procure ſufficient, at any one time, for a meal; 
and but feldom had the good fortune to hit upon it. 
It was, however, ſome little relief to us, and for which 
we moſt gratefully returned our thanks to Providence, 
cannot give you, day by day, an account of this 
difficult and fatiguing journey, the end of which 
ſeemed to be ſtill further off, the longer we travelled. 
'The tea-reeds, which ſpread all along the coaſt, gave 


us as much labour to paſs through, as the thorns and | 


brambles of the foreſt. They were ſtrong and dry, 


and numbers of them being broken by the wind, fell . 


a- croſs, and intangbed our legs, almoſt at every ſtep. 
The wild bcaſts kept us in terror, every night; to 
which was added the horror of our very meals, as we 
never could eat till we had finiſhed our jourticy for the 
day, and lighted up our fires. Our firit ravenous hun- 
ger having been appeaſed, our minds had recoverd 
their original tone; and we were ſhocked to the laſt 
degree, at being obliged to ſwallow tuch inhuman food. 
We never could taſte a morſel of this horrid fuſte- 


nance, till we were reduced to the laſt neceſſity, could 


meet with no other fort of provition, and that the re- 
turning cravings of hunger had, in fume meaſure, con- 
quered our diſguſt. 

One evening, when we came to our uſual halt, I felt 


myſelf fo extremely feeble, that I had fcarce ſtrength . 


enough to gather ſufficient wood for our principal pile; 
but found it utterly impolſible to provide the ſeveral 


leller heaps for the circle with which I always uſed to 


ſurround it; for my limbs were become ſo ſwelled and 
bloated, that I was no longer able to ſtand. 

It happily „at the ſame inſtant, occured to me, that 
I could more effectually ſupply this exigence, by ſet- 
ting fire to the reeds and broom around us, and which 
the wind would aflift in extending on all ſides. This 
would ſerve to keep the beaſts at a ſtill greater diſ- 
tance, and afford us likewite this further advantage, 


that by deſtroying theſe impediments in our way, we 
might be enabled to purſue cur future journeys, "rich 


cleared for us by the fire. 

This ſcheme ſucceeded to our utmoſt expectation z 
for, the next day, we found every obſtacic of this 
kind removed, as far as our fight could reach, and our 
route marked out and cleared. from all obſtructions, 
mort eficctually by the Fre, than a thouſand pioneers 


Rk thought ſhould never have occurred to me before, 
which would have ſaved us from the wound, pain, and 


llelays, we had hitherto fuffered, and which had io. 


rreatly ſhortened our former marches. | 
We met alto, on our next day s jour ney, with a new 

ſort of proviſion, that was extremely palat. üble and 

1ouriſhiug to us. It was two rattle- makes, whereof 


Die had fourteen, and the other twenty-one ſcales, or 


Joints, in its tail, which are ſaid to mark their age, as 
It is aſhrmed by ſome writers, that one grows every 


car. They were very large; the fire had ſurrounded 


them when aſflcep. and luftocated them. Thoſe rep- 
liles ſufficiently ſupplicd us with freth food for this 
tay and the next, having firſt cut oft the heads where 
he poiſom lies; and we dried the remainder of them 


n the ſmonk of our fire, and added it to the reſt of 
dur proviſions, | 


lu the courſe of our mar ches, I had the happineſs to 


neet with a further addition to our proviſions. One 
1orning I happened to ſpy a large cayman“, a ſpecies 
the crocodile kind, of about twelve feet in length, 
ſleep, in a pool of water near where I paſſed along. 
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could have done. This wade me regret that to fimple 


lels delay, by marching in that road that had been 


KI 


{topped immediately, to ſurvey it; nor did the view | 


f this monſter affect me with ſo much terror as might 
aturally be imagined, though 1 was not ignorant bow 
angerous an animal it is, The only idea that ſtruck 
le, at firſt, was, that if I could kill it, 1ts ficth would 

*'T is animal is more generally known by u the name of Ta- 
are 5 and breeds in the Braſils, as well as in America, 
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yield us a conſiderable increaſe to our itinerant ſtores, 


I hefitated ſome moments, before I attacked it; butÞt 


it was not fear that ſtopped my hand; it was only a 
doubt about the ſureſt manner of attempting it. 


I then advanced to the verge of the lake, with myJr 
ſtaff in my hand, which was a piece of hard heavy 


wood, with which I diſcharged three ſtrokes on its 


bead, as quick and forcibly as my ſtrength and activity 


could enable me. This ſtunned the creature ſo much, 
that though it rouſed him, it left him neither power 
to ſpring upon me, nor to fly. 

It only opened its dreadful | jaws through rage and 
agony, into which J immediat cly darted the end of 


my ſtaff that was ſharp pointed, and piercing it} 


through its throat, Rated it down to the ground, 
ſtanding myſelf at the other extremity. of the  Ipear, 
which I held bent towards me. "Fhe monſter made 
ſuch violent efforts by its contortions, throdieh (Am 
and fury, that if my weapon bad not been remar kably 
tough, and forced deep into the earth, it would have 
been impoltible to have reſiſted its convultions, and! 
ſhould ſoon perhaps have become a victim to my 
raſhneſs. 

I exerted all my ſtrength to keep it nnd down, in 
this manner, and was in ſuch a poſition that it had 


been dangerous to have changed it, for the purpoſe of 


finiſhing its deſtruction ; therefore I called out ty 
Mad. La Corture, who had kept aloof from the firit, 
intreating her to come to my alliſtance; but ſhe dared 
not venture near enough: however ſhe threw me : 
club of between three and four feet long, which | 
took in one hand, while I held down the ſtaff in the 
other, and ſoon completed my conqueſt over this for 
midable enemy. 

As ſoon as the animal had ceaſed all further ſtrug- 
gling, my companion recovering her courage, came up 
to me, and having both her hands at liberty, took the 
club from me, now almoſt ipent, and continued the 
bruiſes, till the had beaten its head into a mummy 
after Which ſhe ſevered its tail from the body. 
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This action coſt me vaſt fatigue, hazard, and labour, 
but it ſufliciently repaid my pains. We gave over all 
thoughts of puriuing our journey further that day, as 
ſo large a carcate aſtorded us full employment for the 
reit of it, in preparing it for our travelling larder, in 
the lame manner as we nad cooked our former Pro- 
vino 8. 

We firft qreſſed about three pounds of this animal 
for our prefent meal, and then cut the remainder of it 
into ſmall preces of about the lame fize, that they 
might be the ſooner dried and ſmoked for future uſe. 
We made thous, ſuch as the favazes. wear, of the {kin, 
for us both; and rolled tome other parts of it round 


our legs, like boots, to deteiid ns from the ſtings of 


inſects which had diftrefſed us ſo much before; we 
made gloves of it too, and alio matks for our faces, 
witch, though very troublelome at firſt, vet finding 
them a ſuſſicient thicki againſt the attacks of theſe 
POIOnNOUS Yerminy 6 became ſoon reconciled to the 

wearing Or. | 

Thefe were the ſeveral uſes we applied our cayman 
to, and the remainder of this day and the fuceeeding 
night were wholly oCUnpied in theſe preparations, 
again our next morumg's march, which we com- 
menced as ſoon as dawn appeared, and the howlings: 
ceaſed, We did not lay ourtclves down to flecp be- 
fore we ſet out, as was uſually our cuſtom, but truſted 
to the following night for that repoſe which our pre- 
ſeut fatigue required. We feared to prolong. our 
journey, by too [frequent toppings and delays, which 
bad been already too much retarded by the ſhort 
marches we had been hitherto reſtramed to, owing to 
the ſcveral impediments we had met w ith in our courſe. 

The next day our journey was interrupted, for 
about an hour, by a river that ran acroſs the road inta 
the ſea. It was not broad, but its current was ex- 
tremely rapid. I tried if we could ford it, by pulling. 
off my clothes, aud going in to ſound it; but found 
the paſſage impr acticable, Ir om the depth of the water, 
Which prevented my wading through it; and had at; 
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tempted to ſwim over, the violence of the fiream,Þ! 


which no ſtrength coukl ſtem, would have hurried nic 
along with it into the ocean. 
But had it been in my power to have got the better 


of theſe difficultics, the poor woman could not poſ- $1 


ſibly have been alle to encounter them. 80 that f re- 
turned and drefled myſelf, in the moſt abject dejection 
of mind that can be conceived. There was then no 
other meaſure to take than to travel along by the fide 
of a river, towards its ſource, 1d. make further ys 
on it where we might find the current more gentle, 
or ſome ſhallow that might render the fording of it 
practicable, | | 
WMW accordingly proceeded in this directiop, and 
continued it for two entire days, without perceiving 
any place that afforded us the leaſt probabitity of ac- 
compliſhing our end, for the further we went the more 
dangerous the attempt ftill appcared, Our inquietude 
and deſpondency increated with our difficulties and 
we even began to deſpair of ever being able to get out 
of this deſert. | 
We had not the good fortune” to meet with any 
manner of aliment, during theſe two days progrefs, 
and we were conſequently obliged to feed upon the 
cayman, reſerving ſtill the unhappy negro's licſh for 


the laſt extremity, as being the food that would keep 


the longeſt. We trembled at the apprehenſion of 
exhauſting all our proviſions, before we might be for- 
tunate enough to reach any inhabited ſpot of the earth, 
where we could be able to procure a treſh ſupply. 
Terrified at the paſt, diſtreſſed with the pretent, 
diffident of the future, and impatient at the obſtinate 
continuance of our misfortunes, we paſſed the diſmal 
Hours in faint hopes, heavy fighs, and thenclofing our 
reflections in abſolute deſpair. The continual view 
of a river always rapid, added to the wearinets of our 


minds; the impoſſibility of paſſing it, with the neceſ- 


fity, however, of ftill marching forward quite out of 
our purpoſed courſe, without the leaſt proſpect of 
meeting with a fordable paſſage, now finally damped 
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the ſpirit and courage we had yet been able to pre- 
ve through ali our wp aralleled miteries. 

Toward the latter end of the ſecond day, while we 
ere tracing the fource of this river, I happened to 
rn up a tortoite, which might perhaps weigh about 
2 pounds, This precious gift of Providence fut- 
ended the murinurs which utcd to eſcape us every 
inute before, and-changed them into acciamations 
gratitude, - Wie had een, the former day, a large 
-1-turkey come down and Arn ik at the ſtream near 
„ and we concluded that it had its neſt fomewhere 
creabouts. Ihe hope of ee - 1ts eggs made 
{ſearch every where, for a mile or two round the 
aces but in vain. This ditappointme nt emed to 
creaſe our nusfortunes, and made us ſtill more rej dine 
our deſtiny. 
I But the luck of meeting with the e tortoiſe reconciled 
1 little to fortune, and we prepared to feaſt upon 
directly. Our pile was formed, and I was going to 
fire to it, when to my utter conſternation and in- 
prethble grief, 1 could not find the Hint! 1 ſearched 
my pockets, turned them out, opened all our par- 
1s Of provitions, and looked and felt in ev ery told of 
em, with the cloſeſt ſcrutiny. Mad. La Couture aſ- 
ed, a M examined every thing after me again, but 
10 purpote. 
What were our diſtractions! proportioned, to be 
re, to our lols, our now irrepat able misfortune. Did 
er man faſtzm a greater? We then regarded the tor- 
ie that we had juſt ditcovered with an extreme of 
„ us but a common Pebble, which we would then 
it facile” have exchanged for any flint, and given 
half of our proviſions to boot. For how, without 
eee, we prepare our food, guard us 
m the nightly cold and dews, and deſend ourtelves 
m the ravenous fury of wild beats? W \ hat a 
Fetched couple were we two, at that inſtant! What 
* Yrcadtul ſituation! | 
was certain that 1 conld not have dropped the fint 
u bere but in the place we had lighted up our fire, 
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the night before, or on our road this morning from 
thence hither, Weak and weary as I was, I did not 
heſitate a moment to trace my fontſteps back again tv 
the ſpot where our dying embers lay, to ſearch for it, 
I propoſed this to Mad. £2 Cuture, but left her at li- 
berty to come along with me, or wait my return; and 
ſhe determined on the latter, as ſhe was too feeble an 
exhauſted, to be able to walk either backwards or bony 
wards. without taking more reſt than ſhe had enjoyct 

For ſome time paſt. 

She trembled, however, at the idea of being left by 
herſelf; but her impatience about recovering our Jo! 
treaſure being fully equal to mine, ſhe conſented to m 
going alone, depending on my moſt ſolemn atiurannce 
of not abandoning her in ſo deplorable a ſituation, an, 
of returning to her with the utmoſt ſpeed, w hethe1 
ſucceſsful in my errand, or not. 

We had luckily not gone far that morning ; abou 
an hour and an half's walking having been the exten 
of our march; it was very early in the day, and I wa 
ſure of being able to be back in the evening, kong be 
fore we need ſet up our reſt for the night, But alas 
1 found this impoflible; 1 was too weak to more laſt 
and belides I ſtood ſtill at every ſtep of the way, t 
look about for the flint. I] was in hopes t! I hat 
dropt it on ſome part of the road near w here I bat 

uſed it, and that 1 ſhould have the happinets to fine 
it without being obliged to go all the way back to ot 
laſt night's ſtage. | 

But I was cruelly diſappointed in this ſurmiſe; an 
after an unprofitable ſearch through every inch of tl 
road we paſled this morning, 1 was led back again t 
the very ſpot we had halted at the night before, abe. 
the duſk of the evening, when I could hardly diſti. 
guih much larger objects than the one I was in que 
of. I kneeled "down to the ground, in the very ip: 
where we had reſted before, and looked and grop« 
every where about; but in vain; 

Diſcontented with fatiguing myſelf to no purp0! 
J roſe up and haſtened to the hearth, in hopes of nice 
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ing with ſome uncxtinguithed faggot to light up an- 


other fire, which might affiſt me in a further ſearch. 


at I found the cinders all cold, without a ſpark alive, 
in any of them. 

Shocked at this new diſappointment, as if it had 
been quite unexpected, 1 threw myicti down on the 
rround, in the utmoſt diſtraction of mind, .deſpairing 
eo redrets myſelf where I was, or be able to rejoin 


Mad. L. Couture that night, and without the leaſt 


thought, indeed, of attempting it; for to have ſtirred 
rom the ſpot without finding the flint, would have 
been madneſs; and 1 was therefore reſolved to conti- 
nue there, til 1 the return of day might enable me to 
tvarch for it, with better ſucceſs, 

1 then went and laid down on a heap of fern that 

2 had gathered for a couch, the night before; and it 
1 to me, juſt at that minute, that I might 


more probably have dropt my flint here than any- 


where elſe on my route. I deliberated, for an inſtant, 
with myſelf, whether I ſhould not wait til! T had ſuf- 
btcient light to look for it. This appeared to be per- 
teetly reaſonable, as I needed every kind of aſſiſtance 
to find fo {mall a ſubſtance, in the midſt of fo large an 
beap; and to feel for it in the dark, would have been 
both loſs of time and reſt. 

Theſe reflections were extremely rational; but my 


Impatience could not brook delay, I ſtroked my bands | 


Iifturely over every inch of the ſurface of the bed, 


Tot met with nothing hard beneath them. When J 


Logan to do this, I deſigned to bave troubled myſelf 
10 tarther till the morning, when 1 might examine 
every ſprig of the heap with more care, and perhaps, 
with ſuceets; but my impatience ſtill urged me on; 1 
iminediately Toſe, and taking off the fern, layer aſter 
layer, ſhifted every handful of it through my lingers, 
and laid it by in another heap. 
[I ſpent moſt part of the night in this hopeleſs man- 
ner, and deſpaired of being ever able to find my trea- 
bun; when, having removed every part of the bed, 


M) tf preading my hands all over the ground where it 
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had lain, I, at laſt, had the happineſs to lay hold o 
the precious article I had been ſo long in ſearch of 
I was fo diſtracted with joy, that I could not contri: 
where about me I could guard it with the greate! 
ſafety; and moſt ſolemnly vowed for the future ne 
ver to ſuffer it to be one moment out of my tight, 0 
feeling. 

During all this time you may naturally ſuppoſe « 
terror I muſt have undergone, of the wild beaſts. 
had heard their ludeous yells for a conſiderable em 
before; bat it fecined to be at a far greater diſtanc 
than uſual, 1 was in dread not only for myſelf, but for 
my miſerable companion, who was left alone, an 
whote horror mult be extremely augmented by th; 
darkneſs of the night. I, therefore, purpoſed imme 
diately to return to her, if pouſtible, to comfort ane 
defend her; but confets that my fear of meeting wit! 
ſome miſadventure on the way, held my mind a lor! 
time in ſuſpence; und, in order to excuſe the want of 
heroiſm in myſelf, upon that occation, I confiderc« 
that the conflagration I had ſpread all along the road 
we had travelled, for three ni; ghts paſt, and which had 
blazed far and wide about the country, muſt hay 
frightened the wild animals to a fafe diſtance from ou 
route; and in reality; lince the firſt time of this happ) 


expedient, they had never ventured within the reach 
of our longeſt licht; and their howlings did not ſtrike 


Our ear, but by their echos on v. 


And yet this very reflection, in which I had made 
an apology lor my cowardice, ſerved to rouze my cou- 


Tage again. if there be little d. iger for her, there ca 
be leſs tor me, Upon this ſoliloquy I ſet out forth- 
with; but travelled, however, every ſtep of the way, 
in fear and trembling, and was frequently tempted t 
ſtop and light a fire, in my own defence. 

I continued, however, my march in the dark, with 
out interruption or delay; for fear had lent me ſpecd: 
and, notwithſtanding my feeble ſtate of body, I reached 
the ſpot where Mad. La Couture had crouched her 
ſeli down, about two hours before day. I had lik 
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to bave paſſed her by, as the obſcurity of the night, 
and the apprehenſions I ſtill laboured under, had ren- 
dered it in \Poittbic tor me to mark the place I had lett 
her in; but au heavy figh that reached my ear, and 
which at firſt made me tftart; informed me, that I was 
near her. She had heard the ſound of my feet, juſt at 
that inſtant, and, fearing it to proceed from the mo- 
tion of ſome wild beait coming. to devour her, the 

juckily ſent forth that moan wich had topped me on 
my march forward. 

I called out to her with a loud voice,“ Is it you, 
Madam?“ “ Yes, O yes!” ſhe replied, in an almoſt 
fainting tone. Good God! how you have alarmed 
nie, 2 md Wh at a miferable age of time has your depar- 


ture and deln a5 ccaltoned! me to ui der 0) 1: Have you 
: ' 0.9 1 8 \ 7 * 8 

heard thcic Ferrit liowelin es: 0 EV B. Aut er ccœaſed a 
moment ſince the night Conn eed; and ss! did not 


fin you return when 1 had reaton to expect you, I 


concluded for x cc rtainty, that you hach been de- 
voured by the wild be. {ts; aud that it was impotl ible 
for me to turvive you long 

« T am yet alive, thank God!“ I cried; and I 
bave the happineſs to find you fo likewiſe, We are 
more than repaid for all our fears and fatigue :. I have 
recovered my flint. Let us immediately then ſet about 
making a coinfortable fire, before which we may firſt 
take refre ſhment, and then repole.” 

At theſe words we ſearched about for what fticks 


and dry leaves were near at hand, and, gathering them 


into a heap together, ſoon lighted it up. A fragment 
of my ſhirt, that was worn almoſt to lint, ſerved me 
for tinder, as it had done often before; though I ftome- 
times obliged Mad, L1 Couture to furniſh her quota 
too, upon ſuch occaſions. | 

When we had lighted up a large fire, we broiled 
ſome of our tortoiſe, which we thought extremely 
ſweet and juicy. We found a number of ſmali eggs 
when we opened the body of it, which we roaſted on 
ſome hot cinders, and which ſupplied us with an 
wholeſome and refreſhing meſs that was of infinite 


— — ge # 


233 


. ²˙· . ß .. — 


1 ADVENTURES OF. 


| ſervice to us. We then ventured to lye down to ſleep 
and reſt, which we had the good fortune to indu! ge in 
for about five hours, and recruited our powers both of 
body and mind. 
| On our awakening, we conſulted eee whether 
we ſhould continue the route we had taken any further, 
0 or not. On confidering the river, whote courſe was 
_ continued in a direct line, till it ſtretched beyond our 
view, we delpared of being able, during many days 
journey, to find a for dable 7 paſſage acroſs; we, there- 
fore, determined on attempting to get over in the 
very {pot where we then ſtood. | 
What encouraged us, at this time, was the obſerv- I 
ing half a dozen of old leaſſeſs trees, brought doven by 
the ſtream, and whieh had been ſt topped in their 
courſe, near the bank, by another coat the wind had 
# bent down into the river. This timber appeared to be ! 
1 ſuflicient for the framing a raft that might be able to 
1 carry us ſafely to the oppoſite fide. 
then took off my clothes, aud waded into the wa- 
ter, which was not very deep near the margin; and, 1 
faſtening four of theſe trees together, which F thought 
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it might anſwer the purpoſe, by means of the rinds that 
3 I peeled off, I drew them clofe to the brink, and fixed 
alſo a long ſtaff to the end of the float, w hich might 
ferve me, occaſionally, either for oar or rudder. 
This work being W we prepared ourſelves for 
ſetting out directly; we ſtripped ourſelves naked, and 
made a compact bundle of our clothes, which ve fai- | 
tened together with ſome more of the tough bark with 
which I had bound the trees. We uſed this precau- 1 
tion, in order to be the leſs incumbered with them, if 
we ſhould happen to be caſt away; and, by tying up 
our wretched habilaments in one parcel, 1 might be 
the better able to tow-them along, if I ſhould be 
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reduced to the neceſſity of ſwimming on ſhore again. 
1 The event ſhewed the prudence of ſuch precautions. 
4 The neceſſity of ti circumſtances to which Mad. 


La Couture and 1 were by this time reduced, rendered 
N all regardto the e of appearances a matter belo 
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our attention. We had, I dare pronounce, throughout 
all our troubles, never confidered each other as of dif- 
ferent ſexes. I ſaw in her, nothing but the natural 
fecbleneis of a woman; nor did the reflect upon any 
thing in me, but that reſolution and courage with 
which I had endeavoured to infpire her, and thoſe aſ- 
fiftances which my fupertor ſtrength had empowered 
me to afford her. 

Our apprehenſion about the accidents which might 
bees) us, on this new adventure, would not ſuffer us 
to detach ourſelves from our proviſions, as we had 
done For our clothes; the loſs of theſe could not be 
ſo fatal to us, as the want of the former: we, there- 
fore, opened our parcels, and diſpoſed them in ſuch 
2 manner as enabled us to faſten them round our bo- 
dies, With the leaſt inconvenience or incumbrance to 
us, being reſolved to ſave them with ourſelves, or pe- 
riſh along with them. 

We then embarked on our raft, which ] launched 
into the river, and endeavoured to guide, as well as I 


could, with my perch; but the current hurried us 


away with a rapidity that made me tremble, as.I 
thought it impothible to be able to ſtem the torrent, 
till it. had delivered us into the ſea: however, after in- 
finite labour and addreſs, by humouring the courſe of 
the water for many yards in length, to gain an inch in 
the breadth, we at laſt got about half way acroſs, and 
were in hopes that, by ſuch repeated efforts and com- 
pliances, we might poſſibly complete our traverſe alive. 

Ve were now ein the middle of the river, where the 
force of the current was ſtrongeſt, when we were 


daſhed againſt the trunk of a tree, that happened to be 
bent down acroſs the water. The ſhock was ſo violent 
that it broke all the ligaments of the raft aſunder; the 
timber ſeparated, and we were plunged at once into 


the flood, where we ſhould certainly have been both 
drowned, if I had not been quick enough to ſeize hold 
of a branch of the tree with one hand, and of Mad. 


La Couture's hair by the other, zuſt as the was ſinking 


down. | 
1 he top of her head only appeafed above water. I 
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pulled her toward me, and as ſhe had not been quite 


deprived of her ſeuſes, I called to her to ſtrike out with 
her legs and arms, to help me to ſuſtain her. I then 
alliſted her to climb up on the ſtem of the tree, the 
root of Which being fixed in the oppoſite bank, I al- 
filted her to reach the ſhore, at laſt, in fifety. 

J immediately unburdencd myſelf of my load of 
proviſions, which 1 laid down by her, and returned to 


the river, to fee What was become of cur bundle 


of clothes, which I perceived intangled among the 


branches of the tree that lad been equally the eauſe of 
our wreck and ſafety; but the agitation of the water 


bad juſt then difengaged and delivercd it to the current, 


at the very inſtant I hac plunged in to recover it, which 
J had the good fortune to do, though not without a 
great deal of filigue and difficulty. | 

J gave the parcel into the care of Mad. La Coz- 
ture, to open, wring and fpread out before the ſen, 
while I ſet about making a fire, to ery cur clothes 
more quickly, and to dreſs part of the tortoiſe we had 
brought over with us; for we were ſo fertunate not to 
loſe any thing by being overſet, except the raft, which 
could now have been of no further ſervice tons. 

After Raving put on our clothes, and refreſhed our- 


ſeives with a good meal, we took care to dry the reſt 


of our proviſions before the fire; which work gave us 
ſufficient employment for the remainder of that day. 
We paſſed the night in this place, with the uſual pre- 
cautions; and the next morning, being much recruited 


by food and fleep, we ſet forward towards &. Mark 


in the Ap.ichian Monntains, bearing our courſe caſt- 
ward, as much as we could, and trembling every ſtep 


- we went, for tear of miſtaking our road. 


A wood that we met with in our courſe, we found 


almoſt impracticable to paſs through, on account. of | 


the ſtrong reeds and briars with which it was choaked; 


for the ſort of ſhoes, bufkins, gloves, and maſks we bad 


made out of the cayman's ſkin, had been quite worn 
out by this time, and finally melted into pap, by their 
late ſoaking in the water; ſo that our ſcet and legs ſuf- 
fered ſeverely from the thorns and brambles, while our 
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hands 2nd faces were expoſed to the muſkitos, ſand- 
flies, and waſps, as before, whole poiſonous bites and 
tings ſoon {willed our bodies to an enormous fize. 
Beftides which grievances, we met with a leſs ſupply 
Of ſuſtenance here, than on the other fide of the river; 


Were our only ſupport. 

- We ſtruggled for many days through all theſe dif- 
ficulties, which were auginented ſtill by repeated ſuf- 
ferings, both of mind and body. No longer did fond 
hope fuſtain our drooping fpirits with expectations flat- 
tering, though vain; all diſtinction of our limbs and 
features was loſt, and we reſembled moving tuns, ra- 
ther than human creatures. We marched heavily 
along, hardly able to ſet one foot before the other; and 
when we ſat down to reſt, it required our utmoſt et- 
torts to raiſe ouriclves from the ground again. 

Mad. La Counting fupported her ſtrength and ſpirits 
longer than IT did. While my powers remained, I had 
been ſparing of bes and had taken every labour and 
fatigue upon myſelf that her aftiftance was not imme- 
diately neceflary to. Her mind too had been always 


rally in the exertions of my forecaſt and endeavours. 
All the difficultics of our fituation and circumſtances 
had hitherto refted chiefly on me; but the weight of 
our misfortunes became at laſt too heavy for my 
ſtrength, or rather weakneſs, to ſupport. | 

One day, not being able to ſtir any farther, totally 


debilitated, and almoſt deprived of fight by the bliſters 


which the venom of the inſects had raiſed about my 
eyes, I laid myſelf down on the ſhore Which we had 
then reached, about an hundred yards from the ſea; 
and after repofing my limbs for an hour, beneath a 
preading tree, 1 attempted to riſe again, with a pur- 
poſe of continuing our march; but in vain. I felt as 
if the earth I prefled had been heaped upon me. 
It is over with me now,” ſaid I, to my compa- 
nion; © here muſt I remain for ever; my grave encom- 
Pa Mes me; this ſpot is, at length, the final end of my 
Journey, of my misfortunes, and my life, Avail yeur- 
| 13 8 


and what yet remained of our negro and the cay man, | 


more at reſt than mine; becauſe ie acquieſced gene- 
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ſelf of what powers you have yet remaining, to baſten 
forward to ſome inhabited part of the country; carry 
with you whatever proviſions we have left, and do not 
idly ſpend them in waiting longer here with me. I 
fee that fate has oppoſed my tirther progreſs, and feel 
my diffolution beginning from this moment; the abt- 
lity which Rill remains to you, thews that it is more 
favourably inclined towards vou; take then the advan- 
tage of its kindueſe, and reflect fometimes with tender— 
nets on the untortunate aſlociate of rvour micries, ho 
bas exhauſted his every faculty in aiding and relieving. 
you, and who would never have remitted his cares for 
your preſervation, if he had been able to: accompany 
you any longer, or had it any otherways in his Pow er 
to Ieiten your diſtreſs. Let us refign ourfelves to tie 
tevere neceflity which impoſes fo cruel a law upon us 
both. Farewell, depart on the inftant, ſtruggle Rill tor 
like; and when you may rej0!ce in happier days, for- 
getting in abundance the wants you have fo long en— 
dured, remember only that you have loſt a friend amidit 
the deſerts of Aneta. You will, ſoon, I hope, be 
able to rcach ſome ſpot where Haran may be met 
with, from whence you may have the opportunity of 
velicls returning to Hane, by winch intreat that you 
will render me the only kind office that remains yet in 
your power, by ſending an account of the unfortunate 
Liesel to.my relations tell ng them that Jam, at length, 
relcaſed from miſery, and dei Hring them to divide the 
ſmall remainder of my effects among them, without 
the moſt diſtant idea of my ever being in a condition 
to re- demand them. Bid them pity and pray for me.“ 
Mad. La Coutune could only anfwer me with tears 
and moans. She took my hands between hers, and 
preſſed them with the utmoſt teuderneſs, while I con- 
tinued to perſuade her to our ſeparation, urging the 
_ abſolute neceſſity of it in vain. “ No, my dear friend,” 
faid the, “J will not abandon you; 1 will ftill render 
you, as far as my powers will per it, the aſſiſtance I 
owe you, and which I have received fo long from you 
already. Exert your ſpirits, and your ſtrength may 
return again. If my hopes ſhould deceive me, it will 
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not be then too late to expoſe myſelf, helpleſs and 
alone, in this vaſt deſert, accompanied only by my 
fears, and dreadivg every moment, that oended Hea- 
ven might let looſe the 1 ſavage be aſts to devour me, as 
a juſt puniſhnient for having foriakcn you while there 
remained the leaſt poſitbthty of affor ding YOu any man- 
ner of relief. As to our proviſions, we will endeavour 
ſtill to huſband them w ith the beſt < conomy we can; 
and I will now go in ſearch on the borders of the ſea, 
for ſome freſher nouriſhment, which may poſſibly re- 
cruit your ſtrength once more. I devote myſelf, from 
this moment, wholly to your tervice ; and, in order to 
defend you from the inleets which would have more 
power over you, in your preſent helpleſs condition, J 
hall leave you COVERcO up entirely with this garment.” 

She then took off one oi her petticoats, of which ſhe 
had but two, and cutting it under 1th my knife, 
ſpread one half of it over my legs, e the other on 
my arms and face, which perfectly ſecured me from 
the attacks of thoſe Venomous animals that were then 
buzzing all around me. After this kind precaution, 
Me lighted up a fire, and immediately retired towards 
the ſea-ſhore. 

She ſoon returned again, with a tortoiſe in her hand; 
of which the firſt ufe ] made, was to waſh my ſtings 


and bliſters in its warm blood, as I imagined it allayed 


the heat and ſwelling, I recommended the ſame me- 
dicine to Mad. La Couture, which The readily partook 
of, as ſhe was as much diſtreſſed with the bites of theſe 
inſect s as myſelf. We then compoſed ourſelves to reſt, 
for ſome time, but my weakneſs was not relieved ; 
and I found myſelf growing jo much worſe, after l 
awoke, that I had reaſon to conclude 1 hag not many 
hours to ſurvive. _ 

A large hen-turkey that ſprung juſt i in view, at that 
time, and run into a coppice Near us, gave us hopes 
that the was going to brood, and that we might be able 
to rob her neit of the eggs, which might be a great re- 
freſhment to_us in our preſent circumſtances. Mad. 
La Couture undertook the office of provedore on this 
occaſion, as I was totally unable to raiſe myſelf from 
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the ground; and was, therefore, left behind, lying 
ſtretched before the fire. | 

I remained in that ſituation, for about three hours; 
the fun was near ſetting, I was in a ſtate of torpid in- 


ſenſibility, without motion, and almoſt deprived of all 


reflection, like a perſon between Neeping and waking; 
a total numbneſs had ferred my limbs; I felt no pain, 


but a certain liſtleſsneſs and uncomfortable ſenſation ak- 


fected my whole body. 

About the time mention, I was rouſed from my 
inſenſibility, by the ſound of fome ſhrill voices, which 
awakened my attention. I nftened with dread, and 
they ſeemed to come tron the ſea-iide. I concluded 
that they mult have proceeded from ſome ſavages who 
were marching along the coait, near the place I lay. 

« Good God!” ] cried out, © have you determined 
on this moment for the- criſis of my deſtiny? Have 
you ſent theſe barbarians hither to put an end to my 
miteries, cither by their cruelty or kindneſs: VWhat- 
ever you ordain I refign myſelf to, without a mur— 
mur. Deftroy or ſuccour me. I ſhall either way be 
relieved, and ſhall equally adore and ſubmit my ſelf to 
thy Prov idence.” 


The voices were repeated ſeveral times, and 2 ray of H. 


hope began to beam on my mind; I endeavoured to 
raiſe myſelf up; and, after many efforts, overcame my 
weakneſs ſo far as to be able to fit on the ground; but 
this cruel reflection began to leſſen my triumph in this 
advantage. Perhaps, thought I, the Penn! hear 
are failing on the ſea, and hound to ſome diſtant coafſt; 

they can know nothing of me, unlets they land near 
this place; and then how much more wretched muſt 
this diſappointed hope ſtill render me! In the helpleſs 
ſtate I am at preſent, how is it poſſible for me to con- 
vey the leaſt knowledge to them that there lies a mi- 


ſerable perſon here, whois in the laſt need of their hu- 


manity and aſſiſtance ! 
This thought threw me into the utmoſt deſpon— 


dency. I ſtrove to hail them, but my voice failed me; 


the dread, however, of miſling the only reſource that 
bad preſented itſelf to us for fo long a time, ſerved to 
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Nore part of my powers, which J made uſe of to 
rep upon my hands and knees as near the ſhore as! 
ald. I could then diſtinctly percerve a large boat 
mch rowed- alcaz near the coaſt, and had not vet 
aj} 18 by. I then 1 raiſed my If on my knees, and way - 
my cap; to and fro, as high as I could reach, 1 
ade ſignals that I was oblig -ed often to interrupt, as 
ny weakueſs did not ſuffer me to hold up my arm long 
nough, and made me fall flat again on my lace. 

How much did I regret the abſence of Mad. La Con- 
1e, during this anxious interval! She was able to 
Ave run down to the ſea-ſide, to have called out, to 
ave beſceched their egi and to e ſum moned 
heir attention; but ſhe was certainly then at too great 
diſtance io Bear the ſound of their voices, or ſhe 
rould ſoon have appeared in view, 

lu her abſence] thought of every Pollible method of 
endering myſelf noticed. I happened to perceive a long 
ranch of a tree, within my reach, which J made vie 
if 25 raiſe my cap upon, to which I faſtened a part of 

e petticoat that my e e in miſery had lent 
me, as before related; and this kind of floating enſign 
vas at length taken notice of by the perſons in the veſ- 
el; w bich. I ſoon perceived, by the ſudden ſhout they 
et up, and by their quitting their former courſe, and 
eering ig in directly to the ſhore, 

[ immediately ſtruck my perch into the ground, that 
hey might not loſe fight of the fignal, and endea- 
oured to creep towards the ſtrand, where 1 lay 
tretched along, fatigued with my efforts, but exuiting 
1 proſpect of an approaching deliverance, and putting 
up moſt grateful and fervent ejacuiations to Provi- 
Gence tor its kindneſs towards mes 

Ou looking attentively at the boat, J had the inex- 
proſlible tatisfaction to diſcover that the pailengers in 
i wore clothes, which afforded me the comfort of 
concluding them to be Europeans, and not any of the 
l1yages of the country, which relieved me from the ap- 
prehenfions I had laboured under from the firſt. 

While I was waiting for their landing, I caſt my 
eyes all about, in (earch of Mad. La Coutrre, whom 4 
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ericvouſly, as 1 looked upon her deliverance to be i} 
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was impatient to ſee, that I might have the pleaſure © 
acquainting her w th the happy event which had a 
rived to our relief, and which the might be an equi 
tharer in. I felt my good fortune only in part withf] x 
out her participation of it. The tender cares ſhe ha 
beſtowed on me, and her refolving not to abandon me 
had rivetted the friendſhip that had before attachee$: 
me to her, and which our common misfortunes had 
given birth to. 

She appeared not in view all this while, and thi 
was the only uneatineſs I was ſenſible of during tha 
interval; but this delay did not affect my mind ver 


real as it ſhe had been preſent ; and that ſhe could no 
be long abſent to mits the opportunity, as it grew nov 
late; and the falling of the night mull cer tainly war! 
her to return. 1 

The boat at length arrived to ſore; the crew landed 
and came up to me. The exceis of my joy, in ſecing 
them ſo near me, had nearly proved fatal to me; 1Þ.. 
threw me into a ſwoon, for fome minutes, which ren 
dered nie incapable of ſpeaking one word, IN anſwe 
to the ſeveral queſtions they aſked me. 

A cup of taffia, which they poured down wy throat] 


revived my ſpirits, and enabled me to expreſs my gra 


tude, and to acquaint them in a few words of the mig 
ſeries of my fituation ; which indeed they were ſuth 
ciently able to gueſs at themſelves, on the firſt view 0 
me, and therefore reſtrained me from entering into 


: 0 
any of the particulars of it. While I was ſatisſied inf, 


finding them Europeans, though judging, by their many; 
ner of anſwering me in Beuel, that they were of thaty, 


nation, yet I never thought of aſking them what couny{. 


trymen they were, as this information was a matter ol, 
but very little confequenee ; it being ſuſſioient for meſh; 
that I was fallen into the hands of civilized perſons, 
and that I thought I might depend upon their aſ-In 
ſtance. 

I treated ther: to ſhout and halloo through thef; 
coppice, near us, whither Mad. Li Conine had gone] 
in queſt of the turkey-hen, in hopes ſhe might be able 
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hear the cheerful found of human voices once more, 
nd be brought back again to a place of ſafety and 
omfort. This had its effect; the appeared, on the 
Timmons, and my happineſs was now complete. 

[ ſaw her running towards us with the utmoſt excr- 

on of her ſpeed, with the turkey and her neſt, which 

be had the good fortune to make a prize of.“, My dear 
fiend,” cried I, in rapture, „“ theſe proviſions are 
* ome moſt luckily, at prefent, to treat theſe kind de- 
rerers whom the mercy of God has ſent ſo oppor- 
uncly to our relief. Rejoice with me. Providence 
ever forfakes the juſt; and your generous compafſion 
owards me has been ſufficient! y recompeiſed.” 
As the night was now come on, it was not thought 
roper to embark 'till the next morning. I then 
carned that it was the 6th of May, for till that time 
could not be certain of the dates that paſſed. We 
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gathered round my fire, to which 01. new friends 


ere ſo kind to carry me; we fupped on the turkey 
Ind her eggs, to which they added rome pickled pork, 


he moſt cheerful of any had ever enjoyed, fince our 
upwreck. Content of mind helped to relieve the 
veakneſs of our bodies, and I began foon to feel my 
health and ſtrength returning. 


principal of whom was an officer of infantry in the 
ſervice of his Britannic Majeſty, whole name was 
1 . I entertained him, after ſapper, with an ac- 
Jcount of our extraordinary hardſhips and adventures; 
20 Jobſerved him frequently moved at the miſcrics 
we had been reduced to; but he was more particularly 
Pocked at the neceſſity which had conſtrained us to 

Ack our preſervation in the ſacrifice of my wretched 


] 


Inegro. He then deſtred to look at what remained of 


Athis cannibal food; and curiofity tempted him to taſte 
Ia morſel of it, which he immediately ſpit out of his 
Jmouth with the utmoſt diſguſt, and pitied us ex- 


Aremely for having been obliged to ſuſtain ourſelves on 
1 unnatural an aliment. 


1 
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ind a flaſh or two of 72/74, This rep: Ut was doubtleſs - 


Our gueſts informed us that they were Exg/:/4, the. 
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I obſerved, occiſionally, that there was only the for 
ficer, and one of his ſoldiers, who underitood Feen 
and that all the reſt of the crew. were impatient! 
Len the particulars of my ſtory. I thought. I cou! 
never do too much for fuch friends; therefore I relate 
it to the m over a: rain, in Egli, which I was enable 8 
to do, by having been twice taken priſoner, in the |; 
war, and confined 10 Bilain long enough to learn: 
language ſutbciciutty to render myſelf intelligible tom 
deliverers, whote goud-will I further attached to m 
by ſuch a CO: pl; ec. 
nern had Snifhed my recital, I enqufred from M. 
THOR 17 to what lucky chance we owed the good for 
tune of his opportune ſuccour? Ile informed me, t 
Re belong Te ed to aA cteta. OS nent ſtationed at “. Ma Kr. ! 
the Apa an mduntains, commanded by Mr. . 
t; that fone days before a frage having rel 
por ted that © had found a man dead on the mare 
Who by a remains of his clothes ſeemed to has: 
been an Eurobgau; that his face and belly were want. 
ing, and 1 abpe. ire 80 to have been devoured by ſome 
wild peaſt B. ebm, upon this account, had 
fent him off, with. wan nterpreter: and four ſoldiers; 10 
tra werte the coaſt, an: 4 attord relief to every diſtreſſe 
perion they might meet with in their way. To which 
he added, th; at his ſuperior having obſerved the ſtormy 
weather that had continued ſome time, was in appre« 
henſion that a br 14 tine, which he was in expecta: 
tion of from Fenſtergle, freighted with provifions for 
the garriſon, had been caſt away. 
I doubt not but that the body ſeen by the ſavage, 
and which had been the occation of Mr. g 
lucky cruiſe, muſe have been one of our poor loſt 
friends, either M. L Couture, or M. Deſclar. They 
had been both drowned, for a certainty; one of theioh 
bodies might have been devoured i in the ſea by a cay 
man, and the other thrown upon the ſhore by the 
agitation of the waves; at leaſt we have not receive 
any manner of account about them, ever fince. 
After we had entertained each other in this manne 
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r ſome time, we compoſed ourlelves fo reſt, but 
were ſoon routed again from our llecp, by * violent 
ſtorm that arote in the middle of the nip rht. The rain, 

wind, thunder and lightning, ceaſed not, for an in- 
tant, 'till morning. This tempeſt diſturbed our new 
gucſts, much more than it did Mad. Lo Corrie of 
me, who had been to much longer uted to fuch a- 
arms; and beſides they affected us leſs, as we were 
already pollciled of a relief to all our dangers and our 
Cares. | 
Towards the dawn of day the feral abated; and 
by ſun-riſe a ip calm ſucceeded. We then pre- 
vared to embark, and my ſpirits were 10 much re 
ito ed, that I thought myſelf able enough to get into 
the boat, without any manner of afhiſtancs; which ! 
was going to attempt; but Mr. ILV would not per- 
mit it, and ordered me to be carried aboard, Laying, 
IJ with you joy of your ſeeming recovery, but von 
I ought not to preſume too much on it; huſband your 
A firength, as well as you can, to ſerve you upon more 
4 ucceſlary occaſion,” | 
Mad. La (Chur Wwalked by my fide to the boat, 
cooking at me all the Ways with a fincere and lively 
joy in her eyes. “ Reflect, now,” taid the, „Whether 
{ { was not in the right to abide {tit with you, notwith- 
ſtanding your generous diſaiflal of my tervice. We are 
both of us, thank God, alive, and in a ſtate to enjoy 
the bleſling of life, without danger, or remorle. How 
of wretched mould I be, even in my preſent circum- 
J itances, if, by obeying your preliing inſtances, 1 had 
met with this deliverance, without being able to have 
gl ihared it with you!“ 
& When I had got into the boat; I reigned myſelf in- 
v4 tirely to repoſe, as having now no other care upon 
ol my mind, and Mr. Migſit thought of putting an end 
A to his expedition. He had already traverſed all the 
iles, except one, and proceeded now toward that, in 
his tour back to &. Mark's. We arrived there after 
about twelve hours ſail with a favourable gale; and I 
recallected it to be the one 8 Mad. LA Couture, 
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and J had departed together, and where her ſon h ad 
been left to expire. 
The miteries I had endured, every moment, ſince 


that event, had afforded me batt little leifure to reflect ! 


upon his ſituation ; but my return to the very ſpot 
again affected my mind to ſtrongly towards him, that 
let fall m. my tears to the dear boy's memory. 

In the midit of my regret for his loſs, I remembered 


that he was not quite dead when I took my leave of 


him. This reflection routed me; and that he might be 
yet alive, and in a ſtate to benefit from our 1 
was an idea that flattered my mind ſurpritingly ly. In vat 


did reaſon oppoſe the notion, as a thing improbable: 4 
they could not prevail on me to quit the place, with 
out coming to ſame certainty about ſo intereſting a 


fact. Accordingly I prevailed on Mr. / to ſuffer 


us to ſail quite round the iſland, while the toldiers. 


were exerting the utmoſt ſtretch of their lungs, in hal- 


looing an calling out La Contrre, at frequent inter- 


vals; but no anſwer. was returned. 


This filence, however, neither baffled my hopes, nor | 
lulled to reſt a certain ſecret impulſe, which preſſed 
me inwardly all the while. The poor young man 
might be ſtill in a ſtate to have heard the voices, but 


not in a condition of anſwering them. I recollected 


my own ſituation, in this particular, the day before; 
and how much more deplorable muſt his be, if he 
was ſtill alive! In fine, the exceſs of my anxiety, | 
impatience, and fond hope, became quite UNgOVEri. 


able, at laſt. 


I communicated my thoughts and feelings to Mr. 
Irig/t, who, after having repreſented to me the fruit- 
leffneſs of the delay which ſuch an enquiry might oc- 
caſion, had the complaiſance and humanity, however, 
no longer to oppoſe his reaſon to my ravings; but 
ſteering directly io ſhore, ſent a ſoldier to the place I 
pointed out to him, as L was not able to walk thither 
myſelf, and directed him to bring us a tpeedy account 


of the ſtate he ſhould find the young man in. 
This melſenger returned to us, in about half a quar- 
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ter of an hour, with a report that he bad ſeen the bo- 
dy, and found it dead; upon which Mr. Tl ors 
dered the loldier aboard, and prepared to tack about 
tor &. Aare. But 1 crept towards him, and railing 
myſelf on my knees, ſaid, „Dear Sir, I muft. un- 
doubtedl y appear very troubleſome and unreatonable- 
to vou, in the whole of this affair; but 1 have ſtill one 
requeſt more to ſolicit you for, with regard to it. 

6 This young man, (continued I) „ was dear, 
both to his mother aud to me; his generous fortitude 
alone prevailed on us to leave this iſland. 1, therefore, 
owe him whatever return of gratitude may be in my 
power. He is now, alas! beyond the reach of every 
duty of humanity, except the laſt: ſuffer me then, to 
diſcharge that deb t, by allowing me time juſt to ſtep 
on ſhore, and inter the body, w vith as much decency 
as our preſent hurry and circumſtances may permit,”? 

Mr. Might, who continued to behave with remark- 
able tenderneſs and ind ulgence towards me, acceded to 
this requeſt, allo, and ordered all his men to attend 
and carry me to the corpſe. Mad. La Couture would, 
likewiſe, perform her part in this pious office.“ My 
unbappy child“, (faid ſhe, with a heavy figh) © has 
followed his dear father to the gave, and his mother 
cannot long ſurvive them. The deliverance I have met 
with, has come, alas! too late, ſince I cannot partake 
the benefit of it, with either of them.“ 

We all went together to the place, where the young 
man lay ſtretched at length on the ground, with his 
face to the earth; his ſkin was all parched with the 
ſn and wind; he ſent forth a putrid ſmell, like a 
body that had Jain too long unburicd; and the worms 
had already taken poſſeſlion of his legs and thighs. 
In fhort, he was become an object offenſive to the 
tenſes, and ſhocking to humanity. 

I kneeled down, in praver, while the ſoldiers were 
digging his grave; having finiſhed which, they came 
to take the body and lay it in. But v. hat was their 
ſurpriſe, mine, and his mother's, when one of the 
men who had laid his hand under his breaſt, in order 
to raiſe him ur eried out that he felt him ſtill warm, 


400 ADVENTURES OF 
and percdived his heart yet in motion; and J ſaw one 
of his legs, at the ſame time, draw itfelf up as foon 
as another of the ſoldiers put his hand to it! 

On the inſtant we all of us exerted our utmoſt en- 
deavours to render him every manner. of aſſiſtance in 


our power; we forced {ume aha, mixed with ftreth | 


water, down his throat, and made uſe of the ſame 
lotion to wath and cleanſe the wounds in his limbs, 
from which we picked out a great many worms that 
had formed their neſts there, and were de evouring him 
Plece- -meal. 


Mad. La (Couture, rendered motionleſs at firſt with 
aſtoniſhment, became ſoon tranſported from the ex- 
tremes of deſpair to hope, from grief to joy; and 
finding that her dear child, whoſe death ſhe had been ! 
Ecitain of the moment before, ſtill breathed, continued 
for ſome minutes to diſtruſt her ſenſes, crying out, in 


a kind of de en is it poſſible, great God! O, 


my friends, do not impoſe on me; give me certain 
conviction of this miracle, and do not "ſport with my 
diſtraction, by poſſetling my mind with falſe hopes, | 


that are only to end in the moſt cruel of diſappoint- 
ments!“ 


After this exclamation, ſhe ran to her ſon, threw. 
herſelf on the ground by him, examined his breaſt, ; 


his heart, his pulſe; then looking attentively on the 


countenances of thoſe who ſtood round her, in order 
to pry into their ſentiments about his condition, the | 
turned again to him, caught tim in her arms, and 
endeavoured to warm him into life, by her kiſſes and 
embraces, till we were obliged to force her away, leſt 


the violence of her emotions might poſſibly have diſap- 
pointed the very purpoſe intended by them, and have 
prevented us from fupplying thoſe aſſiſtances which 
we thought more likely to produce the happy effect 
we ſo much withed and laboured to obtain. I was ſo 
little able to adminiſter any inannepof help myſelf, up: 
on this occaſion, that I fat ſtill on the ground, and 
held her down by me; ſaying ggevery thing 1 could, to 
encourage her hopes, and reſtrain her avitations. She 
liſtened to me with impatie e, keeping her T eres con- 
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ſtantly fixed on her ſon, and ſtarting up fo often to run 
to him, that my ſtrength was almolt exhauſted by 
withholding ber from interrupting the operations that 


were necellary for the recovery of him. 


« Have but a moment's calmneſs ;” (ſaid I to her) 
* {uffer thoſe generous Eygliſimen to take their own 
way; your interpoſing may. impede, perhaps totally 
prevent, the ſucceſs of their endeavours.””—* I think 
fo too; (ſhe would reply) * will take your advice, 
and fit ſtill.?? In a moment after, ſhe would attempt 


Ito eſcape me. I again exhorted her to remain quict, 
Ircpcated the ſame reaſons, and reminded her of the 


Yromile ſhe had juſt given me, not to ſtir. © I remem- 


$_— 


Iber it,“ ſhe cried, * I confeſs the breach of my word, 
Jand acknowledge the impropriety and hazard of my 


conduct; but, my dear Vaud, I have not the leaſt 


command over myſelf, and am certain that I ſhould 
perfectly recover my reaſon, if I was ſuffered to ſee 
Ivy. dear ton again, for an inſtant, a ſingle inſtant. 

Why do you reſtrai hen? Thi ſt be a mere 
hy do you refiratn me then! 1 Ris mutt be a mere 
ſavage cruclty in you, Oh! if you knew what it was 


to be a mother! Had you ever a child in your life?“ 
Then, without waiting for an anſwer, ihe would aſk 
ne many other queſtions, in a breath; as, what my 


Jopinton was of the buſineſs in agitation? whether I 


bad conceived any hope of her ſor's recovering? &c. 


$b:1t not in the leaſt attending to my replies; and all the 


while, endeavouring to get herſelf looſe from my hold. 


At length Mr. Mrigſi ran to acquaint us that the 
voung man had been recovered to his ſenſes; that he 


ad opened his eyes, wept much, ſtared at the ſtrange 


faces he ſaw about him, had aſked where his mother 
was, and what became of me, alſo. When we ap- 
peared before him, he knew us both, at once. „ You 
are here ſtill, then,“ ſaid he with the feebleſt voice: 
is it poſſible you ſhould have remained here ſo long? 
I have not ſeen either of you for a conſiderable time. 
Tell me where you have been all this while.” 

This was neither fit time nor place to give any ac» 
ount of our abſence, We, therefore, only rephed, 
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that we were then happily arrived to ſave his life, anc 
hog eve his milteries, and exhorted him to take courage 

uu be of good cheer, in order to aſſiſt towards Pi 
own recovery. Wc had him then carried into the boat, 
where 1 laid him down upbn ſome of the foldicr; 
clothes, which they were fo humane to lend us. [| 
covered him over with a blanket, and firetched mvicl{ 
cloſe by his couch, in order to take care of him through 
out the voyage. Is mother iay on the other fide; and 
I had infinite trouble in deſending him from her extra- 
vagant fondnefs and fatiguing carelles. | 

As it was late, we made but little way that eve- 
ning; and went on more again: at the further extre- 
mity of the iſland, to paſs the night there. The ſoldiers 
gave chace tc ſome buſtards they happened to ſpring 
on their landing, and br: ought us three of them. ting 
enough to have them drefted ior funper. Young (Cos 
tale ate a little of them, and flept ſoundly till the next 
morning. 1 
The following day he found himfelf much recruit. 
ed, but rather more in his mind than body; for. he 
was now come perfectly to himſelf, and he had raved, 
at intervals, before. However, he could not recollect 
any thing that paſſed ſince our departure, except that 
he had often fainted; and that, between the fits, he 
had been ſenſible of extreme hunger and thirſt, and 
had refreſſicd himſelf with the oyſters and water wg 
had left within his reach, while they laſted; but was 
ſo weak, that he could not ſtretch out his hand to ſup- 
ply his wants, and was forced to trail himſelf along ot 
his belly, and teed bke a reptile, prone on the gr ound 
He was not capable of conqputing how long he had 


been left alone; and it ſeemed to him as if we had not 


ventured on our raft, but had met with all the ſuccout 
we brought him, juſt as we were preparing to ſet out 


Me did not care to undeceive him, at that time“ 


3 
* 


* The writer ſeems to contradict himſelf, a little, in thi 
place + for, juſt before, the invalid is ſaid to have been ſurpriſe, 
How they could have remained ſo long in the iſland, witho 
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But the poſſibility of his being able to have exiſted 
ſ long, in the itate I had left him, was a tnbject of 
attonithment to us; for had it only been a tact related, 


we ſhould none of us have had faith enough to give 
credit to ſuch an improkable itory. We had quitted 


the illand on the rT9th of Apri/, and it was now the 
7th of Muy, when we returned to it again; which 
comprehended an interval of nineteen days that he 
had ſubfiſted, as it were, by a miracle. The hand at 
Providence Was Evident iu his préeſervation; and this 
reflection affected Mad. £2 Coll? te ſtrongly, that, 
throwing herſelf on her knees; © Mercitul God!“ 


cried the out, “thou haft renewed the life of my ton ; 
thou haſt leut him to me, even beyond my hopes! O 


{pare him to me ſtih! Complete thy bounty, and gran! 
me, even in this world, this only recompence for all 
the miſcries J hase already ſfuſtained! But if thou wilt 
take him to thyielf; if thou haſt only reſpited his 
doom, to afford me this ſhort gleam of joy; O inſpire 
me with fortitude ſufficient to tupport myſelf under 
this laſt, this worſt of misfortunes, or ſuffer me to feel. 
the ſtroke of fate along with hinz!“ 4 joined in her 
prayer, but was full of hopes all the while about her 
on. | - | | | 

We embarked agair this morning, for /. Mars, 
and the wind was quite fayourable to us during the 
paſſage. I was convinced, from the obſervations I 
made as we ſailed along, that, without the afbRance of 
our good Egli, friends, I ſhould never have been 
able to have reached thither, by land. This place is 
fifteen leagues from that part ot the Contiueut whence 
we embarked. The very length of the journey, then, 
was infinitely more than we could have accompliſhed 
in our circumſtances at that time; befides the number 
of large, deep, and rapid rivers, which croſſed our 


— — — 


returning to take ſome further care of him; ſo that he appears 
to have had a better notion of the interval, at ſirſt, than now, 
But, tis probable that M. Viaud might have only tranſpo4-4 
theſe circumſtunces, in the hurry of his r<ital. 
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way, as I could very well judge, by the ſeveral cur- 
rents 1 thu diſembogue themiclves into the ſca, as we 
croſſed thither. 

What infurmountable Objects muſt theſe have been, 
in our then ſtate of weakneſs! How often muſt we 


have been forced out of the compaſs-line of our di- 


rection, to travel up the ſides of theſe rivers, through 
pathleſs deſerts, as before, in fearch of ſome fordable 
paſſage! And what a number of leagues muſt thete 
circumviations have added to our journey! But theſe 
things are beyond our power to compute; and the only 


one we can be certain of at preſent is, that it had been 


impoſſible for us to have ever overcome theſe difficul- 
ties; and that we muſt have periſhed with hunger or 
fatigue, i in a very few days, in making the attempt! 
That ſame day, the 8th of May, we all happily ar- 
rived at . Mars, about ſeven o'clock in the eve- 
ning; and Mr. $:wettenham reccited us with the utmoſt 


humanity. He had me carried home to bis own houte, 


where having but one bed, he generouſly ihared it 
with me. He lodged Mad. La Co outure and ber fon in 
his corporal's apartment, accommodating them with 
ſheets and blankets himſelf. His ſurgeon was in me- 

fately ordered to attend us all, and ſupply us with 


every medicine that might co! duce towards our re- 


covery. In ſhort, there was no care neglecteu, nor ar- 
ticle forgotten, which was neceſfary either to our com- 
for t or relief. 
Qur good fortune had delivered us into the hands 
of a generous and benevolent man, whoſe kindneſs we 
experienced in every inſtance. 
It was now time that we ſhould arrive at the end of 


our ſufferings. They had commenced in a ſhocking 


manner the 16th of February, 1766, When we were 
fhipwrecked, and had continued till the 7th of May 


following, comprehending juſt eighty-one days. What 


a century did it appear to us! Through how many 


miſeries had we paffed during that unhappy interval! 
It was not, therefore, extraordinary that our conſti - 
tutions ſhould be : broken; the ſurpr iſe muſt certainly 


— 
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he much greater that they were able to ſupport them- 
elves at all under ſuch ſevere trials, and that we ſhould 
ever recover our minds and hea.ths again. However, 


our ſituation was critical for ſeveral days. Our bodies 
were ſwelled and inflamed extremely; and the ſurgeon 


rho attended us, at firſt had very little hopes of our 


Ilives ; but reſt and proper nouriſhment, taken in {mall 


proportions at a time, reſtored us, by degrees, and re- 
paired thoſe evils which hunger and unwholeſome diet 
had afflicted us with. At length, the tenderneſs and 
[kill with which we were treated, had their ſalutary 


J-icct on me, as allo on the young man, whole cafe 


was by much the moſt dangerous; but his mother re- 
cruited her firevgth much ſooner than either of us. 

I] remained thirteen days by the fort, during which 
time learnt, from a chief of one of the ſavage claus, 
who brought opatches to Mr. Swetterham trom the 
gui, governor at Pex/acola, an account of the villain 
Antonin, and the eight mariners whom we had been 
forced to leave behind us, in the firit iſland he had 
brought us 3ltogether to. Theſe unhappy men, after 
having waited a conſiderable time in vain for the return 
of the ſavage, and concluding, from former experience 
of h:zgnfidelity, that he meant to leave them to perith 
for want, grew into a rage of reſentment againſt him; 
but in this frenzy moſt cruelly revenged themſelves i in 
the wrong place, by killing his mother, his ſiſter, and 
his nephew, in their ſleep. By this means, indeed, 
they got poſſeſſon of their fre- arms, ammunition, and 
canoe; but this they were ſtrong enough to have done 
without a murder. In deſpair the exigence may, per- 
haps—I ſpeak with diffidence and contrition--both 
prompt and commit a crime; but, in an act of revenge, 
the motive doubles the guilt, | 

As this boat was capable of taking in only five per- 
ſons at a time, they caſt lots for the three who were to 
remain behind, and wait for better fortune. Tbey 
par ted pr obably with equal concern on buth fides, as 

tiole that went were in as uncertain a ſtate as thoſe 
who ſtaid. In two days after this event, 4zt9n'9 hap- 
pened to return back to the illand, with a luperior 
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force, to carry off the remainder of our effects; andlhad 
falling on the three ſailors, flew them all. felt 

When he came home to his village, he publiſhedſa m 
this account of his expedition; by which means th-Jlonz 
ſavage chief, before-mentioned, came to the know-Jus t 
ledge of it, and reported it to us. We could neverfſles 
learn ſince, what was become of the other five adven-[urt 
turers; but as chance and probability were ſo ſtronglyſthe 
againſt them, I fear much, that of the ſixteen pertors] C 
who ſet out on our unfortunate voyage together, threefthe 
only of us have ſurvived. em] 

About the end of the time I have mentioned, havinzeac 
felt my health ſo far reſtored as to need nothing moreſhis 
than time and care to confirm it, I reſolved to takelon 
leave of my happy aſylum, as an opportunity juſtÞwh 
then happened, which I was adviſed of beforehand,ſto 1 
and which I had refolved to take the advantage of ben 
for any other occaſion might not have occurred, tor no 
ſeveral months again, as that port has but very littleſer. 
connection with the reſt of the world. 

The veſſel T embarked in was to ſet fail the 21ſt 0 oth 
May, and was bound to &. Augufiize ®, where IÞvit 
thought I might have it in my power to provide my-Mis 
ſelf with thoſe things that were neceflary to my pre- ſthi 
ſent wants, better than in ſo devious and defvlate afſer' 
place as SY. Mark's; where, beſides, I could not wellſeqi 

Continue any longer, on account of the ſtinted provi- ua 
ſions of the garriſon. hit 
Mad. La Couture would have come on board alongſcie 
with me very willingly, but that her ſon was not yet the 
in a ſtate of health to undertake the voyage, and ſhe 
would not expoſe him to the hazard. Befides, ſheÞ a 
was a native of Duin, and had many relations inime 
that country, which would otherwiſe have determinedPrea 
her to wait for a ſhip from that coaſt, which ſhe hadÞn) 
been informed was expected to arrive about the latterſthi 
end of the following month, by which time her ſont 
might be in a ſafer condition to fail along with her. ie 
We took leave of each other with mutual regret. Pa 


, Another Engliſh ſettlement, on the eaſt coaſt of Cape Florida.] 
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Our having travelled and ſuffered together ſo long, 
had bound us in the tendereſt ties of friendſhip. We 
felt as if part of ourſelves was miihing, when we were 
1 moment out of each other's fight; but we had been 
long uſed to be governed by neceſſity, and this obliged 
1s to take different routes; but with this happy re- 
le&tion, that our mileries were at an end, and that no 
turther anxiety remained in our minds with regard to 
the fate of one another. 

Our adieus were tender. There was no reftraining 
the low of tears that fell on both tides, while we were 
embracing, and promiting never to forget or neglect 
each other. The young man, who was ſtill confined to 
his bed, joined our farewels; and raiſing himſelf up 
on his knees, eried out, © Great God! preferve hin 
who reſtored my mother to me, and called me back 
to life again. Reward him, gr acious heaven! for ſuch 
benefits, and fo acquit me of obligations which [ have 
no other way of repairing but by gratitude and pray- 
bes”? 

This effuſion of ſenſibility affected me beyond every 
lother circumſtance of our parting. I embraced him 
Pvith tranſport, ſaying that I was already overpaid, by 

his ſentiments of me; that, in effect, he owed me no— 
thing; for if I had the good fortune to be any way 
Ierviceable to his mother, her aſſiſtance had been 
Jequally ufeful to me; and that, with regard to him, I 
had only done my duty a man; and in redeeniung 
Em from the ifiand, I could not think I had fuſh- 
ſciently expiated the barbarity of having foriaken him 
there. 
Every time I reflect on the condition I found him in, 
am ſhocked at myſelf, but rejoice again at the itiward 
motion, that divine impulſe, which, ſuperior to all 
reaſon relative to him, or prudence with regard to 
myſelf, prompted me to land at that inſtant, to view 
the body, and afford the rites of ſepulture. I tremble . 
t the idea of his being now no more, if, when the ſol- 
lier had reported his death, I had ſaffered them te 
ave procecucd on their voyage. 
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At length 1 forced myſelf away from the mother 
and the fon, aud went to make my acknow 1 
to Mr. 5 Serettentiam and Mr. right; but they would 
not liſten to any exprethon of obligations, and em- 
braced me in fach a manner as gugmented them. 
They attended me to the ſhip, where I found they 
pay already provided me with ample ftores for the 
pailage, and both of them joined in recommending 
me to the care and friendſhip of the captain, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms imaginable, and exacted his promileg 
that he w ould pay a particular attention to me, in 
every inftance wherein he could poflibly be any ways] | 
ferviceable;' for all which they engaged to make hin. 
a proper return of kindneſs. 

Mr. Swetten/tum then gave me 2 1 in charge, to 
be delivered tothe gave rnor of &. Auguſtine as allo a. 
certificate of the fit tation and circuniftances i in which 
Mr. elt had found Mad. La Couture, her ſon, and; 
me; which voucher 1 defirvd from him ſoon after my 
arrival at St. 3ark's, in order to ſupport the authen- 
ticity of th fe almoſt incredible memoirs. Thefe Ra 
gencrous friends then withdrew, leaving me affected 
with the moſt lively ſenſe of admiration and gratitude, 

I ſhall not trouble you with the particulars of my 
VOFage to . Aunuliine, which laſted for twenty-four 
Gays, but thall only mention to you one extraordinary 
circumſtance, that from the moment we ſet fail, til 
we arrived at port, the cajtain ſeemed to have quite 
forgot his promiſes to my good hoſts at S/. Maris; for 
his manners and whole conduct were remarkably bru 
tal towards me, which I had not, by any word or ae 
tion, in the Ieait provoked him to; fo that it was be: 
youd my power to gueſs to what it could be attri 
bated. This not only "rendere d my paſt; Se extreme! 
diſagrecable, but made it appear much longer than 
might otherwite have done. | | 

There was one article, too, that was a thing of mor 

confequence to me than all the reſt; and this was tl 
want of freſh water; which cheap and common? bY 
verage he refuſed me, atter the firit three or four day 
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the voyage. The being deprived of a liquor ſo ne- 
flary to a convaleſcent, was very near occaſioning a 

lapſe of my former weakneſs and dilorders; and 
ome very Cangerous diſeaſe muſt have been the conſe- 
uence of :.17 remaining but a day or two longer un- 
iter the barbarous dominion of this ſecond Antonio. I 
anded at St. Auguſtine, the 13th of June. The ſhip 
inchored on the Bar, and the pilot's boat carried me 
on ſhore, where a corporal received and conducted 
me before Mr. Grant, the governor of the garriſon, to 
whom I delivered Mr. Szwetienham's diſpatches. 

If I had obligations to the latter perſon, I have as 
many to acknowledge to this gentleman. He would 
ot ſuffer me to look for a lodging in the town, but 
ordered me an apartment in the citadel, and directed 
ais ſurgeon to attend me conſtantly ; which was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to my recovery, as ſome ulcers had 
roke out in my neck, for want of freſh water to cool 
d dilute my blood for ſo long a time; and my body 
gan to ſwell again. But all theſe ſymptoms were 


a removed, by the kindneſs and cart that were be- 


e upon me; and on the th of Jy I found my- 
1 perfectly able to walk abroad to ſee the town. 
aas to the hoſpitality and humanity of this moſt 
ent perſon, that I owe the further preſervation 
life which Mr. Wright and Mr. Swettenham had 
vs redeemed, I can never reflect without the moſt 
_rate:ul ſenſibility, on the goodneſs and. charity that 
if three generous Eugliſuimen ſhewed towards me, 
1: hich a ſtranger and a foreigner might not have 
to expect to meet with every where. But I was 
eſs, which was a ſufticient title to their benevo- 
LCNCE, | | | 
A with Governor Grant till the 21ſt of July, 
ho. eparted for Nezy-York. I can never forget the 
14014 114 Which this benevolent man completed his 
0 me. He ſent for the captain of the ſhip to 
£0: 1, mm; and, after giving me into his charge, 
it {© warmeſt recommendations of friendſhip, paid 
4, bore- hand for my pallage, and ordered every 
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accommodation aboard, that might be ne 
for my vle, eaſe, or convenience; to wi 
a portmanteau, filled with clothes and 

'J were a great comfort and refreſhment to :: 

When 1 attempted to make my acknoy 
for his bounties, I muſt beg leave to inte 114 
ſaid he, © upon this ſubject. You have dc: 
thing I did for you, becauſe you needed it 
done nothing more in your inſtance, th 

have a right to expect myſelf, in the ſau, 
ſtances. But my conſideration for your di 
tinued he, „ ought to extend beyond the 
exigencies of your ſituation. You certai:' 
money about you, and may have occatts, 
ſmall ſum before you can procure affiftance - 
ten guineas may be ſerviceable to you in th! 
and I iuſiſt on your accepting them from ni 
that you will not have occaſion for more, Þ 
may be able to hear from your friends in Ez 

The manner in which this preſent was offe: | 

the generolity that prevented my making 
which my neceility muit have objiged me to have top? 
in ſuch circumſtances, had a poyerful effect 
endeavoured to ſtammer out my ac knows 
but my ſentiment was too ſtrong for m.. 
Grant embraced me; It is a trifle not W , nn 
tioning ;”* ſaid he, © but you have too much fe (ih 

Foul diſtreſs me if you ſay any thing more 755 
Do like me: Forget it immediately, as Ih?! 
already done.“ 

1 was forced to keep the filence enjoined ne; gut 
my heart and eyes were eloquent. A meſſ-r sr 01t 
the ſhip came juſt then to ſummon me av, 47 Md J. 
embraced and quitted my benefactor with . C Lure 
tenderneſs and regret. | 

After fourteen days fail, with a captain tt very 

reverſe of the former, and who, from th ment 
goodneſs of his own nature, would have tren. techine us 
kindly as he did, though I had not been rec dd 
to him by the governor, I aurived at New-19r, on! lle 
3d of Aug i f. 
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I made myſelf known to ſome Fenc people ſettled 
1 that city, and who, touched with my misfortunes, 
endered me every kind of aſſiſtance in their power. 
hey introduced me to M. Deen, one of the rich- 
t merchants in the place, who generoully offered to 
ive me employment in my profeſſion. 

But, upon hearing. all the particulars of my ſtory, 
It would not be prudent in you,“ ſaid he, “ to 
ink of entering upon an occupation, ſo fatiguing 
ad hazardous as yours, for ſome time yet: long quiet 
nd repoſe mult be ne ceary to your health, after the 
vere labours and ditifters you have fo lately under- 
ne; and, in order to give this its full effect, it will 
he neccſſary, beſides the help of medicine, to relieve 
on mind from all uncafiacts, both with regard to the 

| Fay and future. This charge I ihall take upon my» 
is. From this moment you are to confider yourtelf as 
1y gueſt, where you are extremely welcome to both 
ed and board. When ] find you are ſuſſiciently re- 
overed to eng age in your occupation again, I ſhall not 
ppoſe it, b but help you forward mylelt, by i ſupplying 
au W 5 5 mmi ions for my correſpondents in Eu- 
„ This bulinels, i hope, 1s ſettled now to your ſa- 
action,“ ſaid he, taking me by the hand; and, with- 
ut waiting for an anſwer, called his ſervants before 
ne, and gave thera all neceſſary directions for my re- 
:eption and accommodation. 

I thall not attempt to deſcribe, becauſe I have not a 
power of ſpeech equal to the talk, the ſtrong ſenti- 
ments of gratitude with which ſuch uncommon kind- 
neſs and humanity affected me. From the moment I 
was redeemed from the horrid defert, when I was 
within a few minutes of my diflolution, I met with 
none, excepting one, but per {vas of liberal minds, hu- 
mane hearts, and generous ſouls. Does the world. 
abound with ſuch. F 

While I paſſed my days in perfect comfort and tran- 
quillity, under the roof of the hoſpitable M. Depeyfter, 
wrote to my family to acquaint them with my ſurs 
vival, after the var icty of amazing difficulties and mige | 
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_ ries I had ſuſtained, during the ſpace of eighty - 


days. It was this letter that you had ſeen, and 
being only a ſummary account of my misfortunes, 


not ſufficiently ſatisfy your friendly and anxioV | 


riofity about me. 1 ſent my letters by a vellel ti 
going to London, from whence they might be =_ 
the poſt- office, for France; but, not knowing ho- 
I ſhould remain there, I defired no anſwers till 


_ aſcertain my future deſtination, and be ſure of r 


* 


dreſs. 

M. Depeyſter kept me with him till the E 
lowing, and then gave me charge of a cargo tor 
I took leave of him on the 6th of that month, 
rived ſafely at port here on the 27th. My com 
was addrefled to M. Walch, whom 1 found as 
to the impreſſions of my ſufferings as his corre!, 
had been. 

From hence I wrdfe again to my friend 
whom I have receivedsanſwers; and, among 
your letter, preſſmg me to fend you a minute a 
cumſtantial detail of my Adventures, duping tt 
traordinary period. I could refuſe nothing to + 
friendſhip, and have accordingly employed why: | 


jure my avocations would permit, to recite in this? 


rative, the whole ſeries of facts, in their regular 
ceſſion of events. 


doubt not but this melancholy relation will : 


you much, and make you often tremble at he: a; 


ficulties and miſeries of your friend. May the difp.'' 
with which I have acquitted myſelf of your requ: 
convince you more and more of the attachment Ih 
vowed to you, for life, and challenge an ques reti 


of aftection on your part, alſo! 


AbikEvu, 


PIERRE VIAUD, 


rg aca (| 


